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Recommended Action 

Approve removal of a seg-
ment of Giant Springs Road 
from the Urban System. 

Attachment: 

Map 

Great  Fal ls  Transportat ion Planning Process  
Agenda Report—Item 6.A.  

P O L I C Y  C O O R D I N A T I N G  C O M M I T T E E  

Overview 

The South Central Arterials project is a 
roadway reconstruction project that in-
cludes 13th Street South from the City 
limits to 27th Avenue South; 26th Street 
South from the City limits to 24th Ave-
nue South; and, 24th Avenue South from 
13th Street South to 26th Street South. 

The above roads are both “on” and “off” 
the Federal-Aid Urban System, a State 
designated system that allows expendi-
ture of Federal transportation dollars on 
the roadway. The 13th and 26th Streets 
South segments of the South Central Ar-
terials Project are on the Urban System, 
and 24th Avenue South is off.  On 
March 28, upon the request from PCC, 
the Montana Transportation Commis-
sion agreed to add 24th Avenue South to 
the Urban System but also required it to 
be balanced by the removal of a like seg-
ment from the local Urban System. 

The Montana Department of Transpor-
tation (MDT) requires any segment iden-
tified for removal to have a logical termi-
nus, which could be either a junction 
with another major roadway or an en-
trance to an important destination or 
traffic generator. 

Urban System Segment Recom-
mended for Removal 

TAC and staff considered multiple op-
tions for removal, and ultimately deter-
mined that a section of Giant Springs 
Road would be the most logical and least 
impactive road segment for removal 

from the Urban System.  The segment is 
that section of road from the entrance to 
the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center to 
the current end of the Urban road seg-
ment—approximately .52 miles further at 
the entrance to the fish hatchery housing 
(see attached Map).  

Reducing the length of this Urban road-
way would terminate the Giant Springs 
Road Urban segment at an important 
destination, and allow for the addition of 
a higher-traffic roadway—24th Avenue 
South. 

TAC recommended PCC approve this 
segment for removal at its May 9 meet-
ing. 

Impact 

Removal of this segment would remove 
it from eligibility to receive Federal trans-
portation funds for improvement pro-
jects.  Such projects typically include 
roadway reconstruction, intersection im-
provements or pavement preservation 
projects.  However, removal will allow 
for more flexible road standards than 
would have otherwise been possible. 

 

“I move PCC remove from the Urban 
System a segment of Giant Springs 
Road, from the entrance to the Lewis 
& Clark Interpretive Center to the 
current end of the route.” 
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