
Page 1 of 3 

 

Date: June 11, 2018 

CITY OF GREAT FALLS 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

 

Item: University of Providence Great Falls University Center – 1301 20th St. S 

 

Applicant: University of Providence Great Falls, Owner 

 

Representative:  Jana Cooper – TD&H Engineering 

 

Presented By: Brad Eatherly, Planner I, Planning and Community Development 

 

Action Requested: Approve the submitted design with conditions. 
 

 

Suggested Motion: 

1. Board Member moves: 

 

“I move that the Design Review Board (approve/approve with conditions/deny) the Design 

Review Application for the proposed University of Providence Great Falls University  

Center, located at 1301 20th St. South, as shown in the conceptual development plans 

contained within this report and provided by the Applicant, subject to the Conditions of 

Approval." 

 

2. Chairman calls for a second, Board discussion, public comment, and calls the vote. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Overall Project Description: 

The applicant is proposing construction of a new student center building (identified as the 

University Center) on the University of Providence Great Falls property. The project site is 

located within the 4.3 acre campus, on the west side where the 20th Street South parking lot 

currently sits.  The proposal includes the construction of a new 36,000 square foot building.  One 

of the goals of the project is to have the University Center connect the campus to the surrounding 

community.  This will be accomplished by the construction of an open air plaza (identified as the 

Gateway Plaza) which will also lead to an art gallery and a Welcome Center area.  The second 

level of proposed building will feature a sky bridge connecting the north part of the building to 

the south.  The main architectural features are restrained, geometric, and pedestrian scaled, while 

paying tribute to the historic International Style architecture already established on campus.  The 

subject property is zoned PLI, Public Lands and Institutional, so there is no issue with the 

proposed use of the building. 

 

Exhibit 28-1 Standards and Guidelines for specific projects and buildings 

New Construction 

The proposal is in compliance with all requirements of Exhibit 28-1, with one exception. 

Standard #11, Orientation of Primary Entry, has been deviated from by not having any entries 
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facing the public street – 20th Street South.  Rather, all entries either face the interior of the open 

air plaza underneath the sky bridge or are oriented to the interior of the campus.  City staff 

believes that providing a sidewalk to the open air plaza where the entries are located serves the 

spirit of the standard by clearly identifying and highlighting the entry from the street.  The 

proposed building has a contemporary architectural design while still reflecting the existing 

architectural style on campus.  The exterior materials will consist of brick, metal panels, and 

glass. A color and material palette can be found in the attached development drawings. Any 

mechanical equipment on site will be housed on the roof of the building.  A mechanical yard on 

the south side of the building will be properly screened. 

 

Conformance with Title 17 - Land Development Code 

The proposed project is in conformance with the relevant requirements of Title 17 - Land 

Development Code, of the Official Code of the City of Great Falls (OCCGF), including but not 

limited to zoning, setbacks, building height and lot coverage. 

 

Site Plan 

Because the new building and proposed site improvements are being proposed for an existing 

parking lot area, no new curb cuts on 20th Street South are proposed.  However, 127 existing 

parking spots from the larger parking area will be removed in order to construct the new 

building.  The proposal calls for 129 total parking spaces for the project with five (5) being 

accessible.  The total number of parking spaces for the entire campus comes to 819, while there 

are 600 parking passes distributed for faculty, staff, and students. While parking is being reduced 

with this project, staff supports the reduction in favor of increased building density on campus. 

Because the campus’ parking count still exceeds the faculty, staff, and student permit count, 

there are still opportunities for visitor parking without creating challenges for the adjoining 

residential areas of the city. 

 

In addition to the smaller, reconfigured parking area, the Gateway Plaza is proposed to extend 

from the right of way sidewalk on 20th Street South east toward the interior of the campus.  A 

promenade, about forty (40) feet wide at the plaza, then dissects the new building, allowing for 

the sky bridge overhead. Additionally, the applicant proposes to construct seven (7) foot wide 

interior sidewalks to aid pedestrian circulation around the building. 

 

Stormwater Management 

A stormwater management plan is required to be reviewed by the City’s Public Works 

Department.  The applicant is proposing low impact development features including new 

bioswales. 

 

Outdoor Lighting 

The applicant has provided an outdoor lighting plan which is in compliance with the 

requirements of Chapter 40 - Outdoor Lighting of the OCCGF. The proposed lighting plan 

provides lighting mounted on the building and pole mounted lighting.  The proposed lighting 

plan and specifications show full downcast fixtures to prevent light pollution and meets all 

averages as set forth in the OCCGF.   
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Landscaping 

The City’s landscape code requires a minimum of fifteen percent of the gross property area to be 

designated as interior landscaping. The interior landscaping is to be inclusive of landscaping in 

vehicular use areas and foundation planting areas. The request requires 16,522 square feet of 

interior landscaping to be provided, and the proposal is in compliance with this standard. The 

OCCGF further requires one (1) tree and seven (7) shrubs planted and maintained per four 

hundred (400) square feet, or fraction thereof, of required interior landscaping.  The landscape 

plan proposes 11 boulevard trees, 47 interior trees, 390 shrubs, and several perennial plantings. 

These counts exceed the requirements for compliance with the OCCGF. The landscape plan has 

been submitted to the City Forester and any recommendations will be incorporated into the 

landscape plan. 

 

Signage 

The applicant has not proposed any new signage in regards to this project. 

 

Recommendation:  
Staff supports this application and recommends the Design Review Board approve the submitted 

design with conditions. 

 

Conditions of Approval:  

A. The proposed project shall be developed consistent with the conditions in this staff 

report, all codes and ordinances of the City of Great Falls, the State of Montana, and all 

other applicable regulatory agencies. 

 

B.  If after the approval of the conceptual development plans as approved by this Board, the 

owner proposes to expand or modify the conceptual development plans, the Director of 

the Planning and Community Development Department shall determine in writing if 

such proposed change would alter the findings for one or more review criteria.  If such 

proposed change would alter the findings, the proposal shall be resubmitted for review 

as a new application.  

 

Exhibits:         

Aerial Map 

Project Narrative 

Color and Material Sheets 

  Elevations 

   Development Plans 

  
CC Dave Dobbs, City Engineering  

 Jim Young, City Engineering 

 Patty Cadwell, Neighborhood Council Coordinator 

 Todd Seymanski, City Forester 

 Jana Cooper, TD&H Engineering, jana.cooper@tdhengineering.com 

  



AERIAL MAP

19
TH

 S
T S

20
TH

 S
T S

12TH AVE S

11TH AVE S

23
RD

 S
T S

24
TH

 S
T S

13TH AVE S

14TH AVE S

15TH AVE S

320 0 320160 Feet

Subject Property
City Limits
Tracts of Land ¯



 
 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

>2025 First Avenue, Suite 300, Seattle, WA 98121-3131 
206 441 4522 / nacarchitecture.com 

Seattle / Spokane / Los Angeles 

University of Providence, Great Falls – University Center 
5/21/2018 

 

 

DESIGN NARRATIVE 

The University Center is a prominent feature in the development of the Campus Master Plan at the 

University of Providence, Great Falls (UPGF). As the new gateway to campus, it asserts the Catholic 

identity of UPGF, expanding its architectural language and leading the way for future development. 

 

Applying fundamental concepts outlined by the master plan, the University Center connects the campus 

and the surrounding community.  This is achieved through a new Gateway Plaza that reinforces the 

existing central east-west axis across campus, extending it further west out to 20th Street.  Organized on 

either side of this open air plaza are Galerie Trinitas and the Welcome Center. These important program 

spaces promote the University’s Catholic mission while enhancing the visibility of its arts and academic 

programs.  

 

Meanwhile, the building’s west façade announces the threshold to campus. Second level administrative 

and conferencing spaces connect overhead, accented by a free-spanning solar screen. This second level 

sky bridge echoes the established language of Sullivan Hall, located across the main quad at the 

opposite east end of campus. Visitors to west side of campus enter through this Gateway Plaza, passing 

under the University Center to experience a panoramic view of campus as they emerge. 

 

In accordance with the strong International Style architectural precedent on campus, the massing of the 

University Center is restrained, geometric, and pedestrian scaled. A simple material palette of brick 

masonry and dark bronze anodized aluminum is complemented by rigorous application of texture, 

shadow, and massing. The design proposal pays tribute to this historic architectural style with clearly 

expressed features: 

 

• Orthogonal geometric massing 

• Carefully curated material palette 

• Minimalist ornamentation 

• Low flat roofs, and 

• Expansive areas of transparency and opacity in the facades 

By bringing together the old and the new, the University Center offers an accessible and welcoming 

experience for users. It features a variety of interior spaces that are open to light, emphasizing campus 

and community connections. It refines the historic campus language with a contemporary appeal, 

signaling the institution’s readiness to welcome new students and visitors to the University of 

Providence, Great Falls. 
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