
H A R V E S T  S P R I N G S  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

Agenda Report—City  of  Great  Fal ls  

D E S I G N  R E V I E W  B OA R D  

Project Description 

The applicant is proposing an interior/exterior renovation of an existing church lo-
cated on a parcel at the northeast corner of 36th Avenue Northeast and 9th Street 
Northeast.   

 

Background 

 Legal Description:  Lot 1, Block 1, First Church Addition 

 Parcel Area:   2 acres 

 Property Zoning:   R-2 Single-family medium density 

 Building Size: +19,500 s.f. 

 

September 10, 2012 

Case Number 

DRB2012-18 

Owner/Applicant 

Harvest Springs  

Community Church  

 

Applicant Representa-
tive 

Pastor Paul Hansen 

 

 
Property Location 

1001 36th Ave. NE 

Neighborhood Council 
#3 

 
 
Requested Action 

Design Review for an 
exterior renovation to an 
existing church 

Recommendation 

Approve the submitted 
design with conditions 

Project Planner 

Wendy Thomas, AICP 



 

Project Overview 

The property was annexed into the City in 1974 with the stipulation that the property be used for a church.  A 
church with classrooms was constructed on the site in 1979-1980.  The Church has submitted building plans for an 
interior/exterior renovation for the purpose of updating the space and ensuring that the building meets handicap 
accessible standards and energy standards.  The church is planning a phased renovation of the existing building.  In 
the future, the church hopes to expand the existing building to the west.   

Exterior Renovation: Exhibit 28-1 Standards for specified projects and buildings. 

The proposed exterior renovations include an upgrade of the architectural features, design elements and finishings 
on the existing building.  The applicant has submitted building plans and rendered elevations.  Please see Exhibits 
C-G.  The first phase of the renovation is shown on Exhibit G.  The entry will be moved to the center of the wing  
where a 260 SF vestibule will be constructed.  The vestibule and porch will encroach into the existing landscape 
area adjacent to the building (south elevation).  The building will be re-clad in rock veneer and fiber cement lap 
siding.  The building materials are relatively consistent with the building materials used on the adjacent residential 
properties, particularly the use of lap siding.  The addition of the vestibule and the use of various materials will cre-
ate a more interesting façade than currently exists.  The building plans show the addition of a wood trellis over the 
windows.  The trellis will add depth to the façade as well as the play of shadow across the façade during the day.  
On the west elevation, the exterior door, see Exhibit H-2, will be moved to the south.  The existing door area will 
be framed in and finished to match adjacent materials.  Clearly, there will be a difference in style between the exist-
ing brick sanctuary and gray metal siding with the lap board and rock veneer.  The applicant is considering painting 
the existing brick and metal areas to match the new façade. Staff strongly recommends that this consideration be 
implemented to adhere to the Land Development Code (LDC) guideline that requires the consistent use of exte-
rior materials on all facades of a building.  Often the phasing of church construction can take more time than ex-
pected and addressing the inconsistency in façade material and color at this time, especially those facades visible 
from 36th Avenue NE, would have a positive impact on the neighborhood.          

The window frames will be a light gray or brown.  The LDC contains recommendations that windows on the 
ground floor be clear or lightly tinted.  Staff is recommending that the church consider this when deciding on a 
window tinting.  The existing ratio of façade/fenestration will increase, largely because of the addition of the en-
trance.  The ratio clearly meets the 30% guideline in the LDC for door and window area on the first floor.     

The landscaping requirements set forth in Chapter 44 Landscaping apply to institutional buildings greater than 
20,000 s.f. changing occupancy or undergoing interior or exterior remodeling.  In this case, because the building 
does not reach the threshold square footage, the exterior renovation of the building does not require landscaping 
improvements.  The applicant states that a hardscape outdoor area will be added as part of a future phase on the 
west end of the existing building.  The existing foundation planting area is sod.  Staff discussed with the applicants 
representative using planters near the entrance to the building to meet the intent of the landscape requirements 
until the future phases of the building are constructed and the landscape improvements are required by the LDC.   

The proposed exterior renovation does not trigger the requirements of Chapter 40 Outdoor Lighting.  Exterior 
lighting will be added near the new doors.  Future additions will trigger the provision of parking lot lighting.       

The applicant is reconfiguring the interior of the building to increase the size of the restrooms, create a large 
foyer/flexible space area, and a nursery/toddler area.  The applicant is not proposing any new mechanical equip-
ment.   

The proposed project complies with the guidelines for design review of exterior renovations contained within Ex-
hibit 28-1, LDC.  The renovations improve the exterior of the building and positively address the character of the 
site.  The orientation of the building and design features added to the primary street façade (south) add visual and 
aesthetic appeal to the project.  The placement of architectural features and design elements, and the choice of col-
ors and materials create visual interest from the street and provide an example of quality design for this type of 
use. 
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Conformance with Title 17 

The proposed project is in conformance with the relevant requirements of Title 17 Land Development Code in-
cluding but not limited to zoning, setbacks, building height and lot coverage.  Future expansion of the building 
may trigger LDC requirements to improve the parking, landscaping and lighting on the site.  At this time, the ap-
plicant does not plan to change signage on the site.   

 

Recommendation 

Staff supports this application and recommends the Design Review Board approve the submitted design with con-
ditions.  

Suggested Motion 

1. Board Member moves: 

“I move that the Design Review Board (approve/approve with conditions) the Design Review Application 
for the renovation of Harvest Springs Community Church locate at 1001 36th Ave NE, as shown in the con-
ceptual development plans contained within this report and provided by the Applicant, subject to the follows 
conditions: 

A. The proposed project shall be developed consistent with the conditions in this staff report, all codes 
and ordinances of the City of Great Falls, the State of Montana, and all other applicable regulatory 
agencies. 

B. If after the approval of the concept development plan as amended by this Board, the owner proposes 
to expand or modify the conceptual development plans, the Director of the Planning and Commu-
nity Development Department shall determine in writing if such proposed change would alter the 
concept for one or more review criteria.  If such proposed change would alter the plan, the proposal 
shall be resubmitted for review as a new application.  

C. The DRB recommends the applicant paint the existing structure to match the renovated portion of 
the structure.   

D. The DRB recommends the applicant install planters and/or pots near the new entry of the building 
to enhance the on-site landscaping and provide seasonal color and interest to the building.   

E. The DRB recommends the applicant use clear or lightly tinted glass.     

  

  

2. Chairman calls for a second, discussion, inquiries from the public, and calls the vote. 

 
CC Dave Dobbs, City Engineering  
 Patty Cadwell, Neighborhood and Youth Council Coordinator 
 Todd Seymanski, City Forester 
 Pastor Paul Hansen, Harvest Springs Community Church   
 Joe Morello, BGW Construction, 2909 Washington Boulevard Ogden, UT 84401   
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EXH I BI T  A -  APP L IC ATI O N  
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EXH I BI T  A -  APP L IC ATI O N  
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EXH I BI T  B -  AER IA L  PH O TO  (2009)  
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EXH I BI T  H-1  -  S I TE  PH O TO S  

S O U T H W E S T  E L E VA T I O N  

S O U T H E A S T  E L E VA T I O N  
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EXH I BI T  H-2  -  S I TE  PH O TO S  

E X I S T I N G  P A R K I N G  L O T  

N O R T H  E L E VA T I O N  A N D  E X I S T I N G  P L AY G R O U N D  


