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Project Description 

The applicant is proposing to construct the new Buffalo Wild Wings restaurant on 
the southern portion of the property commonly known as Big Bear Sporting Center.  
The Buffalo Wild Wings franchise has been operating since 1982 and has franchise 
restaurants in Helena, Bozeman, Billings and Missoula. 

Background 

 Legal Description: Lot 1, Block 1, C & W Addition  
 Parcel Area: ±0.861 acres = 37,500 sq. ft. 
 Property Zoning: C-2 General Commercial District 
 Proposed Building Size: 5,670 sq. ft. 
 Existing Land Use: Paved parking lot 

January 27, 2014 

Case Number 

DRB2014-3 

Applicant 

Robert Schmidt, PEG 
Development 

Represented by Big Sky 
Civil & Environmental 

Owner 

Wilson-Taylor Partner-
ship LLP 

Property Location 

117 NW Bypass 
In the southeast corner of 
the Big Bear Sports Cen-
ter parking lot. 

Recommendation 

Approve the submitted 
design with conditions 

Project Planner 

Charles Sheets, CFM 



Project Overview 

The proposed location of the Buffalo Wild Wings restaurant is part of the existing shopping center’s sea of parking 
along the NW Bypass and is being subdivided to create the restaurant site.  The subdivision of the property is go-
ing through the required public process concurrent with this Design Review application. 

The project is generally consistent with the overall aims and goals of the 2013 Growth Policy.  The project is an 
infill opportunity within an existing shopping center which was designed with surplus parking.  By utilizing the sur-
plus parking and the existing infrastructure, the project promotes the more efficient use of existing development 
resources and expands dining choices for the public.  The Growth Policy also calls for promoting redevelopment 
and infill as the primary community development mechanism.  The Growth Policy states that the City should regu-
late new development to achieve a high degree of self containment and bringing substandard properties into com-
pliance with City Code. 

Applicant’s Narrative 

The Buffalo Wild Wings is a 5,670 square foot restaurant with an outdoor patio that can be semi enclosed for 
cooler weather seating.  The site is just a little less than an acre and sits in front of the Big Bear store on Northwest 
Bypass.  There are 64 parking stalls provided on-site, and shared and cross access parking with the Big Bear Sport 
Center will be provided through a shared parking agreement.  Access to the site will be from NW Bypass through 
an existing driveway.  Driveway throat length and site flow has been extensively discussed and reviewed by the City 
and is consistent with City comments.  The building is a wood frame building, single story with a building height 
of 20-feet and the architectural element at the main entry height of 29-feet.  Building materials consist of CMU 
block, EIFS facades, standing seam metal awnings, fabric awnings, and glass windows and doors.  All rooftop 
equipment is screened as well.  

New Construction:  Exhibit 28-1 Standards and Guidelines for specific projects and buildings  

The proposed project is consistent with the guidelines and standards of Exhibit 28-1.  Staff makes the following 
observations and recommendations of the proposed plans: 

The proposed infill/redevelopment is strongly encouraged and promoted as an important element of the City 
Growth Policy.  The front façade of the building is located close to the front lot line.  The proposed site design 
provides for facilitate visual interest, appeal, public safety and function. Overall, the design positively addresses 
access, natural terrain, and relationship to adjoining buildings.  The proposed exterior material, primary entry, fa-
çade design, and colors creates visual interest and appeal.  The service equipment and trash enclosure for the res-
taurant is located on the northwest corner of the building and screened by shrubs and landscape features.  The me-
chanical equipment, such as the air conditioner compressor, will be placed on the roof and screened from street 
view.    Lighting will be on the building in the form of wall sconces and overhead full cut-off lights for the parking 
areas.  The proposed landscape plan includes boulevard trees, parking lot islands and foundation planting along the 
building.  

Conformance with Title 17 

The proposed project is in conformance with the relevant requirements of Title 17 Land Development Code in-
cluding but not limited to zoning, setbacks, building height and lot coverage.  The applicant will share the free-
standing sign allocation of 200 sq. ft. with the Big Bear Store.  The proposed wall signage appears to meet alloca-
tion of a maximum of 10% of the wall sq. ft., but is subject to review by the Planning and Community Develop-
ment Department when submitted.  

Conformance with Title 15 

The applicant shall develop plans and specifications in conformance with the relevant requirements of Title 15 
Building and Construction. 
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Recommendation 

Ultimately, staff supports this application and recommends the Design Review Board approve the submitted de-
sign with conditions.  

 

Suggested Motion 

1. Board Member moves: 

“I move that the Design Review Board (approve/approve with conditions) the Design Review Application 
for the new Buffalo Wild Wings restaurant building and site development located at 117 NW Bypass, as 
shown in the conceptual development plans contained within this report and provided by the applicant, sub-
ject to the following conditions: 

A. The proposed project shall be developed consistent with the conditions in this staff report, all codes 
and ordinances of the City of Great Falls, the State of Montana and all other applicable regulatory 
agencies. 

B. If after the approval of the concept development plan as approved by this Board, the owner pro-
poses to expand or modify the conceptual development plans, the Director of the Planning and 
Community Development Department shall determine in writing if such proposed change would 
alter the concept for one or more review criteria.  If such proposed change would alter the plan, the 
proposal shall be resubmitted for review as a new application.  

 

  

  

  

2. Chairman calls for a second, discussion, inquiries from the public, and calls the vote. 

 
 
Cc: Dave Dobbs, City Engineering  
 Patty Cadwell, Neighborhood Council Coordinator 
 Todd Seymanski, City Forester 
 Robert Schmidt, PEG Development, robert@pegdevelopment.com 
 Joe Murphy, Big Sky Civil & Environmental, Inc., jmurphy@bigskyce.com or bscejoe.murphy@gmail.com 
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EXH I BI T  A -  APP L IC ATI O N  
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EXH I BI T  B -  AER IA L  V I EW  
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S O U T H E A S T  C O R N E R  P H O T O  

S O U T H W E S T  C O R N E R  P H O T O  
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