
C A L VA R Y  C H A P E L  O F  G R E A T  F A L L S ,   
1 0 1  4 4 T H  S T R E E T  S O U T H  

Staf f  Report—City  of  Great  Fal ls  

D E S I G N  R E V I E W  B OA R D  

Project Description 

The applicant is proposing construction of a 2280 S. F. (60’ X 38’), two level, class-
room/multipurpose room addition and open outdoor space.  The addition is off the 
northeast corner of the existing worship facility.  The lower level classrooms open 
straight onto the open outdoor space, approximately 8’ below current grade. 

Background 

 Legal Description:  Lot 12B, Beebe Tracts 

 Parcel Area:   ± 46,752 S.F.   (± 154’-0”  X  303’-0”) 

 Property Zoning:  R-3 Single-family Residential District 

 Street Frontage:  ± 154’-0” along 44th Street South 

April 23, 2012 

Case Number 

DRB2012-09 

Applicant 

Calvary Chapel of Great 
Falls 
 

Property Owners Agent 
Nelson Architects 
Mary Klette 

 

 

Property Location 

101 44th Street South 
Neighborhood Council 
#4 

 
 
Requested Action 

Design Review of 60’ X 
38’ Classroom Addition 

Recommendation 

Approve design with 
conditions 

Project Planner 

Charlie Sheets 



Project Overview 

Expansion: Exhibit 28-1 Standards and Guidelines for specific projects and buildings.  

The applicant intends to expand their existing worship facility with a two level addition for classrooms.  The lower 
level of the addition will open up on the north side with an outdoor space.  The upper level will match the floor 
elevation of the worship facility.  The architecture style and exterior finishes are compatible and consistent with the 
existing worship facility.  The roof design is a standard hip, matching the existing.  The exterior walls will be hori-
zontal lap siding, matching the existing.   The windows are awning type and again match the existing.  The con-
crete foundation of the addition will be covered with cultured stone veneer.  This same veneer will be added to the 
exposed concrete foundation of the existing building.  Retaining walls project out from the addition to create the 
open outdoor space.  The retaining walls will be poured concrete.  Color additive will be mixed in to match the 
cultured stone veneer.  The design team proposes four-foot wide landscape beds following the retaining wall out 
from the building.  The orientation of the main entrance and sidewalks will not change.        

 

Conformance with Title 17 

The proposed project is in conformance with the relevant requirements of Title 17 Land Development Code in-
cluding but not limited to zoning, setbacks, building height and lot coverage.  The existing parking lot, including 
accessible parking stalls, are shared with Easter Seals, located directly north of the Church property line.  The 
shared parking agreement between Easter Seals-Goodwill and Calvary Chapel is in the form of letters between the 
two parties.  Per City Code, staff is recommending a formal agreement be drafted and approved by the Director of 
Planning and Community Development.  The new agreement is required to be recorded with County Clerk and 
Recorder.  Should circumstances change, the worship facility could establish new parking on their vacant property 
east of the proposed classrooms.  Public sidewalks already exist along 44th Street South.  Internal sidewalks pro-
vide access from the parking area to the worship facility.  Staff has reviewed the preliminary landscape plan around 
the addition and finds it meets the requirements of Title 17, Chapter 44, Landscaping.  Calvary Chapel is compliant 
with City Code for the monument sign along 44th Street South. 

 

Summary 

The expansion of the worship facility to include classrooms is compatible with and supports nearby residential 
properties, neighborhood character, and natural features.  The proposed project promotes street activity, rein-
forces public spaces and promotes public safety.  The conceptual design of the expansion continues the architec-
tural style of the building, introduces an outdoor open space, and continues the function of the building.  Staff 
supports approval of this application. 
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EXH I BI T  A -  APP L IC ATI O N  
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EXH I BI T  B -  AER IA L  PH O TO  
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EXH I BI T  C -  ARCH I TEC T  ANA LYSI S  
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EXH I BI T  D -  LETTER  F ROM  PA STO R  
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EXH I BI T  E -  EA STER  SEA L S  PA RKI N G  LETTER  
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Recommendation 

Suggested Motion 

1. Board Member moves: 

“I move that the Design Review Board (approve/approve with conditions) the Design Review Application of 

Calvary Chapel of Great Falls, addressed as 101 44th Street South, as shown in the conceptual development 
plans contained within this report and provided by the project property Owners Agent, subject to the follows 
conditions: 

A. The proposed project shall be developed consistent with the conditions in this staff report, all codes and 
ordinances of the City of Great Falls, the State of Montana, and all other applicable regulatory agencies. 

B. If after the approval of the concept development plan as amended by this Board, the owner proposes to 
expand or modify the conceptual development plans, the Director of the Planning and Community De-
velopment Department shall determine in writing if such proposed change would alter the concept for 
one or more review criteria.  If such proposed change would alter the plan, the proposal shall be resub-
mitted for review as a new application. 

C. A shared parking agreement shall be drafted and approved by the Director of Planning and Commu-
nity Development.  This agreement shall be recorded with County Clerk and Recorder. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

2. Chairman calls for a second, discussion, inquiries from the public, and calls the vote. 

 
CC City Engineering, Dave Dobbs 
 Patty Cadwell, Neighborhood and Youth Council Coordinator 
 Calvary Chapel of Great Falls, Pastor Mike Whitney, P.O. Box 2792, Great Falls MT 59403 
 Nelson Architects, Mary Klette, 621 2nd Ave N, Great Falls MT 59401 
  


