
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  
OF THE 

GREAT FALLS PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD/ZONING COMMISSION 
September 9, 2014 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The regular meeting of the Great Falls Planning Advisory Board/Zoning Commission was called 
to order by Chair Nathan Weisenburger at 3:00 p.m. in the Commission Chambers of the Civic 
Center.  
 

ROLL CALL & ATTENDANCE 
 

Planning Board Members present:   
  
 Mr. Nate Weisenburger, Chair 
 Mr. Anthony Houtz 
 Dr. Heidi Pasek 
 Ms. Cheryl Patton 
 Mr. Wyman Taylor 
  
Planning Board Members absent: 
  
 Mr. Scot Davis, Vice Chair 
 Ms. Dana Henkel 
 Ms. Sophia Sparklin 
 Mr. Mark Striepe 
  
  
Planning Staff Members present: 
  
 Mr. Craig Raymond, CBO, Director P&CD 
 Mr. Andrew Finch, Senior Transportation Planner 
 Ms. Phyllis Tryon, Senior Administrative Assistant 
   
Other Staff present: 
  
 Ms. Patricia Cadwell, Neighborhood Council Coordinator  
     
Mr. Raymond affirmed a quorum of the Board was present.  
  

MINUTES 
 

**Action Minutes of the Planning Advisory Board/Zoning Commission. Please refer to the 
audio/video recording of this meeting for additional detail.** 

 
Chair Weisenburger asked if there were any comments or corrections to the minutes of the 
regular meeting held on August 12, 2014. Seeing none, the minutes were approved as 
submitted. 
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BOARD ACTIONS NOT REQUIRING PUBLIC HEARING 
FFY 2015 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 

 
Andrew Finch, Senior Transportation Planner, presented the staff report for the Federal Fiscal 
Year 2015 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). Mr. Finch entered the staff report into the 
record.  
 
Mr. Finch said the Planning Advisory Board is the lead agency for Planning staff for the local 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) which guides the transportation planning process for 
the Great Falls area. The UPWP is a work program for the Planning section of the Planning & 
Community Development Department and includes pass through funds for the Great Falls 
Transit District.  
 
Mr. Finch explained that the 2015 UPWP includes a continuation of work activities from previous 
years as well as new items for the new Federal Fiscal Year. New items for 2015 include 
projected preparation of a Street Standards Manual.  
 
Mr. Finch concluded his review of the staff report and offered to answer any questions from the 
Board. Chair Weisenburger asked where transportation funding at the federal level stands to 
meet some of the planning objectives that were set in the Long Range Transportation Plan. Mr. 
Finch said that if the Federal Government doesn’t continue to fund transportation projects, the 
State should look at ways to do so, and if the State doesn’t, local governments may need to look 
for funding sources, which doesn’t look palatable right now. He said that right now there is still 
funding from the Federal Government, but in a decade, things could become critical.  
 
Chair Weisenburger asked what the top three transportation projects for 2015 may be. Mr. Finch 
said that the Sun River Trail project from the Warden Bridge to Fox Farm Road is one. He said 
that is the most glaring gap in the city’s bike/ped system. Another is improving 24th Avenue 
South from 26th Street to 13th Street, including reconstructing parts of 26th Street and 13th Street. 
Thirdly is an I-15 Corridor Study. There will be an informational public meeting on this study on 
October 29 at 6:00 p.m. in the Gibson Room. He said that none of the I-15 interchanges in our 
area are fully functional, and he is looking forward to having the issues quantified and having a 
course charted toward making the interchanges more functional.  

 
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTION 

 
MOTION:   That the Planning Advisory Board approve the FFY 2015 Unified Planning Work 
Program and direct the Chairman to vote accordingly at the Policy Coordinating Committee 
meeting.  

  
Made by: Mr. Taylor 
Second: Mr. Houtz 
 
VOTE:  All being in favor, the motion passed. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Next Meeting Agenda – September 23, 2014 

 FFY 2014-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

 Northview Phase 9 – Annexation, Final Plat & PUD Zoning 
 
Project Status: 

 None 
 

Petitions and Applications Received: 

 West Ridge Phase VII – Major Subdivision, Annexation & Zoning 
 
Financial Report: 

 Fourth Quarter FY 2013-14 Financial Report 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no public comment.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, Chair Weisenburger adjourned the meeting at 3:14 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     
CHAIRMAN SECRETARY 


