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Z O N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  

Overview 

Annually, the Planning Board enters into 
agreements with the Montana Department 
of Transportation (MDT) and the Great 
Falls Transit District (GFTD) to receive and 
pass on Federal transit planning funds.  The 
subject agreements are attached to this Re-
port for consideration by the Board. 
 

Background 

As part of its responsibilities as staff for the  
Great Falls Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO), the Planning staff annually pre-
pares a Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP) to identify work activities to be un-
dertaken by the Planning Staff and the Great 
Falls Transit District for the upcoming Fed-
eral Fiscal Year.   
 
On September 13, 2011, the Planning Board 
approved the FFY 2012 Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP).  Along with identi-
fying work activities, the UPWP also identi-
fies funding sources and the level of funds 
proposed for each work activity, including 
transit-related funding and work.  
 

In accordance with the UPWP, the Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT) will  
provide $106,778 in Federal Transit Admini-
stration (FTA) “Section 5303” funds for lo-
cal transit planning activities.  In turn, the 
Planning Board has agreed to “pass through” 
a portion of the FTA funds to the Great 
Falls Transit District Board.  In accordance 
with the UPWP, the Transit District will use 
these funds to prepare transit related plan-
ning reports, programs and documentation 

to support its transit operations and to ad-
dress Federal transit planning needs and re-
quirements.  The Transit District is to re-
ceive $95,402 of the transit planning funds, 
with the remaining $11,376 for work per-
formed by the Planning staff.  The local 
match of $26,694 is to be provided by the 
Planning & Community Development De-
partment ($2,844) and the Transit District 
Board ($23,850). 

 

The Planning & Community Development 
Department will use its budgeted $14,220 
(total amount, including match) to support 
transportation planning activities that include 
work on transit-related issues.  The Transit 
District will use its portion ($119,252 - total 
amount, including match) for Administration 
($19,055), Service Planning and Assessment 
($38,397), Service Enhancement ($13,390), 
and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Implementation ($48,410). 

 

Attached for review and approval are two 
Section 5303 Contracts—one between MDT 
and the Planning Board, and the other be-
tween the Planning Board and GFTD.  Ap-
proval of the contract with MDT formalizes 
the receipt of these funds.  The second con-
tract is necessary to “pass through” the 
Transit District’s portion and commit the 
District to the same provisions as the Plan-
ning Board.  

It is recommended the Planning Board 
approve the FFY2012 Section 5303 Agree-
ments. 
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