ORDINANCE 3211

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 17 OF THE OFFICIAL
CODE OF THE CITY OF GREAT FALLS (OCCGF): RESERVING
CHAPTERS 41 THROUGH 43; AND, REPEALING AND
REPLACING CHAPTER 44 PERTAINING TO LANDSCAPING.

E R S S i e i

WHEREAS, the City Commission established Title 17 of the OCCGF outlining
provisions pertaining to, and known as, the Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission wishes to establish and reserve Chapters 41
through 43 of OCCGF Title 17; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission has recognized deficiencies throughout
OCCGF Title 17, Chapter 44, including but not limited to, typographical, grammatical,
formatting, and referencing deficiencies; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission wishes to cure the deficiencies and make
substantive amendments to OCCGF Title 17, Chapter 44, as well as to establish consistency
within the OCCGF and, where applicable, the Montana Code Annotated; and

WHEREAS, at its regularly scheduled January 28, 2020, meeting, the Great Falls
Planning Advisory Board voted to recommend that the City Commission adopt Ordinance
3211.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF
THE CITY OF GREAT FALLS, MONTANA:

Section 1. OCCGF Title 17, Chapters 41-43 are hereby established and
reserved,

Section 2. OCCGEF Title 17, Chapter 44 is hereby repealed and replaced as
depicted in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and by reference incorporated herein, with
deleted language identified by strikethrough and inserted language bolded; and

Section 3. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty (30) days after
second reading and final adoption by the City Commission.



ACCEPTED by the City Commission of the City of Great Falls, Montana on first
reading February 18, 2020.

ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Great Falls, Montana on second
reading March 17, 2020.

Bob Kelly, Mayor

ATTEST:

(CITY SEAL)

Lisa Kunz, City Clerk

APPROVED FOR LEGAL CONTENT:

Sara R. Sexe, City Attorney

State of Montana )
County of Cascade : ss
City of Great Falls )

I, Lisa Kunz, City Clerk of the City of Great Falls, Montana, do certify that | did
post as required by law and as prescribed and directed by the Commission, Ordinance 3211
on the Great Falls Civic Center posting board and the Great Falls City website.

Lisa Kunz, City Clerk

(CITY SEAL)



Exhibit “A”
Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

Chapter 41 RESERVED

Chapter 42 RESERVED

Chapter 43 RESERVED

Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

Articles:

Article 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 2 - BOULEVARD-AREAS AND-STREET-MEBIANS

Article 5—DESIGN STANDARDS FOR SINGLE FAMILY;-BUYRLEX AND MUEHTWO-FAMILY
PWHELLINGSRESIDENTIAL LAND USES

Article 3 - DESIGN STANDARDS FOR ALL OTHER LAND USES

Article 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sections:

17.44.1.010 Legislative findings.
17.44.1.020 Purpose.

17.44.1.030 Applicability.

17.44.1.040 Installation and maintenance.

17.44.1.050 Specifications for landscaping materials.
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17.44.1.060 Calculations.

17.44.1.010

Legislative findings.

The City Commission makes the following findings:

—A.

A healthy environment is an indication of a healthy community-;

3.—8.
4.—C.

5—D.

6—E.

17.44.1.020

Landscaping helps to maintain and increase property values:;

Trees and landscaping provide lasting social, economic, environmental, and aesthetic
benefits to the community-;

Flexible standards allow alternative design options that may better fit the needs of the
landowner and that may be needed to address unique site characteristics-; and

Landscaped buffers are needed between parcels of incompatible land uses, and as the
degree of incompatibility increases, the amount of buffering (width and landscaping) should
increase;-and-vice-versa.

Purpose.

This ehapter-Chapter is established to promote the public health, safety, and welfare and is intended to
accomplish the following purposes:

kA.
3.—B.

4—C.
5—D.

6—E.
+—F.
8—G.

9.—H.

Provide flexible standards where possible, rather than rigid requirements-;

Promote and improve public health and safety through the abatement of noise, glare of
lights, dust, and air pollution;

Improve the aesthetic appearance of the built environment:;

Ensure that land uses of different intensity have sufficient buffering between them to
minimize negative effects:;

Create beautiful-tree-lined streetscapes:;
Promote economic development by providing a high quality of life:;

Enhance ambient environmental conditions by providing shade, air purification, oxygen
regeneration, groundwater recharge, storm water runoff retardatier-mitigation, and neise;
glare-and-heat abatement:; and

Encourage the preservation, expansion, protection, and proper maintenance of the
community forest.
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17.44.1.030 instalationand-matrtenance-Applicability.

The landscaping requirements set forth in Articles 2 and 3 apply to:

A. New buildings constructed after the effective date of this Chapter,;

B. All buildings being increased in size by at least twenty (20) percent;

C. All buildings undergoing a substantial improvement;

D. New vehicular use areas or vehicular use areas undergoing replacement of at

least fifty percent (50%) of the pavement area, this does not apply to:

1. Overlay;
2. Restriping; and
3. Seal coat.
E. An expansion of a vehicular use area by twenty (20) percent or more, if it

equates to five (5) or more additional parking spaces; and

F. All existing properties may not be altered to cause or increase noncompliance
with the provisions of this Chapter.

17.44.1.040 Installation and maintenance.

A. Standards. All landscaping shall be installed with standard practices in
accordance with the American National Standard Institute (ANSI) A300 and shall be
live vegetation.

B. Landscaping and certificate of occupancy. Prior to the issuance of a certificate of
occupancy, all landscaping required in this ehapter—Chapter shall be installed or the
following must be completed:

1. For all uses except single-family and two-family residential land uses, an
improvement guarantee shall be filed and accepted by the City consistent with
Chapter 68 of this Title.-lnteriortandscapingfor-single-family-dwellings-shall-be
) lod withi : : he d 1l i : .

2. B—For single-family and two-family residential land uses, landscaping shall
be installed within one (1) year from the date of the certificate of occupancy
in association with the completion of a Landscape and-screening-Letter of
Commitment on file in the Planning and Community Development

Department.
C. Landscape maintenance and replacement. The property owner shall:
1.— Maintain landscaping in good condition so as to present a healthy, neat, and

orderly appearance free from refuse, weeds, and debris in accordance with
the landscaping plan as originally approved:;

2.— Replace plant-materials-within six (6) months plant materials that have died or
have otherwise been damaged or removed-;
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

3.— Maintain all non-live-living landscaping materials—; and

c— 4 The owner respon5|blef0rthe mamtenance of all—Al Iandscaplng

D. Boulevards. Any property owner wishing to construct a principal building on a
vacant lot shall be live-vegetation-responsible for installing and maintaining the
boulevard landscaping consistent with this Article.

1. Removal of a boulevard tree shall be consistent with OCCGF Title 12,
Chapter 15.
2. Trees shall be pruned to provide vertical clearance of eight (8) feet over

sidewalks and fourteen (14) feet over streets.

3. Trees required in the boulevard areas shall be selected from the list of
“Trees for Boulevard Areas in Great Falls” on file in the Planning and
Community Development Department.

4. Mulch must be contained so as not to spill into the street and/or onto the
sidewalk. Property owners are required to remove any spillage. B-
5. Existing significant boulevard trees that are alive and in healthy condition
shall be preserved unless approval is given pursuant to OCCGF Title 12,
Chapter 15.
E. Street Medians. When a median is incorporated into a subdivision, the developer

shall be responsible for installing the landscaping as part of the project and a
homeowners’ association shall be responsible for perpetual maintenance, or the
City, at its discretion, may accept responsibility. Designs shall be approved by the
City.

F. Mature tree credit. Mature coverage of existing canopy trees will be computed and applied
directly to the required landscaping- as follows:

1. Every existing mature tree of at least six (6) inches of diameter will be applied
as the equivalent of two (2) required interior trees.

2.
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

3. Health and placement of the mature tree will be taken into consideration by
the City when applying the mature tree credit.

17.44.1.040050 Specifications for landscaping materials.

A.— Generally. All plant materials shall be installed pursuant to the minimum
requirements as provided by this Chapter. All plant material shall be healthy, vigorous,
and free of disease and insects. Plant material shall conform to the specifications of the
American Association of Nurserymen (AAN) for Grade No. 1-grade.
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

B.— Trees. Trees shall meet the following standards:

1.— ShadeBoulevard trees shall be at least one and one-half (1%%2) inches trunk caliper,
measured ene{1)foot-abeve-six (6) inches from the ground—soil line or root
flare; and

2.— Ornamental Interior deciduous trees shall be at least one and one-quarter (1¥4)

inches trunk caliper measured ene-{1)footabeve-six (6) inches from the ground-
soil line or root flare -and-3-, and Evergreen-interior evergreen trees shall have

a minimum planting height of five (5) feet.

C.— Shrubs. Shrubs shall be at least two-gallon container-grown material or ef-equivalent-size
i-bare-root- of eighteen (18) inches of height or greater.
D.—Groundcover-Groundecover Perennials. Perennials shall be at least one-gallon

container-grown material or of equivalent size if bare-root.

E.— Turf. Turf areas may be sodded or seeded. In areas subject to erosion, sod shall be used.
Sod shall be commercially grown and clean and free of weeds, noxious pests, and
diseases. If seeded, temporary watering is required, and a vegetative cover shall be
established with a density of at least 70% of the seeded area in order for a certificate
of occupancy to be issued.

F.—Muleh- Mulch. Acceptable mulches include organic materials (wood chips and
shredded bark), and inert inorganic materials (decomposed granite, cobble and
gravel). Where mulch is used as a ground treatment, it shall be applied to a depth of feur
{three (3) inches. A suitable landscape fabric shall be placed between the soil and mulch
to impede weed growth for inert organic materials.
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G.— Lawn edging. recommended-required-Lawn edging shall be installed around all
shrub beds except for single-family and two-family land uses. Acceptable lawn

edging is-includes steel, aluminum, polyethylene, and concrete curbing.

|E| Exhibit 441. Dimensional standards for retaning walls

17.44.1.060 Calculations.

When a calculation is used to determine the number of required trees, or the like, and results in a fraction,

the requirement shall be considered-the-whole-number{rounded up}to the nearest whole number.

Article 2 BOULEVARD-AREAS-DESIGN STANDARDS FOR SINGLE-FAMILY AND
STREET MEDIANSTWO-FAMILY RESIDENCE LAND USES
Sections:

Great Falls-, Montana, Code of Ordinances Page 7
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17.44.2.010 Boulevards.
17.44.2.020 Landscaping requirements.

_ . ired. . irod to:
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Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

17.44.2.010 Boulevards.

—A.

kB.

Boulevards shall contain grass—sod and trees {with three (3) foot diameter organic
mulched reservoirs) and may include shrubs, flewers-perennials, and/or ornamental plants

(with-erganic-mulchedreservoirs-within a landscaping bed).

Materials and vegetation prohibited in a residential boulevard include, but are not
limited to, the following:

1. Artificial vegetation including, but not limited to, trees, shrubs, perennials,
and grass;

2. All non-living material except as specifically allowed by this Chapter;

3. Fences and/or walls (unless approved via a Boulevard Encroachment Permit
by the City Engineer);

4. Gravel, decomposed granite, or cobble; and
5. Sand.

At least one (1) canopy-type tree shall be planted and maintained in a boulevard section
for each thirty-five (35) lineal feet of street and avenue frontage or portion thereof; not
covered by driveway, sidewalks, or other approved hard surface.

(Ord—2950,2067)

3—D.

4—E.

17.44.52.020

A.

Trees shall be spaced more or less evenly along the length of the boulevard area, taking
into account the location of light poles, fire hydrants, and the like, and the mature canopy
width of existing trees and those being planted.

No shrub shall be planted within five (5) feet of a fire hydrant or within a clear visibility
vision triangle {as defined in Chapter32-Section-OCCGF § 17.32.160-of-thisFitle}, if its

mature height will exceed two and one-half (242) feet. The height shall be measured from
the adjoining street centerline surface elevation.

Landscaping shal-be-maintained; requirements.

Single-family and those-plantings-which-fail-two-family dwellings shall contain at least
one (1) interior tree in addition to the required boulevard trees.
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Sections:

Exhibit “A”
Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

Turf grass or ground cover plants shall cover at least fifty (50) percent of the lot
area not covered by a structure.
Regional stormwater facilities shall be landscaped pursuant to OCCGF Title 13.

DESIGN STANDARDS FOR ALL OTHER LAND USES

17.44.3.010 Submittals.
17.44.3.020 Boulevards.
17.44.3.030 Landscaping requirements.

17.44.3.010

stvivve-Submittals.

All landscape specifications, plans, etc., shall be submitted to the City Planning and Community

Development Department for review and approval. Plans shall be replaced-with-approved-plantings
within-three-(3}meonths:to scale and shall include at a minimum:

6—A. A site plan showing dimensioned location of all plant materials, site amenities

17.44.3.020

A.

(signage, benches, etc.), north arrow, property lines, visibility triangles, easements,
utilities and otherwise;

A plant list containing botanical names, common name, plant size, number, and
variety of each plant used and mature area of coverage of canopy trees; and

An analysis of the requirements found in this Chapter including the calculation of
required interior landscaping, rate of plantings, and boulevard tree requirements.

Boulevards.

Boulevards shall contain sod and trees with three (3) foot diameter organic mulched
reservoirs and may include shrubs, perennials, and/or ornamental plants (within a
landscaping bed).

Materials and vegetation prohibited in a residential-boulevard include, but are not limited
to, the following:

a—1. Artificial vegetation including, but not limited to, trees, shrubs, vines, bushes,
flowers, and grass-;

_ y " : _

e—2. Fences/ and/ or walls (unless approved via-through a Boulevard Encroachment
Permit by the City Engineer}:); and
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

e—3. Sand.

~At least one (1) canopy-type tree shall be planted and
maintained in the boulevard section for each fifty (50) lineal feet of street and avenue
frontage or portion thereof not covered by driveway, sidewalks, or other approved
hard surface.

2—D. Trees shall be spaced more or less evenly along the length of the boulevard area,
taking into account the location of light poles, fire hydrants, and the like, and the
mature canopy width of existing trees and those being planted.

E. Any landscaping in the boulevard area that impedes pedestrian travel or is deemed
detrimental to public safety shall be pruned or removed, immediately by the property
owner, tenant, or agency upon written notification from the City.

F. Limited amounts of non-living materials (mulches) are permitted when used in conjunction
with shrub and tree plantings. Acceptable mulches include organic materials (wood chips
and shredded bark), and inert inorganic materials (decomposed granite,—cebble—and
gravel). Where muleh-is-inert organic materials are used, a suitable landscape fabric
shall be placed between the soil and mulch material to impede weed growth. However, the
use of these substitute materials must be specifically approved by the City as part of a
landscape plan.

G. All non-living material must be contained and shall not spill into the street and/or onto the
sidewalk. Owners are required to remove any spillage.

H. No shrub shall be planted within five (5) feet of a fire hydrant or within a clear vision
triangle (as defined in OCCGF § 17.32.160) if its mature height will exceed two and
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Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

one-half (2%) feet. The height shall be measured from the adjoining street centerline
surface elevation.

l. An automatic irrigation system shall be required.
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17.44.3.030

A—

Landscaping requirements.

Minimum requirements for interior landscaping. Minimum—The minimum square
footage of interior landscaping, inclusive of landscaping in vehicular use areas—and
foundationplanting-areas, shall be fifteen (15) percent of the gross property area to be
developed or redeveloped for property-located-in-a-commercial-zoneand-seventeen{174)
percent-of-the-gross-area-to-be-developediornon-residential-all uses inresidential-zones-

except industrial.

Vehicular use area requirements. Apertion-of-the requiredlandscaping—equalto-atleast

A minimum of ten (10) percent of the-off-street vehicular use areas; must be lecated
within-the-vehicular use-areas—landscaped. This requirement can be a part of the
required interior landscaping pursuant to § 17.44.3.030(A.). The following specific
standards shall apply:

1.— Each row of parking spaces in interior parking areas shall be terminated by a
landscaped island-;

2.— There shall be no more than twenty (20) parking spaces in a row without a
landscaped island-;

3.— Landscaped islands shall have a minimum island dimension (inside curb face to
inside curb face) of six (6) feet and shall extend the length of the parking space-

(Ore-—2950,200%);

4— Landscaped areas within a vehiele-vehicular use area shall be bounded by a
continuous concrete eurb-or-ether-curbs or similar barrier approved by the City
Engineer-;

5.— Landscaped islands shalb-must contain canopy-shade-trees; a tree with either

shrubs and/or turf grass. If light poles are located within a landscape island,
the island tree may be planted in another location within the interior area to
be landscaped; and

{Ord-—2956,-2067)

6.—  Where a vehicular use area abuts a public-use roadway, a minimum six (6) feet of
landscaping shall be provided between the vehicular use area and the sidewalk

with-atleast seventy-five (75)percent-of- the-area-inturf-grass—property line.

Irrigation of Landscaping. An automatic irrigation system shall be mounded-required.

Rate of plantings.
1. For sites Iess than two (2) acres: There shall be a minimum of aaeé@)—mehes
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and maintained per four hundred (400) square feet, or fraction thereof, of
required interior landscaping.

2. For sites two (2) acres and greater: There shall be a minimum of one (1) tree
and four (4) shrubs planted and maintained per five hundred (500) square
feet, or fraction thereof, of required interior landscaping.

3. Perennial substitution: Two (2) perennials or one (1) ornamental grass may
be substituted for one (1) shrub for a maximum of thirty (30) percent of total
required shrubs.

4, Non-vegetative special features:

i. Nine (9) cubic feet of freestanding permanent sculpture which is integrated
with eurbing-orother similar-barrier-landscaping may be substituted for one (1)
shrub with a maximum of ten (10) percent of total required shrubs.
Requirements shall be approved by the City-Engineer.

B—ii. Stone boulders not smaller than two (2) feet in diameter which are
integrated with other landscaping may be substituted for one (1) shrub with
a maximum of ten (10) percent of total required shrubs.

Boulevard landscaping credit. Twenty-five (25) percent of the boulevard landscaping
area, excluding sidewalks and driveways, may be credited to the interior
landscaping area requirement specified in (A). In addition, up to two (2) shade trees
planted in the boulevard area may be credited toward interior tree requirements.

Buffer between uses. Where a non-residential use abuts a residential use, a
minimum fifteen-foot landscape buffer shall be provided along the full length of the
shared property line. The landscape buffer shall contain sod, trees, and shrubs. The
plantings required for the landscape buffer may be counted towards the interior rate
of plantings requirement.

Screening between uses. Where a vehicular use area abuts an adjacent residential
use one of the following shall be installed to screen the residential use from the
lights of the vehicles:

1. Fence or wall. Provide a six-foot tall, 100% percent opaque wall or fence along
the-sereening-area shared property line; or
2. Landscape Berm. Provide a landseape-berm at least three (3) feet in height with

landscaping at the top of the berm. If the berm is less than five (5) feet in height,
it must include at least one shrub or tree per three (3) linear feet along the top of
the berm.

Natural amenities. When a site abuts a natural amenity such as a flood plain, canal, park
or other open space, the landscape plan shall integrate with and respect the natural
integrity of the amenity.

Detention-and-retention-areas-Stormwater facilities. By design, detention-andretention
areas-stormwater facilities shall be phyS|caIIy, functionally, and visually mtegrated into
adjacent landscape areas. ,

| T roulat : ek .
Landscaping in Central business core. All properties located in the C-4 central

business core zoning district are exempt from the above listed requirements except
for Subsections (B.) and (C.) of this Section.
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(Ord. 3211, 2019; Ord. 2958, 2007; Ord. 2950, 2007; Ord. 2923, 2005; Ord. 2734, 1998; Ord. 2687,
1995; Ord. 2599, 1991; Ord. 2549, 1989; Ord. 2404, 1985; Ord. 2185, 1980)

Great Falls-, Montana, Code of Ordinances Page 17



Exhibit “B”
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Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

Chapter 41 RESERVED

Chapter 42 RESERVED

Chapter 43 RESERVED

Chapter 44 LANDSCAPING

Articles:

Article 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 2 - DESIGN STANDARDS FOR SINGLE FAMILY AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL LAND USES
Article 3 - DESIGN STANDARDS FOR ALL OTHER LAND USES

Articlel GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sections:

17.44.1.010 Legislative findings.

17.44.1.020 Purpose.

17.44.1.030 Applicability.

17.44.1.040 Installation and maintenance.
17.44.1.050 Specifications for landscaping materials.
17.44.1.060 Calculations.

17.44.1.010 Legislative findings.

The City Commission makes the following findings:

A. A healthy environment is an indication of a healthy community;
B. Landscaping helps to maintain and increase property values;

Trees and landscaping provide lasting social, economic, environmental, and aesthetic
benefits to the community;

D. Flexible standards allow alternative design options that may better fit the needs of the
landowner and that may be needed to address unique site characteristics; and
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Landscaped buffers are needed between parcels of incompatible land uses, and as the
degree of incompatibility increases, the amount of buffering (width and landscaping) should
increase.

Purpose.

This Chapter is established to promote the public health, safety, and welfare and is intended to
accomplish the following purposes:

A.
B.

17.44.1.030

Provide flexible standards where possible, rather than rigid requirements;

Promote and improve public health and safety through the abatement of noise, glare of
lights, dust, and air pollution;

Improve the aesthetic appearance of the built environment;

Ensure that land uses of different intensity have sufficient buffering between them to
minimize negative effects;

Create tree-lined streetscapes;
Promote economic development by providing a high quality of life;

Enhance ambient environmental conditions by providing shade, air purification, oxygen
regeneration, groundwater recharge, storm water runoff mitigation, and heat abatement;
and

Encourage the preservation, expansion, protection, and proper maintenance of the
community forest.

Applicability.

The landscaping requirements set forth in Articles 2 and 3 apply to:

A.
B.

New buildings constructed after the effective date of this Chapter;

All buildings being increased in size by at least twenty (20) percent;
All buildings undergoing a substantial improvement;

New vehicular use areas or vehicular use areas undergoing replacement of at least
fifty percent (50%) of the pavement area, this does not apply to:

1. Overlay;
2. Restriping; and
3. Seal coat.

An expansion of a vehicular use area by twenty (20) percent or more, if it equates to
five (5) or more additional parking spaces; and

All existing properties may not be altered to cause or increase noncompliance with the
provisions of this Chapter.
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Installation and maintenance.

Standards. All landscaping shall be installed with standard practices in accordance with
the American National Standard Institute (ANSI) A300 and shall be live vegetation.

Landscaping and certificate of occupancy. Prior to the issuance of a certificate of
occupancy, all landscaping required in this Chapter shall be installed or the following must
be completed:

1.

For all uses except single-family and two-family residential land uses, an
improvement guarantee shall be filed and accepted by the City consistent with
Chapter 68 of this Title.

For single-family and two-family residential land uses, landscaping shall be
installed within one (1) year from the date of the certificate of occupancy in
association with the completion of a Landscape Letter of Commitment on file in the
Planning and Community Development Department.

Landscape maintenance and replacement. The property owner shall:

1.

3.
4.

Maintain landscaping in good condition so as to present a healthy, neat, and
orderly appearance free from refuse, weeds, and debris in accordance with the
landscaping plan as originally approved;

Replace within six (6) months plant materials that have died or have otherwise
been damaged or removed;

Maintain all non-living landscaping materials; and

The owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of all landscaping

Boulevards. Any property owner wishing to construct a principal building on a vacant lot
shall be responsible for installing and maintaining the boulevard landscaping consistent
with this Article.

1.

Removal of a boulevard tree shall be consistent with OCCGF Title 12, Chapter
15.

Trees shall be pruned to provide vertical clearance of eight (8) feet over
sidewalks and fourteen (14) feet over streets.

Trees required in the boulevard areas shall be selected from the list of “Trees for
Boulevard Areas in Great Falls” on file in the Planning and Community
Development Department.

Mulch must be contained so as not tospill into the street and/or onto the
sidewalk. Property owners are required to remove any spillage.

Existing significant boulevard trees that are alive and in healthy condition shall be
preserved unless approval is given pursuant to OCCGF Title 12, Chapter 15.

Street Medians. When a median is incorporated into a subdivision, the developer shall be
responsible for installing the landscaping as part of the project and a homeowners’
association shall be responsible for perpetual maintenance, or the City, at its discretion,
may accept responsibility. Designs shall be approved by the City.

Mature tree credit. Mature coverage of existing canopy trees will be computed and applied
directly to the required landscaping as follows:
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1. Every existing mature tree of at least six (6) inches of diameter will be applied as
the equivalent of two (2) required interior trees.

2. The diameter of the mature tree will be measured pursuant to the requirements of
this Article.

3. Health and placement of the mature tree will be taken into consideration by the

City when applying the mature tree credit.

17.44.1.050 Specifications for landscaping materials.

A. Generally. All plant materials shall be installed pursuant to the minimum requirements as
provided by this Chapter. All plant material shall be healthy, vigorous, and free of disease
and insects. Plant material shall conform to the specifications of the American Association
of Nurserymen (AAN) for Grade No. 1.

B. Trees. Trees shall meet the following standards:

1. Boulevard trees shall be at least one and one-half (1%2) inches trunk caliper,
measured six (6) inches from the soil line or root flare; and

2. Interior deciduous trees shall be at least one and one (1) inch trunk caliper
measured six (6) inches from the soil line or root flare, and interior evergreen trees
shall have a minimum planting height of five (5) feet.

C. Shrubs. Shrubs shall be at least two-gallon container-grown material or bare-root of
eighteen (18) inches of height or greater.

D. Perennials. Perennials shall be at least one-gallon container-grown material or of
equivalent size if bare-root.

E. Turf. Turf areas may be sodded or seeded. In areas subject to erosion, sod shall be used.
Sod shall be commercially grown and clean and free of weeds, noxious pests, and
diseases. If seeded, temporary watering is required, and a vegetative cover shall be
established with a density of at least 70% of the seeded area in order for a certificate of
occupancy to be issued.

F. Mulch. Acceptable mulches include organic materials (wood chips and shredded bark),
and inert inorganic materials (decomposed granite, cobble and gravel). Where mulch is
used as a ground treatment, it shall be applied to a depth of three (3) inches. A suitable
landscape fabric shall be placed between the soil and mulch to impede weed growth for
inert organic materials.

G. Lawn edging. Lawn edging shall be installed around all shrub beds except for single-family
and two-family land uses. Acceptable lawn edging includes steel, aluminum, polyethylene,
and concrete curbing.

17.44.1.060 Calculations.

When a calculation is used to determine the number of required trees, or the like, and results in a fraction,
the requirement shall be rounded to the nearest whole number.
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Article 2  DESIGN STANDARDS FOR SINGLE-FAMILY AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENCE

LAND USES
Sections:

17.44.2.010 Boulevards.
17.44.2.020 Landscaping requirements.

17.44.2.010 Boulevards.

A.

17.44.2.020

A.

Boulevards shall contain sod and trees with three (3) foot diameter organic mulched
reservoirs and may include shrubs, perennials, and/or ornamental plants (within a
landscaping bed).

Materials and vegetation prohibited in a residential boulevard include, but are not limited
to, the following:

1. Artificial vegetation including, but not limited to, trees, shrubs, perennials, and
grass;
2. All non-living material except as specifically allowed by this Chapter;

Fences and/or walls (unless approved via a Boulevard Encroachment Permit by
the City Engineer);

4, Gravel, decomposed granite, or cobble; and
5. Sand.

At least one (1) canopy-type tree shall be planted and maintained in a boulevard section
for each thirty-five (35) lineal feet of street and avenue frontage or portion thereof not
covered by driveway, sidewalks, or other approved hard surface.

Trees shall be spaced more or less evenly along the length of the boulevard area, taking
into account the location of light poles, fire hydrants, and the like, and the mature canopy
width of existing trees and those being planted.

No shrub shall be planted within five (5) feet of a fire hydrant or within a clear vision triangle
as defined in OCCGF § 17.32.160, if its mature height will exceed two and one-half (2v2)
feet. The height shall be measured from the adjoining street centerline surface elevation.

Landscaping requirements.

Single-family and two-family dwellings shall contain at least one (1) interior tree in addition
to the required boulevard trees.

Turf grass or ground cover plants shall cover at least fifty (50) percent of the lot area not
covered by a structure.
Regional stormwater facilities shall be landscaped pursuant to OCCGF Title 13.
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DESIGN STANDARDS FOR ALL OTHER LAND USES

17.44.3.010 Submittals.
17.44.3.020 Boulevards.

17.44.3.030 Landscaping requirements.

17.44.3.010

Submittals.

All landscape specifications, plans, etc., shall be submitted to the City Planning and Community
Development Department for review and approval. Plans shall be to scale and shall include at a

minimum:

A.

17.44.3.020

A.

A site plan showing dimensioned location of all plant materials, site amenities (signage,
benches, etc.), north arrow, property lines, visibility triangles, easements, utilities and
otherwise;

A plant list containing botanical names, common name, plant size, number, and variety of
each plant used and mature area of coverage of canopy trees; and

An analysis of the requirements found in this Chapter including the calculation of required
interior landscaping, rate of plantings, and boulevard tree requirements.

Boulevards.

Boulevards shall contain sod and trees with three (3) foot diameter organic mulched
reservoirs and may include shrubs, perennials, and/or ornamental plants (within a
landscaping bed).

Materials and vegetation prohibited in a boulevard include, but are not limited to, the
following:

1. Artificial vegetation including, but not limited to, trees, shrubs, vines, bushes,
flowers, and grass;

2. Fences and/ or walls (unless approved through a Boulevard Encroachment Permit
by the City Engineer); and

3. Sand.

At least one (1) canopy-type tree shall be planted and maintained in the boulevard section
for each fifty (50) lineal feet of street and avenue frontage or portion thereof not covered
by driveway, sidewalks, or other approved hard surface.

Trees shall be spaced more or less evenly along the length of the boulevard area, taking
into account the location of light poles, fire hydrants, and the like, and the mature canopy
width of existing trees and those being planted.
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Any landscaping in the boulevard area that impedes pedestrian travel or is deemed
detrimental to public safety shall be pruned or removed, immediately by the property owner,
tenant, or agency upon written notification from the City.

Limited amounts of non-living materials (mulches) are permitted when used in conjunction
with shrub and tree plantings. Acceptable mulches include organic materials (wood chips
and shredded bark), and inert inorganic materials (decomposed granite and gravel). Where
inert organic materials are used, a suitable landscape fabric shall be placed between the
soil and mulch material to impede weed growth. However, the use of these substitute
materials must be specifically approved by the City as part of a landscape plan.

All non-living material must be contained and shall not spill into the street and/or onto the
sidewalk. Owners are required to remove any spillage.

No shrub shall be planted within five (5) feet of a fire hydrant or within a clear vision triangle
(as defined in OCCGF § 17.32.160) if its mature height will exceed two and one-half (2Y%)
feet. The height shall be measured from the adjoining street centerline surface elevation.

An automatic irrigation system shall be required.

Landscaping requirements.

Minimum requirements for interior landscaping. The minimum square footage of
interior landscaping, inclusive of landscaping in vehicular use areas, shall be fifteen (15)
percent of the gross property area to be developed or redeveloped for all uses except
industrial.

Vehicular use area requirements. A minimum of ten (10) percent of off-street vehicular
use areas must be landscaped. This requirement can be a part of the required interior
landscaping pursuant to 8§ 17.44.3.030(A.). The following specific standards shall apply:

1. Each row of parking spaces in interior parking areas shall be terminated by a
landscaped island;

2. There shall be no more than twenty (20) parking spaces in a row without a
landscaped island;

3. Landscaped islands shall have a minimum island dimension (inside curb face to
inside curb face) of six (6) feet and shall extend the length of the parking space;

4, Landscaped areas within a vehicular use area shall be bounded by continuous
concrete curbs or similar barrier approved by the City Engineer;

5. Landscaped islands must contain a tree with either shrubs and/or turf grass. If
light poles are located within a landscape island, the island tree may be planted in
another location within the interior area to be landscaped; and

6. Where a vehicular use area abuts a public-use roadway, a minimum six (6) feet of
landscaping shall be provided between the vehicular use area and the property
line.

Irrigation of Landscaping. An automatic irrigation system shall be required.

Rate of plantings.
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1. For sites less than two (2) acres: There shall be a minimum of one (1) tree and
four (4) shrubs planted and maintained per four hundred (400) square feet, or
fraction thereof, of required interior landscaping.

2. For sites two (2) acres and greater: There shall be a minimum of one (1) tree
and four (4) shrubs planted and maintained per five hundred (500) square feet, or
fraction thereof, of required interior landscaping.

3. Perennial substitution: Two (2) perennials or one (1) ornamental grass may be
substituted for one (1) shrub for a maximum of thirty (30) percent of total required
shrubs.

4, Non-vegetative special features:

i. Nine (9) cubic feet of freestanding permanent sculpture which is integrated with
other landscaping may be substituted for one (1) shrub with a maximum of ten (10)
percent of total required shrubs. Requirements shall be approved by the City.

ii. Stone boulders not smaller than two (2) feet in diameter which are integrated with
other landscaping may be substituted for one (1) shrub with a maximum of ten (10)
percent of total required shrubs.

E. Boulevard landscaping credit. Twenty-five (25) percent of the boulevard landscaping
area, excluding sidewalks and driveways, may be credited to the interior landscaping area
requirement specified in (A). In addition, up to two (2) shade trees planted in the boulevard
area may be credited toward interior tree requirements.

F. Buffer between uses. Where a non-residential use abuts a residential use, a minimum
fifteen-foot landscape buffer shall be provided along the full length of the shared property
line. The landscape buffer shall contain sod, trees, and shrubs. The plantings required for
the landscape buffer may be counted towards the interior rate of plantings requirement.

G. Screening between uses. Where a vehicular use area abuts an adjacent residential use
one of the following shall be installed to screen the residential use from the lights of the
vehicles:

1. Fence or wall. Provide a six-foot tall, 100 percent opaque wall or fence along the
shared property line; or

2. Landscape Berm. Provide a berm at least three (3) feet in height with landscaping
at the top of the berm. If the berm is less than five (5) feet in height, it must include
at least one shrub or tree per three (3) linear feet along the top of the berm.

H. Natural amenities. When a site abuts a natural amenity such as a flood plain, canal, park
or other open space, the landscape plan shall integrate with and respect the natural
integrity of the amenity.

l. Stormwater facilities. By design, stormwater facilities shall be physically, functionally, and
visually integrated into adjacent landscape areas.

J. Landscaping in Central business core. All properties located in the C-4 Central business
core zoning district are exempt from the above listed requirements except for Subsections
(B.) and (C.) of this Section.

(Ord. 3211, 2019; Ord. 2958, 2007; Ord. 2950, 2007; Ord. 2923, 2005; Ord. 2734, 1998; Ord. 2687, 1995;
Ord. 2599, 1991; Ord. 2549, 1989; Ord. 2404, 1985; Ord. 2185, 1980)
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