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Project Description 

The City of Great Falls Animal Shelter is undergoing an exterior façade remodel, of-

fice renovation, and 1700 square foot expansion that includes a new cattery and ca-

nine facilities. 

Background 

 Legal Description: Lot 1, Block 2, North River Terrace, Section 8 

 Parcel Area: 1.04 acres = 45,500 square feet 

 Property Zoning: I-1 Light Industrial District 

 Existing Building: 6,632 square feet 

April 14, 2014 

Case Number 

DRB2014-8 

Applicant 

City of Great Falls 
 
Representatives 
Ryan Smith, 
Nelson Architects 
Tyson Kraft, 
Nelson Architects 
 
 

Property Location 

1010 25th Ave NE 
Neighborhood Council #3 

Requested Action 

Design review for redevel-
opment and expansion of 
the existing animal shelter 
facility. 

Recommendation 

Approve the submitted de-
sign with conditions 

Project Planner 

Charles Sheets, CFM 



Project Overview 

The existing exterior of the animal shelter is painted concrete masonry. The exterior renovation will include adding 
new metal siding and EIFS over the top of the existing concrete block.  The renovation enhances the overall aes-
thetics and provides additional insulation for the efficiency of the facility.  New entrances and drop off areas for 
the facility will be more distinguishable with the addition of covered entries and the new siding materials. These 
drop off areas allow for animals to go through proper screening before entering the facility.  The new isolation/
triage area will have direct access from the exterior and a direct link to other cat related facilities.   

The new cattery is being constructed on the south side and will include areas for adoption, display, visitation, tri-
age, and a separate grooming area.  The cattery will be completely separate from the canine area.   

The canine addition will be constructed on the east side of the existing facility, and feature an area for small dogs 
and puppies, grooming, and a separate area for canine isolation/triage.  

Exterior Renovation: Exhibit 28-1 Standards for specified projects and buildings. 

The proposed project is consistent with the guidelines and recommendations for design review of expansion and 
exterior renovations contained within Exhibit 28-1 of the Land Development Code.  The renovations improve the 
exterior of the building and positively address the character of the site.  The design features added to the exterior 
façades provided visual and aesthetic appeal.  The placement of architectural features and design elements create 
visual interest from the street and provide an example of quality design for this type of redevelopment. 

The applicant is proposing to install foundation plantings around the building and establish additional trees and 
shrubs within the boulevard and parking area.   

Staff has reviewed the existing parking around the building and finds that it meets the intent of the code.   

The proposed exterior renovation does not trigger the requirements of Chapter 40 Outdoor Lighting.   

Conformance with Title 17 

The proposed project is in conformance with the relevant requirements of Title 17 Land Development Code in-
cluding but not limited to zoning, setbacks, building height and lot coverage.  The applicant is not proposing any 
new signage at this time.  Future signage would be subject to review by the Planning and Community Develop-
ment Department. 

Conformance with Title 15 

The applicant shall develop plans and specifications in conformance with the relevant requirements of Title 15 
Building and Construction.   
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Recommendation 

Staff supports this application and recommends the Design Review Board approve the submitted design with con-
ditions.  

 

Suggested Motion 

1. Board Member moves: 

“I move that the Design Review Board (approve/approve with conditions) the Design Review Application 
for the expansion and exterior renovation to the City of Great Falls Animal Shelter facility located at 1010 
25th Avenue Northeast, as shown in the conceptual development plans contained within this report and pro-
vided by the Applicant, subject to the following conditions: 

A. The proposed project shall be developed consistent with the conditions in this staff report, all codes 
and ordinances of the City of Great Falls, the State of Montana and all other applicable regulatory 
agencies. 

B. If after the approval of the concept development plan as approved by this Board, the owner pro-
poses to expand or modify the conceptual development plans, the Director of the Planning and 
Community Development Department shall determine in writing if such proposed change would 
alter the concept for one or more review criteria.  If such proposed change would alter the plan, the 
proposal shall be resubmitted for review as a new application.  

 

  

  

  

2. Chairman calls for a second, discussion, inquiries from the public, and calls the vote. 

 
CC Dave Dobbs, City Engineering  
 Patty Cadwell, Neighborhood and Youth Council Coordinator 
 Todd Seymanski, City Forester 
 Ryan Smith, AIA, Nelson Architects, ryan@nelsonarchitects.com 
 Tyson Kraft, Nelson Architects, tyson@nelsonarchitects.com  
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EXISTING  

PROPOSED  
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