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Agenda # 21  
Commission Meeting Date: July 5, 2016   

CITY OF GREAT FALLS  
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

 
Item: Agreement for Installation, Operation and Maintenance of Underground 3-

Phase Primary Electrical Facilities to serve the North Great Falls Lift 
Station and Force Main - O. F. 1476.5 

 
From: Engineering Division  
 
Initiated By: Public Works Department  
 
Presented By: Jim Rearden, Public Works Director  
 
Action Requested: Approve Agreement  
 
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
1.   Commissioner moves: 
 
 "I move the City Commission (approve/not approve) an Agreement with NorthWestern 

Energy to  Install, Operate and Maintain Underground 3-Phase Primary Electrical 
Facilities in the amount of $110,017.02 and authorize the City Manager to execute the 
Agreement." 

 
2.  Mayor calls for a second to the motion, Commission discussion, public comment, and calls 

for the vote. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Approve Agreement 
 
Background:  
 
 Significant Impacts 

The project consists of extending the City’s public sewer system to serve a residential 
growth area of the City generally located north of 36th Avenue NE and extending westward 
to 6th Street NW.  This area includes the recently annexed Thaniel and West Ridge 
Additions.  Work scope in this project includes a new waste water lift station and associated 
force and gravity sewer mains. This Agreement will provide electric power to the lift station. 

  
Citizen Participation 
In recent years, City staff has had numerous discussions with area developers regarding 
installation of a wastewater lift station to serve several hundred acres of land that had 
been proposed for development but was located down slope of the City’s existing gravity 
system. An agreement was reached for the City to design and construct improvements to 
serve the area, with each developer reimbursing the City for their share of the cost of 
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improvements. The Thaniel and West Ridge Additions Improvement Agreements each 
include provisions for reimbursing the City for each subdivision’s share of the project 
costs.  Each of those subdivisions has granted easements for the utility main extensions 
and land for the lift station site.  
 
Workload Impacts 
Northwestern Energy has completed the preliminary design for the electrical facilities and 
will complete the acquisition of right-of-way, final design, and construction. City 
engineering staff will coordinate the electrical service hookup from Northwestern’s primary 
to the Wastewater Lift Station meter and controls.  
 

 Purpose 
A prior project constructed public wastewater facilities to serve a majority of the West 
Ridge and Thaniel Addition master plan areas and other surrounding areas with 
development potential.  The lift station pumping capacity will serve 450 single family 
homes with the station capable of being expanded in the future to ultimately serve an 
estimated 1,135 homes which will occupy approximately 480 acres.  This project will 
provide electrical service to the lift station.  
 
A 3 phase 200–ampere electrical service is required to power the 15-horse power pump 
motors.       
 

 Project Work Scope 
The lift station project work scope generally consisted of installing the lift station and 
associated force and gravity sewer mains.    
 
The electrical facilities portion (this contract) consists of removing approximately one-
half mile of existing overhead primary line and replacing it with underground 3-phase 
lines. Work includes new transformers and reconnecting to existing single phase services 
and primary.   

  
Evaluation and Selection Process 
An alternative is to have Northwestern replace the overhead single-phase facilities with 
overhead three–phase facilities at a cost of $58,464.00. Because the current and anticipated 
land use area for the area is residential without alleys, staff recommends underground 
facilities. 

 
 Conclusion 

City staff recommends approving the Agreement with NorthWestern Energy in the amount 
of $110,017.02.   

 
Fiscal Impact: 

The Improvement Agreements for Thaniel Addition Major Subdivision Phase 1 and West 
Ridge Addition Phases VII through XI include provisions for reimbursement to the City for 
the cost of the lift station including the cost of this contract.  The estimated reimbursement is 
estimated to be $1,009 per lot. Actual reimbursement will be reconciled based on the actual 
cost of the project.  
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Alternatives: 

The City Commission could disapprove the Agreement.  However, the City has made 
commitments under the Subdivision Improvement Agreements that could put the City at 
risk of violation of those agreements if the project were to be delayed or canceled.  Also, 
a delay in the project would impact the occupancy of homes now under construction.      

 
Attachments/Exhibits: 

1.  Agreement 










