Agenda # 17
Commission Meeting Date: June 7, 2016

CITY OF GREAT FALLS
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

Item: Ordinance 3139, amending Title 17 and Title 5 of the Official Code of the
City of Great Falls, encompassing amendments related to the Sign Code.

From: Charles Sheets, Development Review Coordinator

Initiated By: Planning and Community Development Department

Presented By: Craig Raymond, Planning and Community Development Director

Action Requested: City Commission Conduct Public Hearing and adopt Ordinance 3139.

Public Hearing:

1. Mayor conducts public hearing, calling three times each for proponents and opponents.
2. Mayor closes public hearing and asks the will of the Commission.

Suggested Motions:

1. Commissioner moves:

“I move that the City Commission (adopt/deny) Ordinance 3139 amending the Official
Code of the City of Great Falls.”

2. Mayor requests a second to the motion, Commission discussion, and calls for the vote.

Recommendation: At the conclusion of a public hearing held April 12, 2016, the Planning
Advisory Board, acting as the Zoning Commission, passed a motion recommending the City
Commission amend the Official Code of the City of Great Falls (OCCGF), Land Development
Code, Title 17, and Title 5 of City Code as they pertain to signage.

Background: As directed by the City Commission, the Planning and Community Development
Department has been reviewing the Sign Code and other related city codes pertaining to signs,
and has written a DRAFT Sign Code Amendment package. Staff has conducted two public
meetings, published a meeting notice in the Great Falls Tribune and sent notices out to
stakeholders such as sign contractors, real estate agents, business organizations and interested
business owners to solicit their input and comments on the current Sign Code and any proposed
amendments they would like to discuss. The comments and public meeting notes have been
reviewed and considered in the proposed draft that is now before you. The proposed
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amendments are edited with strike-through (strike-through) for the text being deleted and BOLD
for the text being added.

We believe most of the content of the existing Sign Code is sound and believe these edits
accomplish a lot to continue the vision of the original Sign Code adopted in 2003. These edits
will bring some existing signs that are in our community into compliance and will allow business
owners to install their own nonelectric signage. This makes the Sign Code manageable and
enforceable.

The Planning Advisory Board/Zoning Commission (PAB/ZC) conducted a public hearing on
March 8, 2016, to receive testimony and consider the package of Sign Code amendments. After
receiving testimony and discussing the various elements of the sign code proposal, the PAB/ZC
asked City staff to make a few further amendments and clarifications in the proposal and come
back for further consideration. The attached amendment package reflects those requested
changes and clarifications.

Subsequent to the Planning Board public hearing and positive recommendation, staff received
additional feedback from the community that warranted consideration and inclusion in the
proposed amendments. Language pertaining to flags, flag poles and the height regulation thereof,
as well as amending the penalties associated with violations of any provisions of the Sign Code
is included in Attachment A.

Analysis: The intent and purpose of the Sign Code is to provide an aesthetically pleasing
appearance to the community, and provide adequate business identification, advertising and
communication to the general public. This improves the image of Great Falls by eliminating
sign clutter, and encourages signage of a scale and character consistent with the buildings, the
streetscapes and the existing neighborhoods. Good signage ensures protection of pedestrians and
motorists from distractions and obstructions of improperly-placed signs. Lastly, the Sign Code
provides effective and binding code implementation and enforcement measures that can be
applied evenly throughout the business community.

The current Sign Code was adopted in 2003 after an extensive process which included numerous
public meetings with stakeholders. By and large, the current Sign Code is a good document; for
the most part it achieves the desired goals as stated in 2003.

Zoning map amendments in 2005 did create some unintended conflicts with signs, creating non-
conforming signs throughout the City and limiting some business corridors to little signage for
the existing businesses. Additionally, recent Supreme Court decisions indicate we need some
changes to our code in order to keep all signage consistent and equitable for the businesses in our
community.

Current provisions of the Great Falls Sign Code in so far as height, area and other regulations for
the different zoning districts are fairly consistent in comparison to other Montana jurisdictions.
With the exception to the neighborhood commercial zoning district (C-1), central business
periphery zoning district (C-5), mixed use zoning district (M-1), public lands and institutional
zoning district (PLI) and parks and open space zoning district (POS), staff is not recommending
significant amendments to height and area provisions.
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At the public meetings that City staff conducted, public comment varied greatly regarding the
existing sign code, and they include: (Attached to this report)

1. Making the sign code more restrictive
2. Making the sign code more lenient
3. Eliminating the sign code

Current code contains a provision which required that all non-conforming signs were to come
into compliance on or before December 31, 2015. Some businesses chose to comply, while other
businesses chose to defer their sign modifications anticipating the City Commission might
change the standards.

The implication of this provision is such that if certain signs were not in compliance by January
2016, and individual business owners continued to maintain signs which were not in compliance,
the City would be forced to hire contractors to remove non-complying signs and charge liens
against the property.

While staff has not established a database of non-conforming signs in the City, it is generally
believed that the number of non-conforming signs is significant. Currently, City staff does not
have the resources to build such a database and enforce this provision.

The recommended solution is to delete the December 31, 2015 compliance date for all non-
conforming signs, and add provisions requiring overall compliance of the sign when structural
modifications are made and/or when modifying an existing sign cabinet or installing a new
cabinet on existing sign poles or structure.

Current code combines Neighborhood commercial, Central business periphery, Mixed use,
Public lands and institutional and Parks and open space districts into the residential standards.

The recommended solution is to create a new section of code with specific standards for C-1, C-
5, M-1, PLI and POS zoning districts that allows signage that parallels the M-2 standard. The
new section provides some additional flexibility for these areas while still reflecting the
commercial/residential transitional nature of the neighborhood.

Another provision creating considerable concern is 17.20.6.140(G) (1) which prohibits Type 1
Casinos from having any free-standing signs and restricts other forms of signage on the
premises. One lesson learned from the recent Supreme Court Decision in Reed vs. Town of
Gilbert is that the code needs to not discriminate based on the “message” of the sign. Signs such
as ideological, political or even temporary event signs should be regulated consistently. The
solution is to delete 17.20.6.140 (G) - allowing Type 1 Casinos to install or maintain free
standing pole signs as well as other signage that is allowed for other commercial uses per the
existing requirements in each respective zoning district, and to modify other code provisions to
bring consistency with different types of signs whether they be ideological, political or other
similar forms of communication and expression.

Additionally, the following amendments are included in the attached draft code document:

. Making the method of measurement for signage consistent within each zoning district.
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. Allow illuminated signs in residential districts for schools and churches that are regulated
with conditional use permits.

. Modifications to reflect current technology, eliminate obsolete language, and include
changes to reflect current State Building Code and standards.

. Provide greater flexibility for property owners to erect their own non-electrical signs in
keeping with other provisions allowing owners to perform construction on their own
property.

. Eliminated redundant or outdated fees which were no longer in use, such as the:

0 Sign Electrician/Journeyman Certificate ($15.00)

0 Increase initial Sign Electrician Certificate from $100 to $150
0 Added an electrical sign inspection fee ($38.78)

0 Added a sign re-face permit fee (fixed fee $65.90)

Other minor Sign Code changes, clarifications and new definitions are included in the package of
proposed amendments.

Concurrences: Representatives from the City Manager, City Attorney, City Clerk, Building,
Public Works, Park & Recreation, Police, and Fire Departments have been involved throughout
the review process for these proposed amendments. All comments made by the public were
discussed by staff and considered for the draft amendments.

Fiscal Impact: The direct financial impact from adopting Ordinance 3139 adjusts the fees to
reflect the accurate estimated cost to the City for the permitting, enforcement and
implementation of the Sign Code as amended.

Alternatives: The City Commission could deny Ordinance 3139 and elect to maintain the
current Sign Code.

Attachments:

Ordinance 3139

Draft edits of Title 17, Chapter 20 Land Use, Title 5 Business License and Safety Inspection
Certificate and Title 17, Chapter 60, Sign Code Amendments

Public Comment Summary

Copies of submitted written comments

Cc:  Jim Rearden, Public Works Director
Dave Dobbs, City Engineer
Sara Sexe, City Attorney
Patty Cadwell, Neighborhood Council Coordinator
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ORDINANCE 3139

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 17 AND OFHER TITLES 5
OF THE OFFICIAL CODE OF THE CITY OF GREAT FALLS,
ENCOMPASSING AMENDMENTS RELATED TO THE SIGN

CODE

* ok sk ok ok ok ok sk ok ok ok 3k

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City Commission of the City of Great Falls to provide for
and protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Great Falls; and,

WHEREAS, the Official Code of the City of Great Falls (OCCGF) is revised and refined
over time to address changing local conditions and national trends that arise and affect the citizens
of Great Falls; and,

WHEREAS, City Staff has conducted two public meetings, sent notices out to stakeholders
such as sign contractors, real estate agents, business organizations and interested business owners to
solicit their input and comments on the current sign code and any proposed amendments they would
like to discuss; and,

WHEREAS, all comments and public meeting notes have been reviewed and considered;
and,

WHEREAS, staff has identified provisions warranting amendments that can be primarily
categorized as typographical corrections, clarification, and improvement and refinement of wording
and definitions for greater consistency in code application, interpretation and enforcement; and,

WHEREAS, notice of amending the OCCGF was published in the Great Falls Tribune,
advertising that a public hearing on these proposed amendments would be held on the 7th day of
June, 2016, before final passage of said Ordinance herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA:

Section 1. That amendments are required of Title 17, Chapter 8, Sections 090 and 120,
as it pertains to measurements and definitions temperary-signs-and-banners.

Section 2. That amendments are required of Title 17, Chapter 20, Article 6, Section 140,
that pertain to signage for Type 1 Casinos in order to provide consistent
application of standards.

Section 3. That general amendments are required of Title 17, Chapter 60, as+tt-pertains
to-general-SignCode-amendments-that to provide a greater level of effective

and binding code implementation and enforcement that can be applied fairly
throughout the business community.



Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

That Title 5, Chapter 2, as it pertains to signage on premises containing home
occupations shall be amended to be consistent with other signage provisions
in Title 17, Chapter 60.

That the Official Code of the City of Great Falls be amended as depicted in
Attachment “A” attached hereto, which removes language indicated by a

strike-out and adds language which is Bold and-repeals-all-lansuage-inTitle
+7-Chapter-60-and-enaetsnewlanguage-for Fitle 17-Chapter 60.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty (30) days after second
reading and final adoption by the City Commission.

APPROVED by the City Commission on first reading May 17th, 2016.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Great Falls,
Montana on second reading June 7th, 2016.

ATTEST:

Bob Kelly, Mayor

Lisa Kunz, City Clerk

(Seal of the City)

APPROVED FOR LEGAL CONTENT:

Sara Sexe, City Attorney

State of Montana
County of Cascade
City of Great Falls

)
. SS

)

I, Lisa Kunz, City Clerk of the City of Great Falls, Montana, do hereby certify that I did
post, as required by law and as prescribed and directed by the City Commission, Ordinance 3139 in
three places within the limits of said City to-wit:

On the Bulletin Board, first floor, Civic Center Building;
On the Bulletin Board, first floor, Cascade County Court House;
On the Bulletin Board, Great Falls Public Library

(Seal of the City)

Lisa Kunz, City Clerk



SECTION 1
Title 17 — LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 8

17.8.090 - Measurements.

In this Title, standards have been adopted to control the size, height, and placement of various structures
and buildings. The following rules shall be used in measuring these to ensure compliance:

1.

I

Height of telecommunication tower. The height of a telecommunication tower shall be measured
from the natural undisturbed ground surface below the center of the base of said tower to the
top of the tower itself or, if higher, to the tip of the highest antenna or piece of equipment
attached thereto. In the case of building-mounted towers the height of the tower includes the
height of the portion of the building on which it is mounted. In the case of "crank-up" or other
similar towers whose height can be adjusted, the height of the tower shall be the maximum
height to which it is capable of being raised.

Sign height. The height of a sign is measured from the ground surface on which it is located to
the uppermost part of the sign or its support.

a. If sign placement is within one hundred (100) feet of the centerline of the abutting
public right-of-way and the said centerline is ten (10) feet or greater above the ground
surface on which the sign is located, the sign height will be measure above the
centerline of the public right-of-way, measured at right angle of the roadway. The
applicant shall provide proof of elevation data from a State licensed land surveyor.

Lot area. Lot area is measured on the horizontal plane.
Lot depth. Lot depth is measured at a right angle to the front lot line.
Lot width. Lot width is measured between side lot lines along the front yard setback line.

Lot frontage. On straight or curvilinear streets, lot frontage is measured along the street right-of-
way between the side lot lines (Exhibit 8-1).

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

Exhibit 8-1. Lot Frontage
Measurements

K-Ev ~
A = STRAIGHT STREET

B = CORNER LOT

; C = CLRVILINEAR STREET




SECTION 1
Title 17 — LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 8
7. Building height. The height of a building shall be measured as the average between the highest
point and lowest point of finished ground level adjoining the building at the exterior wall to the
highest peak of the highest roof.

(Ord. 2950, 2007)

8. Floor area. The floor area of a building shall be measured from exterior face to exterior face,
excluding porches, stoops, steps, and the like.

9. Distance between specified land uses. Specified minimum distances between land uses shall
be measured in a straight line from the structure housing the use to the structure housing the
other use, unless otherwise specified in this Title.

10. Height of outdoor lights. The height of an outdoor luminaire is the vertical distance from the
elevation of the surrounding grade being illuminated to the bottom of the luminaire.

11. Average slope. The average slope of a lot shall be determined using the following formula:

S= | * L *0.0023

Where:

S = Average slope of lot in percent

| = Contour interval (20 feet or less)

L = Sum of length of all contours on lot in feet

A = Area of the lot in acres



SECTION 1
Title 17 — LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 8

17.8.120 General definitions.

“Electronic Message Display:” means A a sign capable of displaying words, symbols, figures or
images that can be electronically or mechanically changed by remote or automatic means.

“Feather pole banner:” means A a sign with or without characters, letters, illustrations, or
ornamentations applied to cloth, paper, flexible plastic, or fabric of any kind with only such
material for backing. Feather flags are generally a single sign attached to a support post and
typically having a dimensional ratio of 4 high to 1 wide and less than fifteen (15) height. This
definition also applies to Tear Drop Flags, Windfeather Flags, Bow Flags, and other similar type
signs.

“Prohibited lawn signs” include, yard signs, bandit signs, placards, and road signs, among other
names used for advertising, products, businesses, services, and charities, educational, political,
ideological, or religious advertisement that are temporary in nature and placed in landscaped
areas of a premise.

“Projecting Signs:” means Projecting-signs-are those signs which project over the public rights of
way at any point. All other signs projecting from the building face are designated as "free
standing signs" provided they are contained upon private property entirely.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)



SECTION 2
TITLE 17 — LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 20 Land Use

17.20.6.140 - Casino, type I.

A. Purpose. This section is intended to allow the location of new casinos or the relocation of existing
casinos in certain zoning districts provided they meet more stringent development and appearance
standards than type Il casinos.

(Ord. 2950, 2007)

B. Classification. A casino shall be identified by definition in Chapter 8 of this Title.

C. Proximity to residentially zoned properties. There is no minimum distance requirement from
residential uses or between casinos.

D. Proximity to other specified uses.

1. Casinos shall not locate within six hundred (600) feet of an education facility (K through post-
secondary), worship facility, park or playground. The distance shall be measured by direct line,
without regard to intervening structures or streets, between closest property boundaries; and,

2. Casinos shall not locate on premises operating a sexually oriented business.

E. Design Review Board approval. The Design Review Board shall review and approve the exterior
building design and finishes; and landscaping, signage, lighting and parking plan for any new or
relocated casino, or an expansion or exterior renovation of an existing casino.

(Ord. 2950, 2007)

F. Special landscaping. Casinos must comply with all applicable landscaping requirements in Chapter
44 Landscaping. Additional or special landscaping requirements for type | casinos include the
following:

1. Minimum square footage of interior landscaping, inclusive of landscaping in vehicular use areas
and foundation planting areas, shall be twenty (20) percent of the gross property area to be
developed.

2. Fifty (50) percent of said landscaping shall be located between the front lot line and the building.

G. Signage must meet zoning district requirements for the premises.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)



Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Chapter 60 SIGN CODE

Articles:

Article 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 2 - PROHIBITED SIGNS AND SIGNS EXEMPT FROM PERMIT
Article 3 - TEMPORARY SIGNS
Article 4 - ON-PREMISE SIGNS
Article 5 - OFF-PREMISE SIGNS
Article 6 - DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS
Article 7 - PERMIT, INSPECTIONS AND LICENSES
Article 8 - ENFORCEMENT
Article 9 - NONCONFORMING SIGNS
Article 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sections:

17.60.1.010 Title.
17.60.1.020 Intent and purpose.

17.60.1.010 Title.

SECTION 3

This chapter is known as the Great Falls Sign Code, may be cited as such and is referred to in this

chapter as "this Code."

17.60.1.020 Intent and purpose.

The intent of this Code is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Great Falls; to provide
for a well-maintained and aesthetically pleasing appearance of the community; and to provide adequate
business identification and advertising communication. The purpose of this Code is to establish
parameters for size, location, type, maintenance and construction of signs and sign structures within the

City of Great Falls in order to:

A. Promote a positive economic and business climate through distinctive and effective signage.

B. Improve Great Falls' community image by eliminating sign clutter.

Great Falls, Montana, Code of Ordinances
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Sections:

SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Encourage signage of a scale and character consistent with building, site, streetscape and
neighborhood.

Ensure protection of pedestrians and motorists from injury and/or damages attributable to
distractions and obstructions caused by improperly placed signs.

Provide a comprehensive and cohesive code that is readily understood and consistently
applied.

Provide effective and binding code implementation and enforcement measures.

Article 2

PROHIBITED SIGNS AND SIGNS EXEMPT FROM PERMIT

17.60.2.010 Prohibited signs and exceptions.

17.60.2.020 Signs exempt from permit.

17.60.2.010 Prohibited signs and exceptions.

The following signs are prohibited within the City of Great Falls except as exempted in 17.60.2.020 of
this code:

A.

Signs located on public property, except light pole banners for community events and
authorized Central Avenue banners. Sandwich boards are allowed on public sidewalks which
are more than eight (8) feet wide and are adjacent to the business belng advertlsed
adjoining properties to a commercial land use,

only: and approved bench signs and transit shelters permitted through Title 12.4.040.

Portable changeable-copy signs.

Signs that flash, spin, rotate or have similar motion-based devices. This includes signs with
moving parts, flashing lights of any kind and/or sound, but does not prohibit permanent
electronic message boards or permanent electronic changeable copy signs as long as they do
not flash. The display on electronic message boards must be synchronized so that any flashing
or alternating text or image must remain for a minimum of three (3) seconds.

Light beams, holograms and rotating beacons or signs that simulate traffic signals or
emergency response equipment or cause a traffic distraction.

Roof signs which extend more than half way up the roof to the ridge line. (See Exhibit 60-1 of
this chapter.)

Signs advertising a product, service or business that are carried, worn or otherwise supported
by a person or animal except during licensed parades and community events. This does not
apply to uniforms and corporate wear.

Signs on City trees, utility poles, street lights, traffic control boxes or other public property. This
does not apply to official government signs.

Vehicles-used-as-on-premise-or-off-premise-signs- A Vehicle or trailer existing for the primary

purpose of advertising are is prohibited. Such vehicle signs are not permitted in public rights-of-
way, on public property or on prrvate property Where such objects are visible from the public
right-of-way.
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SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

of-on-premise—or—off-premise—advertising: This restriction shall not be construed to prohibit

normal advertising on commercial vehicles, e.g. firm name, telephone number, business
address, major enterprise, principal products or services. This restriction shall not be construed
to limit political signs mounted on vehicles. Commercial transportation vehicles that are
licensed, self-propelled, in compliance with State and City statute and/or ordinance
requirements and are operating in the function for which they are primarily intended are not
subject to this prohibition.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.2.020 Signs exempt from permit.

The following signs do not require sign permits. However, signage must be in compliance with this Code
in all other respects.

A.

Flags, emblems, crests or insignia of any nation,—pelitical or governmental subdivision;
corporation-or-any-other-entity-or-business. Such flag poles shall be limited in height equal
to the maximum height allowed for primary structures in the zoning district in which it is
located as depicted in 17.20.4 Exhibit 20-4.

Government and Public Utility Signs. This includes traffic regulatory, warning signs, information
or directional signs, temporary special event signs, public notices and identification signs for
public buildings and grounds that are erected, installed or placed by or on behalf of any federal,
State, county or City government. Public utility signs showing locations of underground facilities
or public telephones, and safety signs on construction sites, are included within this exemption.

Real estate signs. (See Exhibit 60-23 of this chapter.) Each premise that is for sale, lease or
rent is allowed two (2) real estate signs no larger than six (6) square feet in area and six (6) feet
in height in residential zoning districts or thirty-two (32) square feet in area and six (6) feet in
height in commercial and industrial districts. A separate open house sign may be displayed
during open house hours only. Signs must be placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from
the back of the curb.

Construction signs placed during construction projects displaying the names of general and
sub-contractors, architects, designers, financial underwriters, etc. provided that such signs do
not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area and four (4) feet in height in residential zoning
districts or thirty-two (32) square feet in area and ten (10) feet in height in non residential
commereial-and-industrial-districts. (See Exhibit 60-23 of this chapter.) Larger on-premise signs
promoting a new development would may be allowed by permit as a temporary sign. Signs
must be placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb.

Ideological signs ne-largerthan-six{6)-square-feetin-area-and-four{4)feetin-height larger than

sixteen (16) square feet in area and four (4) feet in height. Signs must be placed a
minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb.

Ground On-premise ground level window signs that are no larger than one-third (1/3) of an
architecturally distinct window. (See Exhibit 60-3 of this chapter.) Signs in windows above
ground level are allowed for business identification purposes only and must not exceed one-
fourth (¥4) of the area of a-given the displaying window.

On-premise directional or incidental signs not exceeding four (4) square feet in area that are not
designed to be legible from an off-premise position. Signs may not be placed within the clear
vision triangle. (See Exhibit 60-23 of this chapter and 17.32.160 Intersection visibility.)
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SECTION 3
Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Political Election related political signs no larger than sixteen (16) square feet in area and four
(4) feet in height. Signs may be placed no earlier than 60 days prior to any election. Signs must
be removed within seven (7) consecutive days after an election. When a primary election is held
in September, successful candidates may leave signs up through the November general
election. Political signs must be placed at least twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb. (See
Exhibit 60-3 of this chapter.) Vehicular and pedestrian sight distances must be unobstructed.

Non-illuminated temporary signs (such as banners and pole flags) for civic, charitable,
educational, religious events/celebrations or special non-profit community events/celebrations
are allowed without permit but placement must comply with provisions of this Code. {See-Exhibit
60-4-of thischapter) Temporary signs must be placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from
the back of the curb. One (1) off-premise special event sign is allowed per premise. The sign
is limited to thirty-six (36) square feet. The sign display is limited to ten (10) days before the
event and must be removed within seventy-two (72) hours of the close of the event.

Special community event light-pole banners which are allowed in the public right-of-way
maintain the eight (8) feet clearance, from grade to bottom of banner. (See Exhibit 60-54 of
this chapter.)

Signs for approved home occupations, family day cares, adult group homes and other approved
non-residential uses allowed in residential homes are allowed without permit, but shall conform
to the following standards:

1. No exterior display shall be permitted except allowed signage.

2. Allowed signage is limited to one (1) non-illuminated sign, no larger than six (6) square
feet in area per face and six (6) feet in height. Signs must be placed a minimum of

twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb. SHGh—Slgnage—shaH-

Street number signs not exceeding four (4) square feet.

Garage Sale signs not exceeding feur six (4-6) square feet displayed on the day of the sale only
and must be placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb. Signs placed
on public property as well as signs not removed at the end of the sale will be subject to citation.

Lawn, yard, placard or similar signs advertising a product, service or business is allowed
to have two (2) lawn signs no larger than four (4) square feet each in area and four (4)
feet in height in residential zoning districts or four (4) lawn signs no larger than four (4)
square feet each in area and four (4) feet in height in commercial and industrial districts.
The signs may be allowed for up to thirty (30) days. Signs must be placed a minimum of
twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

Sections:

Article 3

TEMPORARY SIGNS
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SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

17.60.3.010 On-premise temporary signs.

17.60.3.020 Central Avenue banners.

17.60.3.010 On-premise temporary signs.

Each commercial or industrial premise may receive a permit for ene-{&)-temporary signage of up to sixty-
four (64) square feet and allowed to be two (2) faced. Premises exceeding 50,000 square feet are
regulated by Section 17.60.4.050. Banners, wind signs and sandwich board signs are considered
temporary. The permit may be granted for up to sixty (60) days. An annual permit may be issued for one
(1) temporary sign per premise for a period of one (1) year, upon payment of a fee as may be set by City
Commission resolution. The following restrictions apply:

A.

Temporary signs must be located completely within the property lines of the premise and
must be placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb —tetalrly—en—pwate

Temporary signs must be well-maintained and secured. Signs may not be tattered or torn.

Temporary signs may not be displayed in place of permanent signage. Businesses must display
permanent signage no later than forty-five (45) days after commencement of commercial
operations or show proof that signage is on order.

Temporary signs must be of professional quality.

Large inflatables are considered temporary signs. Permits must be obtained before they are
displayed. Inflatables may not be higher than twenty-five (25) feet above the ground as
measured from the top of the inflatable.

Sandwich—beoard-sighs- Temporary sandwich board signs may be placed on public
property adjacent to properties with commercial land uses. Such signs must be placed a

minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb except when adjacent to
commercial properties with sidewalks in excess of eight (8) feet in width. Sandwich
board signs at these locations must be placed so that the middle third of the sidewalk is
clear. A minimum of five (5) feet of sidewalk width must be unobstructed. (See Exhibit
60-10 of this chapter.)

1. Sandwich board signs are limited to one (1) sign per business frontage and must
conform to the following design standards:

a. Each sign may have a maximum of two (2) faces, not to exceed an aggregate
total of twelve (12) square feet per sign. (See Exhibit 60-10 of this chapter.)

b. Each sign must be secured in place by no less than two (2) weights of not
less than ten (10) pounds each, placed upon the base material.

c. The permit fee for each sandwich board sign shall be established by City
Commission resolution and paid before the sign is displayed.

2. Sandwich board signs must be placed adjacent to or upon the permit-holding

premises, may only be displayed during business hours of the advertised business
and must be removed during all other times.

3. Sandwich board signs may not be illuminated or energized.
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SECTION 3
Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

4. The sign permit may be revoked at any time for lack of adequate maintenance or
safety in accordance with 17.60.7.090. The sandwich board sign will be removed by
the sign owner upon notice of permit revocation. If not removed, the City may
remove the sign. The sign owner may reclaim the sign within ten (10) working days
of the removal. After such time, the sign may be destroyed.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.3.020 Central Avenue banners/IBNSF Underpasses (1st Avenue North 6th Street
Southwest).

This section applies only to off-premise banners displayed across Central Avenue and BNSF
Underpasses at 1st Avenue North and 6th Street Southwest.

A. Banners may be no larger than one hundred (100) square feet.

B. One (1) banner permit may be issued at a time for a maximum of thirty (30) consecutive days.
Time allowances are exclusive, i.e. only one (1) sign may be displayed at a time. The entire
time allowance for a given banner permit must expire before another banner may be displayed.

C. Permission to connect a banner must be received from the owners of the banner-anchoring

buildings.
hibi
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(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

Article 4

ON-PREMISE SIGNS
Sections:
17.60.4.010 Residentialreighborheod-commercial-and-central-businessperiphery districts.
17.60.4.015 Neighborhood commercial, Central business periphery and Mixed use districts.
17.60.4.020 Commercial and industrial districts.
17.60.4.030 Central business core district.
17.60.4.040 Riverfront corridor.
17.60.4.050 Premises exceeding 50,000 square feet.

17.60.4.060 Montana ExpoPark, Multi Sports Park, LegionBallPark Don Olsen Field, American Fields,
Riverview Little League, West Side Little League, Centene Stadium, Siebel Soccer Park, and
similar type facilities.

17.60.4.010 Residential; heighborhood-commercial-and-central business-periphery

districts.

The following on-premise signs are authorized for approved commercial uses in residential zoning

d|str|cts(R1 R-2, R-3, R5 R6 R9andR10) neaghbe%heed—eemmeretal—zemng%l&nets—é@—%—een#al

Great Falls, Montana, Code of Ordinances Page 7



SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

zoning-districts(PLh)-and-parks—and-open-space—zoning-districts (POS). subject to issuance of a sign

permit. Home occupations, family day cares and the like, allowed in residential units are addressed in
Section 17.60.2.020.K of this Title and are not included in this section. Each cemmereial premise is
limited to a maximum of fifty (50) square feet of total signage. If the premise houses multiple tenants, the
owner is responsible for allocating signage amongst the separate tenants/businesses.

A. Wall signs. (See Exhibit 60-#5 and Exhibit 60-1 of this chapter.)

1
2
3.
4

5.

One (1) wall sign per premise frontage. No more than two (2) wall signs per premise.
Maximum area per sign: thirty-two (32) square feet.

Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24) inches.

Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (6) inches below the top of the wall or parapet.

Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits.

B. Freestanding signs including pole signs, monument signs and low-profile signs. (See Exhibit 60-
86 of this chapter.)

1.

a r wDN

One (1) freestanding sign per premise frontage is allowed aslorg-as-there-is-aperimeter
ep lon-of-two ifty 0 A ~ValVA V¥Ta ions—No-more-than-two

Maximum area per sign: thirty-two (32) square feet.

Height limit is six (6) feet above finished grade.
Freestanding signs must be located entirely on private property.

When a free standing sign structure is installed, the base of the sign must be landscaped.
If the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the landscaped area must be
designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular incursion. Support protection
examples include bollards, stones or curbing. Such protection must be integrated with the
landscaping. Landscaping may contain trees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennial or annual
flowers, turf and organic or inorganic mulches. Living plant materials must cover at least
seventy-five (75) percent of the landscaped area.

If a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has been
established for the premise, the subsequently created parcels shall share the freestanding
sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or monument; and, the
owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the freestanding signage amongst the
separately created parcels at the time of each sale or lease.

No freestanding illuminated signs are allowed in residential zoned districts except
for premises with govermental service, public park, public safety facility, community
center, worship facility, and education facility.

C. Projecting signs over public right-of-way. Each business with frontage on a public right-of-way
is allowed one (1) projecting sign along the public right-of-way. (See Exhibit 60-54 and Exhibit
60-97 of this chapter.)

1.
2.

A projecting sign may be used instead of, but not in addition to, a freestanding sign.

Projecting signs and wall signs advertising the same business may not occupy the same
building frontage.
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3. Projecting signs are limited to sixteen (16) square feet plus one (1) additional square foot
for each three (3) feet of linear building footage in excess of fifty (50) feet. Maximum
allowance: thirty-two (32) square feet.

4. Projecting signs must not project over public property.
(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.4.015 Neighborhood commercial, Central business periphery, Mixed use, Public lands and
institutional and Parks and open space districts.

The following on-premise signs are authorized for approved commercial uses in neighborhood
commercial zoning district (C-1), central business periphery zoning district (C-5), mixed use
zoning district (M-1), public lands and institutional zoning district (PLI) and parks and open space
zoning district (POS), subject to issuance of a sign permit.

Maximum sign allocation for each commercial premise under this section equals the standard wall
signage allocation plus two hundred (200) square feet maximum freestanding signage. If the
premise houses multiple tenants, the owner is responsible for allocating signage amongst the
separate tenants/businesses.

A. Wall signs. (See Exhibit 60-1, Exhibit 60-5 and Exhibit 60-11 of this chapter.)

1. A maximum of ten (10) percent of each frontage building wall, excluding service
delivery areas and parapets, may be covered with wall signage.

2. Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24) inches.

3. Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (6) inches below the top of the wall or
parapet.

4, Wall sighs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits.

B. Freestanding signs including pole signs, monument signs and low-profile signs. (See

Exhibit 60-7 and Exhibit 60-9 of this chapter.)

1. One (1) freestanding sign per premise street frontage.

2. A maximum area of one (1) square foot per linear foot of premise frontage facing
one (1) street or avenue is allowed. A maximum of two hundred (200) square feet of
total freestanding signage per premise is allowed.

Height limit is fifteen (15) feet above finished grade of the lot.

Freestanding signs must be located entirely on private property.

Signs may not project over public property.

When a freestanding sign structure is installed, the base of the sign must be

landscaped. If the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the

landscaped area must be designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular

incursion. Support protection examples include bollards, stones or curbing that

are integrated with the landscaping. Landscaping may contain trees, shrubs,

groundcovers, perennial or annual flowers, turf and organic or inorganic mulches.

Living plant materials must cover at least seventy-five (75) percent of the

landscaped area.

7. A twenty (20) percent increase in maximum freestanding sign area is granted when
signage is entirely low-profile. (See Exhibit 60-5 of this chapter.)

8. If a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has
been established for the premise, the subsequently created parcels shall share the
freestanding sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or

oakw
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monument; and, the owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the
freestanding signage amongst the separately created parcels at the time of each
sale or lease.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.4.020 Commercial and industrial districts.

The following on-premise signs are authorized on property in commercial zoning districts (C-2 or C-3), or
industrial zoning districts (I-1, 1-2 or Al) subject to a sign permit. Property contained within the central
business core zoning district (C-4) is regulated by Section 17.60.4.030 of this chapter. The Riverfront
Corridor District is regulated by Section 17.60.4.040. Premises exceeding 50,000 square feet are
regulated by Section 17.60.4.050.

Maximum sign allocation for each commercial and/or industrial premise under this section equals the
standard wall signage allocation plus two hundred (200) square feet maximum freestanding signage. If
the premise houses multiple tenants, the owner is responsible for allocating signage amongst the
separate tenants/businesses.

A.  Wall signs. (See Exhibit 60-#1 Exhibit 60-15 and Exhibit 60-2811 of this chapter.)

1.
2
3.
4

5.

A maximum of ten (10) percent of each frontage building wall, excluding service delivery
areas and parapets, may be covered with wall signage.

Each premise is allowed a minimum of twenty-four (24) square feet of wall signage.
Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24) inches.
Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (6) inches below the top of the wall or parapet.

Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits.

B. Freestanding signs including pole signs, monument signs and low-profile signs. (See Exhibit 60-
87 and Exhibit 60-129 of this chapter.)

1.

- A perimeter separation of two
hundred fifty (250) feet is required between any two (2) freestanding signs on each

premise. No-more-than-two-(2)-signs-are-alowed-perpremise:

A maximum area of one (1) square foot per linear foot of premise frontage facing one (1)
street or avenue is allowed. A maximum of two hundred (200) square feet of total
freestanding signage per premise is allowed.

Height limit is twenty-five (25) feet above finished grade of the lot or twenty-five (25) feet
above the centerline of the public right-of-way, measured at right angle of the
roadway within one hundred (100) feet of the sign.

Freestanding signs must be located entirely on private property.
Signs may not project over public property.

When a freestanding sign structure is installed, the base of the sign must be landscaped. If
the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the landscaped area must be
designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular incursion with a minimum six (6)
feet curbed landscape island or protective barrier. Support protection examples
include bollards, stones or curbing that are integrated with the landscaping. Landscaping
may contain trees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennial or annual flowers, turf and organic or
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inorganic mulches. Living plant materials must cover at least seventy-five (75) percent of
the landscaped area. If irrigation is not readily available non-living landscape
features are allowed.

A twenty (20) percent increase in the maximum freestanding sign area is available to a
premise when signage is entirely low-profile. (See Exhibit 60-54 of this chapter.)

If a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has been
established for the premise, the subsequently created parcels shall share the freestanding
sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or monument; and, the
owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the freestanding signage amongst the
separately created parcels at the time of each sale or lease.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.4.030 Central business core district.

The following on-premise signs are authorized on property within the central business core zoning district
(C-4). A sign permit is required.

A maximum of two (2) square feet of total signage for each linear foot of building frontage is permitted per
premise to a maximum of two hundred (200) square feet. If the premise houses multiple tenants, the
owner is responsible for allocating signage amongst the separate tenants/businesses. The following types
of signs are allowed:

A. Wall signs. (See Exhibit 60-71 and Exhibit 60-15 of this chapter.)

1.

N o o~ e

A maximum of ten (10) percent of frontage building wall, excluding service delivery areas
and parapets, may be covered with wall signage.

Each premise is allowed at least twenty-four (24) square feet of wall sighage.

No single wall sign may exceed one hundred (100) square feet.

Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24) inches.

Wall sighs may be placed no higher than six (6) inches below the top of the wall or parapet.
Minimum vertical clearance allowances.

Alley: fourteen (14) feet.

a. Other public property: eight (8) feet.
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b. Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits.

Freestanding signs including monument signs and other low-profile signs. (See Exhibit 60-86 of
this chapter.)

1. One (1) freestanding sign per premise street frontage. A—perimeter—separation—of-twe
hun i 0)-feeti U N HAO eestanding-sions—No-more-than

2. Area may not exceed one hundred (100) square feet.
Height limit is twenty (20) feet from finished grade of the lot.

4. Freestanding signs must be located entirely on private property and must not overhang
public property.

5. A 20% increase in maximum freestanding sign area is granted when signage on the
premise is entirely low-profile.

6. When a freestanding sign structure is installed, the base of the sign must be landscaped. If
the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the landscaped area must be
designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular incursion. Support protection
examples include bollards, stones or curbing that are integrated with the landscaping.
Landscaping may contain trees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennial or annual flowers, turf
and organic or inorganic mulches. Living plant materials must cover at least seventy-five
(75) percent of the landscaped area.

7. If a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has been
established for the premise, the subsequently created parcels shall share the freestanding
sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or monument; and, the
owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the freestanding signage amongst the
separately created parcels at the time of each sale or lease.

Projecting signs over public right-of-way. Businesses with frontage on a public right-of-way
are allowed one (1) projecting sign along the public right-of-way. (See Exhibit 60-97 and Exhibit
60-12210 of this chapter.)

1. Projecting signs may be used instead of, but not in addition to, freestanding signs.

2. Projecting signs and wall signs advertising the same business may not occupy the same
building frontage.

3. A projecting sign is limited to sixteen (16) square feet plus one (1) additional square foot for
each three (3) feet of linear building footage in excess of fifty (50) feet to a maximum of
thirty-two (32) square feet.

4. Projecting signs may extend no farther than six (6) feet over public property or more than
two-thirds (2/3) the distance to the back of curb, whichever is less.

5. Signs may project no farther than one (1) foot into an alley.
6. Minimum vertical clearance allowances.

a. Alley: fourteen (14) feet.

b.  Other public property: eight (8) feet.
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(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.4.040 Riverfront corridor and M-2 Districts.

The following on-premise signs are authorized on property zoned commercial or industrial within the
Riverfront Corridor and all property zoned M-2. A sign permit is required. The Riverfront Corridor is the
area on both banks of the Missouri River:

1. On the east and south sides of the river, the Corridor is the area bordering River Drive and
Giant Springs Road, running from the southernmost limits of the City to the northernmost
limits.

2. On the west and north sides of the river, the Corridor includes the east side of Bay Drive
and the east side of Third Street NW between Central Avenue West and the Northwest
Bypass.

A.  Wall signs. (See Exhibit 60-#1, Exhibit 60-15, and Exhibit 60-2013 of this chapter.)

1. A maximum of ten (10) percent of each frontage building wall, excluding service delivery
areas and parapets, may be covered with wall signage.

2. Each premise is allowed at least twenty-four (24) square feet of wall signage.
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Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24) inches.
Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (6) inches below the top of the wall or parapet.

Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits.

B. Freestanding signs including monument signs and other low-profile signs. (See Exhibit 60-86 of
this chapter.)

1.

o g k> w

One (1) freestanding sign per premise street frontage. A perimeter separation of two
hundred fifty (250) feet is required between any two (2) freestanding signs on the premise.
No more than two (2) signs per premise.

Total area for all freestanding signs on the premise a may not exceed one hundred (100)
square feet.

Height limit is twenty (20) feet from finished grade of the lot.
Freestanding signs must be located entirely on private property.
Freestanding signs may not project over public property.

A 20% bonus for freestanding signs may be granted to premises that display signs no taller
than eight (8) feet. (See Exhibit 60-54 of this chapter.)

When a freestanding sign structure is installed, the base of the sign must be landscaped. If
the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the landscaped area must be
designed to protect sign base supports from the vehicular incursion. Support protection
examples include bollards, stones or curbing that are integrated with the landscaping.
Landscaping may contain trees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennial or annual flowers, turf
and organic or inorganic mulches. Living plant materials must cover at least seventy-five
(75) percent of the landscaped area.

If a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has been
established for the premise, the subsequently created parcels shall share the freestanding
sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or monument; and, the
owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the freestanding signage amongst the
separately created parcels at the time of each sale or lease.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)
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17.60.4.050 Premises exceeding 50,000 square feet.

The following on-premise signs are authorized on premises zoned commercial, industrial, transitional or
public lands and institutions that exceed fifty thousand (50,000) square feet. (See Exhibit 60-2311 of this
chapter.) Montana ExpoPark, Multi- Sports Park, Legion-Ball-Park-and-the-Soccer-Park Don Olsen Field,
American Fields, Riverview Little League, Westside Little League, Centene Stadium and the Siebel
Soccer Park are covered under section 17.60.4.060.

The maximum sign allocation for each premise under this section equals the standard wall sign allocation
plus three hundred (300) square feet maximum freestanding signage. If the premise houses multiple-
tenants or is subsequently subdivided, a Comprehensive Signage Plan must be submitted to the Design
Review Board. The owner of the premise is responsible for allocating signage amongst the separate
tenants/businesses. (See Exhibit 60-4311 of this chapter.)

A. Wall signs. (See Exhibit 60-1 and Exhibit 60-#5 of this chapter.)

1.
2
3.
4

5.

A maximum of ten (10) percent of frontage building wall, excluding service delivery areas
and parapets, may be covered with wall signage.

Each premise is allowed at least twenty-four (24) square feet of wall signage.
Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24) inches.
Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (6) inches below the top of the wall or parapet.

Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits.

B. Freestanding signs including monument signs and other low profile signs. (See Exhibit 60-86 of
this chapter.)

1.
2.

A maximum of three hundred (300) square feet is allowed per premise.

One (1) freestanding sign of no more than two hundred (200) square feet is allowed per
street frontage. A perimeter separation of two hundred fifty (250) feet is required between
any two (2) freestanding signs on any premise.

Height limit is twenty-five (25) feet from the finished grade of the lot, except in the Central
Business Core District, Riverfront Corridor, Neighborhood commercial district, or a
residential area where height is limited to twenty (20) feet, twenty (20) feet, fifteen (15)
feet, and six (6) feet, respectively.

Freestanding signs must be located entirely on private property.
Freestanding signs may not project over public property.

A twenty (20) percent increase in maximum freestanding sign area is granted when all
freestanding signage is entirely low-profile.

When a freestanding sign structure is installed, the base of the sign must be landscaped. If
the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the landscaped area must be
designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular incursion. Support protection
examples include bollards, stones or curbing that are integrated with the landscaping.
Landscaping may contain trees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennial or annual flowers, turf
and organic or inorganic mulches. Living plant materials must cover at least seventy-five
(75) percent of the landscaped area.

If a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has been
established for the premise, the subsequently created parcels shall share the freestanding
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sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or monument; and, the
owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the freestanding signage amongst the
separately created parcels at the time of each sale or lease.

C. Each commercial or industrial premise exceeding 50,000 square feet may receive a permit
for temporary signage of up to one hundred twenty eight (128) square feet total. Signs are
allowed to be two (2) faced. Banners, wind signs and sandwich board signs are
considered temporary. The permit may be granted for up to sixty (60) days. An annual
permit may be issued for one (1) temporary sign per premise for a period of one (1) year,
upon payment of a fee as may be set by City Commission resolution. The following
restrictions apply:

1. Temporary signs must be located completely within the property lines of the
premise and must be placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb.

2. Temporary signs must be well-maintained and secured. Signs may not be tattered
or torn.

3. Temporary signs may not be displayed in place of permanent signage.
Businesses must display permanent signage no later than forty-five (45) days after
commencement of commercial operations or show proof that signage is on order.

4. Temporary signs must be of professional quality.

5. Large inflatables are considered temporary signs. Permits must be obtained
before they are displayed. Inflatables may not be higher than twenty-five (25) feet
above the ground as measured from the top of the inflatable.

6. Sandwich-board-sighs- Temporary sandwich board signs may be placed on public
property adjacent to properties with commercial land uses. Such signs must be

placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back of the curb except when adjacent
to commercial properties with sidewalks in excess of eight (8) feet in width.
Sandwich board signs at these locations must be placed so that the middle third of
the sidewalk is clear. A minimum of five (5) feet of sidewalk width must be
unobstructed. (See Exhibit 60-10 of this chapter.)

a. Sandwich board signs must conform to the following design standards:

i. Each sign may have a maximum of two (2) faces, not to exceed an
aggregate total of twelve (12) square feet per sign. (See Exhibit 60-10 of this
chapter.)
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ii. Each sigh must be secured in place by no less than two (2) weights
of not less than ten (10) pounds each, placed upon the base material.

iii. The permit fee for each sandwich board sign shall be established
by City Commission resolution and paid before the sign is displayed.

b. Sandwich board signs must be placed adjacent to or upon the permit-
holding premises, may only be displayed during business hours of the
advertised business and must be removed during all other times.

c. Sandwich board signs may not be illuminated or energized.

d. The sign permit may be revoked at any time for lack of adequate
maintenance or safety, or which become a public nuisance by interfering with
normal flow of traffic on the public right of way in accordance with 17.60.7.090.
The sandwich board sign will be removed by the sign owner upon notice of
permit revocation. If not removed, the City may remove the sign. The sign
owner may reclaim the sign within ten (10) working days of the removal. After
such time, the sign may be destroyed.

17.60.4.060 Montana ExpoPark, Multi Sports Park, Legion-Ball-Park Don Olsen Field,
American Fields, Riverview Little League, Westside Little League, Centene Stadium,
Siebel Soccer Park and similar type facilities.

Montana ExpoPark, Multi Sports Park, Legion-Ball-RPark-and-the-SeccerPark Don Olsen Field, American

Fields, Riverview Little League, Westside Little League, Centene Stadium, Siebel Soccer Park and similar
type facilities are unique public properties that may conduct some commercial operations within the City
of Great Falls. The following regulations apply to these properties:

Signs internal to the Mentana-ExpoPark—-Multi Sports-and-LegionBallPark properties listed in

this section that are not intended to be visible from public rights-of-way are exempt from all
requirements of this chapter.

A.

Permanent Freestanding signs are permitted at each primary entrance.

1.

3.
4,

Montana ExpoPark: 3rd Street NW, the Northwest Bypass, 6" Street NW and the corner of
3" Street and the Northwest Bypass.

a.
b.

Height limit: Twenty-five (25) feet.

Area limit: Two hundred (200) square feet per sign.

Don Olsen Field, American Fields, Riverview thtle League, Westside Little League,
Centene Stadium Legion-Bal-Rark: the corner of 25" Street N and River Drive.

a.
b.

Height limit: Twenty (20) feet.
Area limit: One hundred (100) square feet.

Multi Sports Park: One (1) sign not to exceed ten (10) feet in height.

Siebel Soccer Park: One (1) sign not to exceed ten (10) feet in height per frontage.

Temporary event banners are allowed by permit.
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1. Mentana—ExpoPark—t Temporary —event banners not exceeding foerty-eight{48) one
hundred and twenty eight (128) square feet, may be displayed on the fence, even-if-the

fenee4s4eeated—m#}&pubhe-ﬁgm_s-et-way,—en% é}t—NW,—the—Nenhwest—Bypas&and—é‘h%

3. Temporary banners must be well maintained. Banners that become torn, ripped or
damaged must be removed or replaced immediately.

3. Banners must be of professional quality.

D. Wall signage maximum: Ten (10) percent of the wall area per frontage, excluding service
delivery areas and parapets. (See Exhibit 60-#5 and Exhibit 60-1 of this chapter.)

(Ord. 3139, 2016)
Article 5 OFF-PREMISE SIGNS
Sections:
17.60.5.010 Directional free-standing signs.
17.60.5.020 Billboards signs.
17.60.5.030 Bench/transit shelter signs.

17.60.5.010 Directional free-standing signs.

An off-premise directional sign directs attention to business located on a separate premise. Off-premise
directional signage is allowed in commercial and industrial districts with the following restrictions:

A. The sign area of the off-premise directional sign must be included in the total signage allotment
for the premise upon which the sign is erected. Maximum size of an off-premise directional sign
is two hundred (200) square feet. or

B. One (1) off-premise directional sign may be allowed for a business whose location is not visible
and accessible to motoring public from a major arterial street and who cannot meet the
requirements of part A above. In these special situations, the Board of Adjustment may grant a
Special Exception under the following conditions:

1. The location of the business precludes placement of a sign that is visible from a major
roadway.

2. Other factors:
a. Off-premises signs are not allowed within residential zoning districts.

b. Special Exception signs are limited to the height allowed in the district the sign is
erected and to thirty (30) square feet in area.

C. If a business qualifies for a Special Exception off-premise sign and elects to combine its
allowable signage area with that of the premise, the total square footage of the resulting
freestanding sign identifying the two (2) businesses may equal the on-premise maximum
freestanding sign allocation plus the thirty (30) square feet for the special exception off-premise
sign.
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17.60.5.020 Billboards signs.

A. Purpose. The intent of this section is to regulate the visual impact of billboard signs; to improve the
appearance of designated entryways and scenic corridors; and to encourage compatibility between
billboard signs and neighboring property, e.g. parks, schools, places of worship, and residential
areas.

B. Prohibited locations. A billboard is an off-premise sign and may not be located on the same premise
as that of the business advertised by the billboard. Billboard signs erected after the effective date of
this ordinance shall comply with the following location limitations:

Exhibit 60-14. Allowable Billboard Sign Spacing
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..1
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BOART °C

STREET D

1
il |'H ALLOWABLE ESLLBOARD
; | . BIGN SPACING
1. Billboard signs may only be erected in C-2, C-3, I-1 and I-2 zoning districts.

2. Billboard signs may not be erected within two hundred (200) feet of the edge of a roadway
surface along the following entry and scenic corridors known as Billboard-free Areas:

a. 10th Avenue South from I-15 Exit #278 to the intersection of 10th Avenue South and 2nd
Street South

Along 10th Avenue South from 54th Street to the eastern limit of the City

b

c. River Drive from the southernmost City limits to 38th Street North

d Central Avenue West from 6th Street to the east bank of the Missouri River
e

Along the Old Havre Highway from the intersection of 15th Street to Smelter Avenue

3. Billboard signs are prohibited in the following areas:
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a. All zoning districts other than C-2, C-3, I-1 and I-2.

Within three hundred (300) feet in any direction of a public park, public or private school,
college or university, church, cemetery, courthouse, Civic Center, or public museum.

c. Within one hundred and fifty (150) feet in any direction of any lot or parcel that is zoned
residential or used as a primary residential use of any kind.

d. Within one thousand (1,000) feet of any other billboard sign, measured on the same side of
the street. (See Exhibit 60-14.)

e. Within three hundred (300) feet of any other billboard sign on a crossing street located on
the same side of the street. (See Exhibit 60-14.)

Minimum spacing requirement shall not apply to two (2) faces that share a support structure and
face different directions.

Billboard standards. Billboards established after the effective dates of this Code shall conform to the
following standards:

1.

The maximum sign display area for any one (1) billboard face shall be two hundred fifty (250)
square feet. Billboards located within the interstate corridor are exempt from this standard.

In the Interstate Corridor within the City of Great Falls, the maximum display area for any
billboard face shall be four hundred thirty-two (432) square feet.

Billboards may be single-faced or double-faced, but no billboard shall contain more than one (1)
face on each side of the display. The surface display area may not exceed a total area of five
hundred (500) square feet per structure.

Billboard sign face limitations exclude border, trim, base or apron supports or other structural
members, but include cut-outs, extensions or protrusions. Size limits apply to each sign face of
a structure. Sign faces may be placed back-to-back with no more than one (1) display per face.

The maximum overall height of a billboard sign shall not exceed thirty (30) feet above the grade
of the roadway to which the sign is oriented. However, if the sign is located in the Riverfront
Corridor, it is limited to twenty (20) feet above the grade of the roadway to which the sign is
oriented.

Billboard structures must be located entirely on private property. No portion of any structure or
sign face may overhang the public right-of-way.

Installation, appearance and maintenance. All billboards must be kept in good repair and maintained
according to the following standards:

1.

a > 0D

During periods of repair, alteration or copy change the facing may be removed for a maximum
of forty-eight (48) consecutive hours.

All billboard signs must have the owner's name firmly attached to the sign structure.
Billboard structures must be single pole.
Billboard structures may not be placed on the roof or wall of a building or structure.

Sign structures must be painted, anodized or otherwise finished in earth tones of brown and
green, including beige, mocha, forest and hunter green; but not teal or any fluorescent color.
The paint or finish must not be peeling or obviously worn.

Maintenance and repair requirements.
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1. If the Director of Planning and Community Development finds that any billboard, except one (1)
that is nonconforming, is not maintained in good repair and has not deteriorated more than fifty
(50) percent of its replacement value, the Director of Planning and Community Development will
notify the owner and order him to repair the billboard within a specified time allowing at least ten
(10) calendar days.

2. If the Director of Planning and Community Development finds that the billboard has deteriorated
more than fifty (50) percent of its replacement value, or is not repaired within the time specified
in the repair notice, the Director will notify the owner of the billboard and the owner of the real
property that the billboard is to be removed from the property within a specified time.

(Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.5.030 Bench/transit shelter signs.

A.

Bench signs are defined as off-premise signs placed upon benches that are located on public
property including sidewalks, surfaced boulevards and immediately adjacent private property. After
the date of this ordinance bench signs in newly annexed areas will be limited to two (2) per
intersection.

Transit shelter signs are defined as off-premise signs placed upon transit shelters. Fhey-are Transit
shelters are usually located upon public property including sidewalks, surfaced boulevards and
immediately adjacent private property.

Bench sign designs must be submitted in triplicate to the Planning and Community Development
Department. Designs must be approved prior to permit issuance. Benches may be no longer than six
(6) feet. They must be placed on concrete pads. A one-time design review fee as may be set by City
Commission resolution for each bench design must be paid prior to permit issuance. (See Exhibit 60-
15.)

Transit shelters are permitted through Chapter 12.4.040. This chapter only pertains to the
specific dimensional standards of signage upon a permitted shelter.

Exhibit 60-15. Bench Sign Dimensions
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DE. Bench and Transit shelters signs in the Central Business Core District are limited to a total of fifty-
six (56) sites in the district, and must be approved by the Planning and Community Development
Department for compatibility with the streetscape program. A one-time design review fee as may be
set by City Commission resolution for each bench sign design must be paid prior to permit issuance.

EF. Transit shelter signs are limited to a maximum of fifty (50) percent of the square footage of walls
exposed to vehicular traffic (both parallel or perpendicular to the roadway).

EG. Bench and transit shelter sign permits are issued only to holders of insurance equal to that required
for a specialty sign contractor SlassB license (working in the boulevard).

GH. The permit fee for occupancy of public space by the bench or transit shelter sign is established by a
resolution of the City Commission. The annual fee per sign is payable one (1) year in advance and is
due prior to permit issuance. The permit fee may be renewed annually by the permit holder by
January 15th for the current year. Fees may not be pro-rated for periods less than one (1) year.

HI. The location of each bench or transit shelter sign must be approved by the Director of Planning and
Community Development or designee. Fhe Location of bench may not be located closer than three
(3) feet to a fire hydrant. A minimum of five (5) feet of sidewalk width must be left unobstructed. (See
Exhibit 60-15)

J. The owner, leaseholder or authorized agent of private property erauthorized-agent located nearest
to the public property upon which the bench or transit shelter sign is proposed must approve the
location by signing the permit application prior to permit issuance. The approval may be withdrawn at
any time by contacting the Planning and Community Development Department. Bench locations
may only be changed through submittal and approval of a new application.

JK. Bench or transit shelter signs are not permitted in districts of the City zoned residential unless the
property has received an approved Conditional Use for offices, hospitals, medical clinics, worship

facility facilities, or colleges-education facility facilities.
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KL. Bench or transit shelter signs are permitted in the PLI district only with approval of the appropriate
City department head or adjacent property owner if not a City-owned parcel.

EM. Bench/transit shelter signs placed in City parks by the Park and Recreation Department are exempt
from the provisions of this section.

MN. The bench or transit shelter sign permit may be revoked at any time for lack of adequate
maintenance or safety, after which the beneh sign will be removed by the owner within seven (7)

days. If not removed, the City may remove the sign which-becomes-City-property. The sign owner
may reclaim the sign within ten (10) working days of removal by paying removal costs as may be set

by City Commission resolution. After such time, the sign, may be destroyed.

NO. Bench or transit shelter signs are limited to one (1) bench or transit shelter sign per City block face
not to exceed one (1) bench or transit shelter sign per adjoining premise.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)
Article 6 DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS
Sections:

17.60.6.010 Electrical signs.
17.60.6.020 Wind and seismic forces.
17.60.6.030 Material requirements.

17.60.6.010 Electrical signs.

All sign structures to which electrical components are attached must be erected, repaired and maintained
in accordance with the specifications outlined in Chapter 6, Article 600, of the current adopted edition of
the National Electrical Code. Signs may be illuminated to a maximum standard lighting of 5.0 foot
candles measured at the property lines.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.6.020 Wind and seismic forces.

Signs and sign structures must be designed and constructed to resist wind and seismic forces as
specified in the current (at time of construction) adopted edition of the International Building Code.
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(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.6.030 Material requirements.

Sign structure and construction material must conform to the specifications of the current (at time of
construction) adopted edition of the International Building Code for quality and grade.

A. Restrictions and combustible materials. All structural members must comply with the
specifications of the current adopted edition of the International Building Code.

B. Nonstructural trim. Nonstructural trim may be wood, metal, approved plastics or any
combination thereof.

C. Fastenings. Fastenings must conform to the Engineering Regulations of the current adopted
edition of the International Building Code.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

Article 7 PERMIT, INSPECTIONS AND LICENSES
Sections:

17.60.7.010 Permit required.

17.60.7.020 Sign permit-application.

17.60.7.030 Owner-erected sign permit.
17.60.7.040 Fees and payment.
17.60.7.050 Inspection.

17.60.7.060 Sign certificate required.
17.60.7.070 License.

17.60.7.080 Insurance and bond.

17.60.7.090 Maintenance and repair.
17.60.7.100 Abandoned/moribund signs.

17.60.7.010 Permit required.
No sign may be erected, re-erected, constructed, altered or refaced until a sign permit has been issued

by the Director of Planning and Community Development or designee an-authorizedrepresentative. For
exemptions to this section, see Section 17.60.2.020 of this Code.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.7.020 Sign permit-application.

A. The Planning and Community Development Department takes applications for sign permits.

B. Each application must contain the location by street address of the proposed sign structure as well
as the name and address of the sign owner and sign contractor or erector.
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C. The Director of Planning and Community Development or designee may require submittal
documents prepared and designed by a structural engineer licensed by the State when in his/her
opinion such information is necessary to insure compliance with the Building Code for the following:

Freestanding signs
Billboard signs

1
2
3. Awning signs
4. Projecting signs
5

Refacing of signs

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.7.030 Owner-erected sign permit.

Business-Owner-owner-erected signs may not be electrical. A business An owner must obtain a permit
for an owner-erected sign for the following unless the sign is exempt under section 17.60.2.020:

A. A freestanding sign no larger than thirty two (32) twelve (12} square feet and-no-tallerthan-six
{6 Heetabove-grade .

B. A wall sign that does not project over public right-of-way and is no larger than thirty two (32)

square feet twelve(12).

C. A temporary sign of non-rigid material or a sandwich board sign.
(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.7.040 Fees and payment.

Sign Permit fees are established by City Commission resolution. If a sign requires re-inspection to verify
compliance with this Code, a re-inspection fee will be assessed.

17.60.7.050 Inspection.

A. All signs requiring a permit are subject to the inspection of the Director of Planning and Community
Development or designee. Signs erected without the required inspection will be taken down until the
required inspection is complete at the cost of the sign installer.

B. All signs containing electrical wiring are subject to the provisions of the current adopted edition of the
National Electrical Code.

C. All electrical signs, including neon signage and neon tubing, must be inspected while they are on the
ground prior to installation for compliance with Article 600 of the National Electric Code.
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All electric signs must be inspected during sign face replacement or sign face redecoration, prior to
operation. Inspections will be performed on site and in place with the sign face removed. All electric
signs must meet current specifications in National Electric Code, Chapter 6, Article 600 before sign
faces are reinstalled.

All signs may be reinspected at the discretion of the Director of Planning and Community
Development or designee when in his/her opinion inspection is required to ensure compliance with
this Code.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.7.060 Sign certificate required.

A.

cB.

BC.

ED.

EE.

Any person engaged in the installation or repair of electrical signs, including outline and accent
lighting commonly known as neon, must have an individual sign electrician/journeyman's certificate,
or be currently licensed as a master or journeyman electrician by the State of Montana and the City
of Great Falls.

Examination. Director of Planning and Community Development, or designee, will arrange for
examination of the applicant's knowledge of sign installation, erection and/or wiring.

1. A person desiring a sign electrician/journeyman's certificate must request, in writing, a
gualification examination from the department.

a. Written requests must include proof of two (2) years experience prior to application and
include the application fee.

b. Successful applicants must receive a score of seventy-five (75) percent on the
examination.

c.  Unsuccessful applicants will be required to wait ninety (90) days before applying for re-
examination.

2. Examination is required for each initial application. Examination is not required for license
renewal unless more than thirty (30) days have passed since the expiration.

3. The Director of Planning and Community Development or designee will authorize issuance of
the appropriate certificate upon the applicant's successful completion of the examination.

Certificate fees for sign electrician/journeyman, sigh-erector and examination fees are established by
City Commission resolution.

All certificates or special licenses expire on December 31st of the year in which the certificate or
special license is issued, unless otherwise specified.

Renewals may be obtained on or before the expiration date.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)
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17.60.7.070 License.

A person or a firm engaged in the business of installing, altering, maintaining or repairing signs in the City
of Great Falls must adhere to the following requirements regarding sign contractor licensing:

A. Sign contractor's Class A license. A sign contractor's Class A license is required for the
fabrication, installation, repair, alteration and/or modification of electrical wires, apparatus,
raceways, conduit or any other portion of electrical signs. An applicant for a Class A
Contractor's license must show evidence that he/she, or at least one (1) member of the firm or
corporation, holds a current sign electrician/journeyman certificate issued by the City of Great
Falls.

CB. License fees are established by City Commission resolution.

DC. Certificates and/or special licenses expire on December 31st of the year in which they are
issued, unless otherwise specified. Renewal licenses may be obtained on or before the
expiration date.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.7.080 Insurance and bond.

A. Sign contractor's Class A license. Prior to receiving a Sign contractor's Class A license, an applicant
must file a current commercial general liability insurance policy or written certificate issued by an
insurance carrier authorized to do business in the State with the Planning and Community
Development Department.

CB. Insurance must be kept in full force as a condition of licensure. In the event of insurance
cancellation, the sign contractor's license automatically terminates.

BC. Payment is required of a license bond in an amount established by City Commission resolution.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.7.090 Maintenance and repair.

sighs— All signs, together with all types of supports including steel poles and structures, braces, guy
wires, anchors, sign faces, sign cabinets, wood surfaces, plastic or sheet metal decorative trims and
fasteners must be properly repaired and maintained.

A. All painted surfaces must be free of rust, worn, loose and peeling paint.

B. If the Director of Planning and Community Development or designee finds that any sign is not
maintained in good repair and has not deteriorated more than 50% of its replacement value,
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he/she shall notify the sign and/or property owner and order him to repair the sign within a
specified time allowing at least ten (10) calendar days.

C. If the Director of Planning and Community Development or designee finds that the sign has
deteriorated more than fifty (50) percent of its replacement value, or is not repaired within the
time specified in the repair notice, the official will notify the owner of the sign and the owner of
the real property on which said sign is located to remove the sign from the property within a
specified time.

D. Upon receipt of proper natification, sign removal is the responsibility of the sign owner and/or
the property owner.

E. Failure by the sign ewner and/or property owner(s) to comply with a removal/repair notice will
result in removal of the sign by the direction of the Director of Planning and Community
Development or designee Building—Official. Removal costs will be assessed against the

property.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.7.100 Abandoned/moribund signs.

A sign that no longer advertises a bona fide business, product or service must be removed within one
hundred eighty (180) days. If the sign structure is conforming the structure may remain with a blank face
unless the face advertises the premise for sale or lease. If the sign structure is nonconforming the
structure must be made conforming or be removed.

Responsibility for removal lies with the owner of the sign or the owner, or agent upon whose premises the
sign is located. If the sigh owner or agent fails to remove the sign, the Director of Community
Development or designee is authorized to remove the sign and assess the costs against the property.

Article 8 ENFORCEMENT

Sections:

17.60.8.010 Enforcement.

17.60.8.020 Violations and penalties.
17.60.8.030 Removal of signs by the City.
17.60.8.040 Appeal.

17.60.8.010 Enforcement.

A. The Director of Planning and Community Development or designee is authorized and directed to
enforce all the provisions of this Code.

B. Right-of-entry is defined by the current adopted edition of the International Building Code.

17.60.8.020 Violations and penalties.

It is unlawful for anyone to place, construct, enlarge, alter, move or convert any sign or sign structure in
the City, or cause or permit the same to be done, contrary to or in violation of the provisions of this
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chapter. Anyone convicted of violating the provisions of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and may
be prosecuted Penalty for any V|olat|on of thls sectlon shall be pursuant to 1.4.070 of thls code

17.60.8.030 Removal of signs by the City.

The Director of Planning and Community Development or designee will remove signs and sign
structures that endanger the public. Examples of such signs and sign structures include abandoned,
dangerous, and defective signs, as well as those for which permits have not been procured. The director
will prepare a notice that describes the location, specifies the violation involved and states that if the sign
is not removed or the violation is not corrected within ten (10) days, the sign will be removed in
accordance with the provisions of this section.

All notices mailed by the City will be sent by regular mail and service of notice shall be deemed complete
when the notice has been placed in the mail. Notification time periods in this section commence on the
date notices are postmarked. A notice will be mailed to the owner of the property upon which the sign is
located. When known, the owner of the sign and the occupant of the property will receive a written notice
in the mail.

Temporary signs are specifically excluded from the ten (10) day notice requirement. Violators of the
sections of this Code that pertain to temporary signs may be cited if noncomplying signs are still
displayed twenty-four (24) hours after verbal notice to remove has been given.

The City may, without notice, cause immediate removal of a dangerous or defective sign or a temporary
sign placed in the public right-of-way if the owner is not easily identified. Any sign removed by the City,
may be claimed by the owner within ten (10) working days by paying removal costs as may be set by City
Commission resolution. After such time, the sign may be destroyed.

For purposes of removal, the term "signs" means sign faces and structures.

(Ord. 3139, 2016)

17.60.8.040 Appeal.

Except for citations written pursuant to 17.60.8.020, any person or persons, jointly or separately,
aggrieved by any decision, order, or action of the Director of Planning and Community Development or a
duly authorized representative as a result of the enforcement of this Code, file an appeal with the Board

of Adjustment as provided for in Article-34-Chapter16-of thisTitle 17.16.34.
(Ord. 3139, 2016)
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LENGTH A x HEIGHT A = AREA A
LENGTH B x HEIGHT B = AREA B
LENGTH € x HEIGHT C = AREA C
TOTAL AREA = AREA A + AREA B
+ AREA €
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Exhibit 60-86

HEIGHT ‘A’

B LENGTH ‘A’

] 3

TOTAL SIGN HEIGHT

Awi

|. TOTAL SIGN WIDTH

A

-

LENGTH A x HEIGHT A = SIGN AREA

FREE STANDING SIGN DIMENSIONS
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Exhibit 60-97

= ——

~ CENTERLINE OF STREET

STREET ‘A&

BACK OF CURB | T, Vg
’ i i | | )

|
- - -l !
40'-0" ' | [
o FRONTAGE LENGTH ‘A" | E—
I —— 4=t -
ALLOWABLE AREA b=
% CALCULATION FOR |
S PROJECTING SIGNS —
] (EXAMPLE) e = E
‘%T' L b
| E 1 [ e B
I SAMPLE BULDING vel | 13 L
o TOTAL FRONTAGE: é wl B w
5 60 FT + 40 FT = g B z
100 FT E g E E
z | |
E NOTE: PROJECTING & | &
¥ SIGN AREA I “
& TOTAL WALL SIGN I
ALLOTMENT.
|  PROJECTING SIGN AREA |
SAMPLE CALCULATION l:
16 SF STARTING ALLOWAMNCE AREA. |
100 FT FRONTAGE — 50 FT/3 = 16.6 FT l
166 FT x 1 5F = 1B.6 5F {ADDITIDH#.L —
ALLOWABLE AREA) | |
18 SF + 16,8 SF = 328 5F > 32
I T
MAX, ALLOWABLE = 32 SF OF PROJECTING
| siGN AREA e I [
4 i_
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SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Exhibit 60-168

E S !

" CENTERLINE OF STREET

STREET ‘A’

| BACK OF CURB | ] 7 [
L | || Il | \

| |

T T s T s

| 40'-0" |

L WAL FACE N, | =
| | ___.:uL__l_.=1__
I} .
i M
| ALLOWABLE AREA 1
& CALCULATION FOR WALL
L SIGNS (EXAMPLE) I ki
IE :III l | mj| E
g vy 3] P s
3 o | 8| B
E 3 5| & 2
3 SAMPLE BULDNG Bt E
15 1
I -

WALL SIGN AREA SAMPLE CALCULATION

THIS EXAMPLE ASSUMES A UNIFORM BUILDING
HEIGHT OF 20'-0".

WALL FACE "A":

20'-0" H x 40'-0" W = B0OO SF WALL SURFACE
800 SF x 10X = 80 SF MaAX, ALLOWABLE WalLL
SIGN AREA FOR WALL FACE ‘A’

WALL FACE "B
20'—0" H x 70°-0" W = 1400 SF WALL SURFACE

[ T[]

SIGN AREA FOR WALL FACE 'B'

1400 SF = 10% = 140 SF MAX, ALLOWABLE WaALL —'/

MOTE: EACH PREMISE IS ALLOWED A MINIMUM OF e
24 SF OF WALL SIGNAGE.
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Exhibit 60-H9

CENTERUNE OF STREET
STREET "A'
BACK OF CURB N Vd
I [ 1] [ [ 11 I )
s ]

FRONTAGE LENGTH ‘A’

FREE STANDING SIGN AREA SAMPLE CALCULATION

i e

€ R
3 S
: °g
§ SAMPLE BULDNG §

BACK OF CURB
STREET '8’

CENTERUNE OF STREET

FRONTAGE ‘A"
1 SF x 75 LF (FRONTAGE) = 75SF TOTAL FREE
STANDING SIGN AREA FOR FRONTAGE ‘A’

FRONTAGE 'B":
1 SF x 115 LF (FRONTAGE) = 115 SF TOTAL FREE
STANDING SIGN AREA FOR FRONTAGE 'B'

NOTE: (1) FREE STANDING SIGN PER FRONTAGE MAX.

CALCULATED TOTAL:
75 SF + 115 SF = 190 SF TOTAL FREE STANDING
SIGNAGE CALCULATED (FRONTAGE 'A' + FRONTAGE

|
- wd

'8) _:/ L

NOTE: TOTAL CALCULATED FREE STANDING SIGNAGE
MAY NOT EXCEED 200 SF PER PREMISE.

EXAMPLE FREE STANDING
SIGN CALCULATION
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Exhibit 60-1210

BUILDING

BUILDING

10

s

NOTE: PROJECTING SIGN
AREA COUNTS TOWARDS
TOTAL WALL SIGN

PROJECTING ALLOTMENT.

Fo—

Zu PROJECTION = 6'-0" MAX.
S OR 2/3 OF DISTANCE 'A’,
g% WHICHEVER IS LESS
25 BACK OF
CURB
GRADE |
~L__STREET
DISTANCE ‘A’ |

NOTE: THIS DRAWING APPLIES ONLY
TO THE CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT WHERE SANDWICH BOARD
SIGNS ARE ALLOWED ON PUBLIC
PROPERTY.

ALLOWABLE SANDWICH
BOARD LOCATIONS

BACK OF
A/3 CURB
I é/'3__ ;":_".Q.J' N. ~1¥;——~"
GRADE -
€ T__STREET
DISTANCE ‘A’ .

SANDWICH BOARD
LOCATIONS

CBD PROJECTING
SIGN DIMENSIONS
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SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Exhibit 60-1311

28'-0" 43'-p"
WALL FACE A’ WALL FACE 'B'

- -

15'=0"
WALL FACE 'C'

28'=0"

WaLL FACE D'

B9 =0
WALL FACE 'HW'

54'=0"
WALL FACE 'E

28'=0" 43'=0"
WALL FACE "G’ WALL FACE °F’

WALL SIGN AREA SAMPLE CALCULATION
THIS EXAMPLE ASSUMES A UNIFORM BUILDING HEIGHT OF 20°'-0"

WALL FACE 'A":
20'-0" H x 28'-0" W = 560 SF WALL SURFACE 560 S5F x 10%
= 56 SF MAX. ALLOWABLE WALL SIGN AREA FOR WALL FACE ‘A’

WALL FACE 'B":
20'—=0" H x 43'-0" W = B60 SF WALL SURFACE BBO SF x 10%
= B6 SF MAX. ALLOWABLE WALL SIGN AREA FOR WALL FACE '8’

THIS CALCULATION CONCEPT APPLUIES TO EACH OF THE REMAINING
WALL FACES IN THE SAME MANNER.

PREMISES EXCEEDING 50,000 SF - EXAMPLE
MULTI-TENANT WALL SIGNAGE CALCULATION
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SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

Article 9 NONCONFORMING SIGNS
Sections:

17.60.090.010 Nonconforming signs.
17.960.9.020 Nonconforming billboards.

17.60.090.010 Nonconforming signs.

A. Compliance.

1. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all signs and supporting structures which do not
conform to the provisions of this Code, but were constructed in compliance with previous
regulations, shall be regarded as legal nonconforming, and may remain Nenconforming-signs

may—remain-unti-becember-31,-2015; if such signs are properly repaired and maintained as
required by Section 17.60.7.090.

The copy face of a Iegal nonconformlng sign may be
changed, replaced or installed in the same cabinet. If a new sign cabinet or structural
alteration is required, it is considered a new sign and shall require compliance with the
provisions of the Sign Code.

B. Grandfather exemption. Signs that have been granted a grandfather exemption by the City of Great
FaIIs on or before JuIy 1, 2006, may remain in perpetuny, prowded the S|gn is properly maintained

The copy face of a grandfather S|gn may be changed replaced or mstalled in the same
cabinet. If a new sign cabinet or structural alteration is required, it is considered a new sign
and shall require compliance with the provisions of the Sign Code.

C. Change of nonconforming sign. Any nonconforming sign that is structurally altered, relocated (on the
same or another lot) or the replacement of the cabinet replaced-shall immediately comply with all
provisions of this Code. Any sign that is accidentally damaged or destroyed may be repaired or
replaced within sixty (60) days to the sign's original condition subject to the permit requirement of this
Code.
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SECTION 3

Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60

E. Removal. The Director of Planning and Community Development or designee may order the
removal of any sign, or sign structure, that is not in compliance with the provisions of this chapter.

1.
2.

Removal is the responsibility of the owner of the sign or the property owner.

Failure of the property owner or sign owner to comply with the removal notice will result in the
removal of the sign by the City. Removal costs and administrative fees will be assessed against
the property.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.060.9.020 Nonconforming billboards.

Billboard signs that do not conform to the provisions of this Code, but were legally constructed and
permitted at the time of their installation shall be considered legally nonconforming and allowed to remain
subject to the following:

A.

cB.

BC.

ED.

Downsizing required. Nonconforming billboards exceeding height and area limitations specified
in this Code must be downsized to meet requirements of area and height specified in this Code
by-December-31,-2015, or be removed by the sign owner or the property owner if destroyed or
damaged beyond fifty (50) percent. This is not intended to eliminate legally sanctioned side-
by-side billboards.

In no case may a billboard be repaired or maintained resulting in substantial upgrading or
replacement of the structural support of the billboard that would extend the life of the structure.
Substantial upgrading may include, but is not limited to, conversion from wood to steel support
structure or a conversion from a multi-pole to a single-pole structure.

A non-illuminated billboard may be illuminated provided it is not nhon-conforming because of its
proximity to a residential area or its location within an entry or scenic corridor pursuant to
17.60.5.020.B.

Any signs on property annexed to the City of Great Falls after the effective date of this chapter
are subject to all the provisions of this Code.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)
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SECTION 4
TITLE 5
Chapter 2 — Safety Inspection Certificate

5.2.220 - Home occupation requirements.

Home Occupations may be permitted wherein the use meets the following requirements and the applicant
provides proof of such:

A.

Appearance. The activity must be conducted in a manner so as not to give an outward appearance
nor manifest any characteristics of a business in the ordinary meaning of the terms, nor shall it
create undue amounts of traffic which would infringe upon the right of neighboring residents to
enjoy the peaceful occupancy of their home.

Employees. That portion of the Home Occupation conducted at the dwelling unit must be carried on
by at least one (1) resident of the dwelling unit. In addition, non-resident employees where the
aggregate hours worked do not exceed forty (40) hours per week and when no more than two (2)
employees are present at one (1) time are permitted

Location. For Home Occupations whose services are rendered at the customer's location, the use
of the dwelling unit shall be limited to the office portion of the business.

Secondary use. The Home Occupation must be incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling
unit as a residence.

Area. A maximum of thirty (30) percent of the dwelling may be dedicated to the Home Occupation.

Exterior Use. No exterior storage of material or equipment or any variation from the residential
character of the principle building shall be permitted.

Noise, etc. No offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odor, heat or glare shall be produced.

Delivery. No material or commodities shall be delivered to or from the residence which are of such
bulk or quantity as to create undesirable traffic or congestion.

Weight. No materials or commodities shall be placed within the building which exceeds the
allowable floor loading of forty (40) pounds per square foot.

Parking. No parking of customers' vehicles shall be permitted in a manner of frequency so as to
cause a disturbance or inconvenience to neighboring residents or so as to necessitate off-street
parking. Business vehicles shall not exceed one (1) ton rated capacity.

Sign. No exterior display shall be permitted except that one (1) non-illuminated name plate or Home
Occupation sign shall be permitted. Signs for Home Occupations allowed in residential homes
are allowed one (1) non-illuminated sign, no larger than six (6) square feet in area per face
and six (6) feet in height. Signs must be placed a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the back
of the curb and out of the clear vision triangle at intersections, drlveway and aIIey per

17 32.160. howev

Garage. The Home Occupation cannot be conducted upon the area, including garage space,
provided to fulfill the off-street parking requirements for the dwelling unit on the lot.

(Ord. 3139, 2016; Ord. 2674, 1995)



Public Comment Summary

As a part of the public meeting and notices that were sent out we received a variety of comments back that are
listed below:

1. Deleting the sign code chapter completely and allow the business fo install what they believe is in their best
interest.

2, Leave the code as is and enforce it to the full extent and eliminate the nonconforming signs.

3. Implement stricter signage regulations to reduce sign clutter.

4. Allow signs to be carried, worn or otherwise supported by person or animals. {17.60.2.010 Prohibited signs and
exceptions.)

3. Allow lawn signs without permit in all districts. Allow lawn signs as a temporary or in the same category as
Real Estale signs.

6. Allow lighted signs and electronic message display in residentiai zoning districts (R-1, R-2, R-3, R-5, R-6, R-9
and R-10) with worship facilities and education facilities meeting the sign criteria requirements of 17.60.4.010.

7. Allow Ground on-premise window signs be allowed to cover 100% when applied on the inside of the glass.
(17.60.2.020 Signs exempt from permil.)

8. Enforce the sign code requlréments to eliminate ali the garage sale signs left up over time and on utifity poles.

9. Allow sandwich board signs without permit in alf districts and as a home occupation. (Article 3 TEMPORARY

SIGNS)
10. Allow projecting signs allowed with freestanding signage.
11. Allow freestanding sign structure be installed without base of the sign being landscaped if irrigatlon is

not readily available and non living landscape features are allowed.
12. Height limit is twenly-flve (25) feet above finished grade of the lot or twenty-five (25) feet above the centerline
of the pubiic right-of-way, measured at right angle of the roadway within one hundred (100) feet of the sign.

13. Reduce all freestanding signs to elght foot, (8) monument style.
14, Allow all existing signs lo be refaced weather they are conforming or nonconforming.
15. Altow owners to install any sign and hire a licensed electrical contractor or a class A sign contractor to

wire and make connections

16. Allow Nonconforming signs to remain and be changed with reface and new cabinets and allow if
structural alteration are required.

17. Allow a new sign cabinet to be installed as fong as no structural alteration are required.

18, Refund the fees paid by the original Grandfather sign permits. (68 @ $ 75 each or $5,100.00)

Page 1




Charlie Sheets

From; Curt Wike [Curt. Wike@north40.com)]
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2015 9:25 AM
To:; Charlie Sheets

Subject: Great Falls Sign Code -- public commenis
Mr. Sheets,

As a follow up to the last public meeting, and the current draft changes, we had two items for your and the
commission’s consideration:

1. Sectlon 17.60,3.010 {F) On-premise temporary signs. As drafted, this language only allows one {1} sandwich
board sign per premises. Given the purpose and functionality of sandwich board signs, would it be possible to
go with language that allows one sandwich board per entrance? A number of businesses, particularly {but not
always) farger businesses, have multiple customer entrances. It would be nice for businesses to be able to
continue to have messaging capability at each customer entrance.,

2. Sectlons 17.60.4.020 {B) {3){Commercial and industrial districts) and 17.8.090 (2) (a} {Measurements). Would it
be possible to eliminate the 10 foot differential, so that afl businesses, regardiess of the topography they are
located upon, could utllize the 25 foot height from the centerline of the adjacent public right-of-way?

Thank you,

Curtis L. Wike] Risk & Adminstration

Horth 40 Oulfitters | 5109 Alaska Trail | Great: Falls, MT 59405
T 406,761,6623 | F 406.205.0133
curt.wike®nesth40.com | norhdD.com

Confidantiat and Priviloged Cotraspondence

Moto: The information containad in thls email and in any oitachmonts i3 infended only for the paison ar enlity {o which it I addressed end moy contain confidantial
andior privileged materlal. Any raview, rairansmission, dissamination of other use of, er taking of any action in refiance upan, 98 [aformation by parsons or entitios
other than the intended recipiont i prohibited, Tha recipient showd chack his emall o any altachments for the presence of viruses, Sender aucepls no Habitity
for any damages capsad by any virus tenamitied by this amail. B you irave received this emad in orror, pleasy natily us Iminadiately by repiying 1o Ihe messaga
and delste tha omail from your compater. This e-mall is and any respense 1o i will he unnnerypted and, therefore, polentially unsacura. Tnank you, CSWW, Inc.

E@’% Pleaye considar tha anviromment. Do you really need fo print ihis emati?



Charlie Sheets

From: Cralg Raymond

Sent: Monday, December 21, 2015 8:57 AM
To: Charlie Sheets

Subject: FW: Citizen Request 30611 - Sign Code

twill respond but please print and include with our sign code revision comments.

From: Connie Rosas

Sent: Monday, December 21, 2015 8:40 AM

To: Cralg Raymond

Subject; FW: Citizen Request 30611 - Sign Code

Hi Craig,
1 will {et her know ! am forwarding this to you.

Connle Rosas

Sr. Administrative Assistant

City of Great Falls

Planning and Community Development
{406) 455-8438 '
crosas@qreatfallsmt.net

From: Web Master

Sent: Monday, Dacember 21, 2015 8:24 AM
To: Connie Rosas

Subject: Citizen Request 30611 - Sign Code

A new Citizen Request has been submitted to the Citizen Support Center, and assigned {o you for prompt
tesponse. Please use the online Citizen Support Center to respond to this Citizen Request, As a reminder,
your response will be included in the online tracking system for this Citizen Request. Thank you,

SommaryDetes 121212015

Reference Number: 30611

Status: Assigned

Name: Jenny Yoneji

Email; jyongii@email.com

Phone: 453-8016

Souice: online

Assigned To: crosas

Assigned Group: Planning and Community Development
Topic Sign Code

Conment




Request Details: Could you please tell me why the sign code hasn't been enforced? I was a member of
the sign code committee that produced the current code. | was under the impression that it was being
enforced. What was the point of all the work we did to produce that current code when it wasn't even
enforced? We worked so hard to produce a code that would level the playing field so that businesses
wouldn't be trying to outdo one another in sign size, flashiness, etc. so that they could funnel their funds
into growing their businesses instead of creating huge signs. We tried very hard to accommodate the
interests of the business community and the interests of those with community beautification concerns,
Great Falls is a beiter-looking community now than it was ten years ago. Howewer, it still has work to do.
Signage is a huge factor in the appearance of a community - signage and landscaping. We tried to
consider hoth. As people engaged in city business, you probably know how frustrating it is to work on a
project, give it hours and hours of your time, think you've reached a viable and well-thought-out
conclusion and then find that it was all for naught. I'm so disappointed in the city, If the code had been
enforced, we wouldn't be facing this situation, There is always tweaking to be done with regard to
legistation, etc., but failure to enforce a code is a real failure on the part of my elected officials.
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE . l/',-v’
£ ‘{/’.
Chapter 60 SIGN CODE Yy
c/*

1. One {1) freestanding sign per premise frontage Is allowad aslongas-there-ls-a-parimeter
eeparaﬂan_eﬁhvahundredﬂﬁy{?.é@-f@el—beiween-any—lwe{z}sign&Nemerethamwe{ﬁ}

signe-por-premise-ars allowad:
.4
Maximum area per sign: thirty-two (32) square feet, ['s” ¢ el @ 7 /77 GOA 05

2.

3. Height limit is six (8) feet above finished grade. ‘ y = A el Dl rded
4. Freestanding signs must be located entiraly on private property. T T 24 "69‘7'"‘
5. When a frea standing sign structure is installed, the base of the sign must be landscaped. 817225

if the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the landscaped area must be
designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular incursion. Support protection
examples include bollards, stones or curbing. Such protection must be integrated with the
landscaping. Landscaping may contain rees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennial or annual
flowers, turf and organic or Inorganic mulches. Living plant materials must cover at least
seventy-five (75) percent of the landacaped area.

6. 1if a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has been
established for the premise, the subsequéntly created parcels shall share the fresstanding
sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or monument; and, the
owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the freestanding signage anmongst the
separately created parcels at the time of each sale or lease. E

GC. Projecting slgns. Each business with frontaée on a_'p‘u'b!ic right-of-way is allowed one (1)
projecting sign along the public right-of-way. {See Exhibit 60-5 and Fxhibit 60-9 of this chapter.)

1. A projecting sign may be used Insterd of, but not in addition 1o, a freestanding sign.

2. Projecting signs and wall signs advertising the same business may not occupy the same
bukding frontage. i

3. Projecting signs are limited to sixteen (16) square Jest plus one (1) additional square foot
for each three (3) faet ‘of linear building’ footage in"excess of fifty (50) feet. Maximum
allowance: thirty-iwo (32} square feat,

4. Projecting signs must ot project over public propety.
(Ord. No, 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.4.015 Nelghborhood cdmmerciai, Cantral business periphery, Mixed use, Pubiic lands and
institutional and Parks and open space districts.

The following on-premise slgns are autharized for approved commercial uses in neighborhood
commerclal zoning district {C-1), central business periphery zoning district {C-5}, mixed use
zoning district (M-1), public lands and Institutional zoning district (PLI) and parks and open space
zoning district {POS), subJost to Issuance of a sign permit.

Maximum sign allocation for sach commercial promise under this section equals the standard walj
signage allocation plus two hundred (200) square feet maximum freestanding signage. If the
premise houses multiple tenants, the ownar Is responsible for allocating signage amongst the
soparate tenants/businosses.

A. Wall slgns. (See Exhibit 60-7 Exhibit 80-1 and Exhibit 60-10 of this chapter.)

1. A maxlmum of ten (10) percent of each frontage buliding wall, excluding service
delivery areas and parapets, may bs coverad with wall signage.
2. Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24) inches,

Great Falls , Montana, Code of Ordinances Pago 8



Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60 SIGN CODE

3 Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (8) Inches below the top of the wali or
parapet.
4, Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or roquired exits.

B. Freestanding signs including pole signs, monument signs and low-profile slgns. {Sse
Exhibit 80-8 and Exhibit 60-11 of this chapter.)

1. One (1) freestanding sign per premise street frontage.
2 A maximum area of one (1) square foot per linear foot of premise frontage facing
5 one (1) street or avenue Is allowed. A maximum of two hundred {200} square foet of
b\ fotal freestanding signage por premise is allowed.
h\«\- 3 Helght limit is fifteen (15) feet ahove finished grade of the lot, S N7

WV 4, Freestanding signs must bo located entirely on private property. Mis 5

5. Signe may not project over public property, AT
73 L3\ 6. When a freestanding sign structure is instatled, the base of the sign must be

landscaped. If the freestanding sign is locateil within a vohlcular use area, the

landscaped area must be designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular
incursion. Support protection examples Include boltards, stones or curbing that
are integrated with the landscaping. Landscaping may contain trees, shrubs,
groundcovers, perennial or annual flowsrs, turf and organic or inorganic mulches.
Living plant materials must cover at teast seventy-five (76) percent of the
landscaped area. i

7. A twenty (20) percent increase In maxfﬁnum freéstandlng sign afe.é ls granted when
signage is antirely low-proflle. {See Exhibit §0-5 of this chaptar,)
8, If a premise Is subsequently subdivided after a freestanding sign allocation has

been established for the premlse, the subsequently created parcels shall share the
fraestanding sign allocation; shall share the sanie fresstanding sign pote or
monumennt; and, the ownet/subdivider Is responsible for allocating the
freostanding signage amongst the agparately created parcels at the time of sach
gale orlease. . S R

17.60.4.020 Commercial and industrial districts.

The following on-premise signs are authorized on property in commerelal zoning districts (C-2 or C-3}, or
industrial zoning distrlets (11, 1-2 or Al) subject to a sign permit. Property contained within the central
business core zoning district (C-4) is regulated by Seclion 17.60.4.030 of this chapter. The Riverfront
Corridor District is regulated hy Section 17.60.4.040. Premises exceeding 60,000 sguars fest are

regulated by Secfion 17.80.4.050.

Maximum sfgn ailocation for eéch commerclal and/or industrial premise under this section equals the
standard wall signage allocation plus two hundred (200) square feet maximum freestanding siynage. If
the premise houses multiple tenanls, the owner s responsible for allocating signage amongst the
sepdrate tenants/businessss.

A, Wall signs, (See Exhibit 80-7 Exhibit 60-1 and Exhibit 60-10 of this chapler.)

1. A maximum of ten (10) percent of each frontage building wall, excluding service delivery
areas and parapets, may be covered with wall signage.

Each premise Is allowed a minimum of twenty-four (24) square feet of wall signage.
Maximum projection - excluding awnings: twenty-four (24} inches.

Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (6) inchas below the top of the wall or parapet,
Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits.

S

Great Falls, Montana, Code of Ordinances Page 9




Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60 SIGN CODE

A maximum of two {2) square feet of total signage for each linear foot of building frontege is permitted per
premise to a maximum of iwo hundred {200) square feet. if the premise houses muitiple tenanis, the
owner is responsible for allocating signage amongst the separate tenants/businesses. The following types
of signs are allowed:

A. Wall signs. (See Exhibit 60-7 and Exhibit 60-1 of this chapter.)

1. A maximum of ten {10) percent of frontage htilding wall, excluding service delivery areas
and parapets, may be covered wilh wall signage.

2. Each premise is allowed at Jeast fwenty-four (24) square feet of wall signage.

3. No single wall sign may exceed one hundred (100} squére feet.

4. Maximum projection - excluding awnings; twenty-four {24) inches,

5. Wall signs may be placed no higher than six (6) inches helow the top of the wali or parapet,

£p- Minimum vertical clearanca aflowances.
¥ Allay: |
y: fouirteen (14) feet,
\0 o a,  Other public property: eight (8) feet.
0 b.  Wall signs may not obstruct required windows and/or required exits_.
O6 B.  Freestanding signs Including monument signs and other low-profile signs, {Sea Exhibit 60-8 of

this chapter.) o .

1. One (1) freestanding sign per premise street frontage. A-perdmetersoparation-of two
hundred-fifty(250}-feat-is-required-belwean-any-twe-(2)-freesianding-signs—No-more-than
two-(3)-slgns-per-promice wilkba-pormitted. .

Area may'not oxceed one htndred (100} square feet.

3. Helght limit Is twenty (20) feet from finished grade of the lot.

4. Fresstanding signs must be focated entirely on private properly and must not overhang
public properly. - . ' ‘

5. A 20% increase in maximum freestanding sign area is granted when signage on the
premise is entirely fow-profile.

6. When a freestanding sign structure is Installed, the base of the sign must be landscaped. If
the freestanding sign is located within a vehicular use area, the landstaped area must be
designed to protect sign base supports from vehicular Incursion. Support protection
examples include bollards, stones or curbing that are integrated with the landscaping.
Landscaping may contain lrees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennial or annual flowers, turf
and organic or inorganic mulchss. Living plant materials must cover at least seventy-five
(76) percent of the landscaped area.

7. If a premise is subsequently subdivided after a freastanding sign allocation has been

established for the premise, the suhsequently created parcels shell share the freestanding
sign allocation; shall share the same freestanding sign pole or monument; and, the
owner/subdivider is responsible for allocating the freestanding signage amongst the
separalely created parcefs at the time of each sale or lease.

C. Prolecting signs. Businesses with frontage on a pubti'c right-of-way are allowed one (1)
projecting sign along the public right-of-way. (See Exhibit 60-3 and Exhiblt 60-12 of this
chapter.)

1.

Projecting signs may be used instead of, but not in addition 1o, a freestanding signs.

Great Falls, Montana, Code of Ordinances Page 11



Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 60 SIGN CODE

17.60.7.070 License,

17.60.7.080 Insurance and bond.

17.60.7.090 Maintenance and repair.
17.60.7.100 Abandoned/moribund signs.

17.60.7.010 Permit required.

No sign may be erecled, re-erected, construsted, altered or refaced until a sign permit has been issued
by the Director of Planning and Communily Development or designes an-authorlzed-represontative, For

exemptions to this saction, ses Section 17.60.2.020 of this Code.

(Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010)

17.60.7.020 Sign permit-application.

A.  The Planning and Community Development Department takes applications for sign permits.

B.  Each application must contain the location by street address of the proposed sign structure as well
as the name and address of the sign owner and sign contractor or erector.

C. The Direclor of Planning and Community Development or designee may require submittal
documents prepared and designed by a structural engineer licensed by the Siate when In his/her
opinion such information is necessary to insure compliance with the Building Code for the following:

1. Freestanding gigns
Billboard signs
Awning signs
Projecting signs
Reface of signs

D. A~algn—permikshaEl—be—iesued—eniy-te—a—lisenseHign—aentrae!er—exsep&—as—previded—ln@eeﬁon
44607030 .

ETa-Pasling—requlrements.—lHs—the-;espensibi!ity@f-th&sigmapestedeontm@ter-or—ewne#ef—lhe-sfgnqle
attaebrtm&signﬂn%mamepﬂsible«immheﬁreuad,—the—ewne#s—namerandﬁer—the—nameﬁmhe 0
aEgne.cestepsempany,—tha{iateeﬁinsteilauenanenhe-pmiknumbeﬁ \),u

g~ N

(Ord. No. 3056, § 1, 8-17-2010) . <
400 o? (0

17.80.7.030 Owner-srected slgn permit. Al_bf’ 0O w0

Business-Owner-awner-arecled signs may sst be elecirical, A business owner must obtain a permit for 1
an owner-erected sign for the following unless the sign is exempt under section 17.60.2.020: i ){DDV

A. A freestanding sign no larger than thirty two (32) welva-{32)} square feet and-no-tallerthan-elx

(6)-fect ahovegrade . »
Dm),\)mmﬁ (S Tedo fizrwizs
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Title 17 - LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Chapter 60 SiIGN CODE

Article 9 NONCONFORMING SIGNS
Saclions;

17.60.030.010 Nonconforming slgns,

17.060.9.020 Nonconformaing hiltboards.

17.60.030.010 Nonconforming signs.

A, Compliance,

1. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all signs and supporting structures which do not
conform to the provisions of this Code, but were constructad in compliance with previous
regulations, shall be regarded as legal nonconforming, and may remain Nenscenforming-elgne
mayvemalr-unti-December-34-2046; If such signs are properly repaired and malntained as
required by Section 17.60.7.080,

2. fi‘ihe—eepy-faee-ef—a—sign_maywbe-ehanged—er—altefed—imny«mannep-whiewoe&net—mquim

3 sirusmrai-aE:er-atien,-sub}e@t;t&the-parmib;equimmem&euhi&%dwuniﬂ-@eeambsr-&%

Adter-December234-2042—any-sign-change-including-cepy- changeshall-reguire-compliance
with-the-provisiens-of- the-Slgn-Code~The copy face of a legal nonconforming slgn may be
changed, replaced or installed fa=the-anmeSabinat. If a-now sior-sobiet-or stricturs)
alteration are required, it Is considered a new sign and shall require compliance with the
provisions of the Sign Code.

S—Any-sign-tser-mayfilefor-an-exemplion-as—selforth-ln-subseclion-B-bslow—{‘grandfather
exermnptiony—and—tho-provislons—of-that-subsection—-B-shall-govem-—Hewever - neither-this
subsection-nor-subsection-B-provides-any-fight-of continuanss-after-the-adoplion-of-the-Sign
Gode-ofthese-lypss of signs-specifieally-prohibited-in-Section-17.60.2.040 ~with-the-exception-of
reef_aigns.-(%faﬁdfatharwexemptieasw-l!#—ﬂat—iae—gmﬁied—te—fmestaﬁéing»slgns—that—gvemaag-w
ensr%eM!wa-:biis—ﬁght-eﬂ-wayer-ove;hanguepensmaebrupei}adjeiﬂm@pwpeﬁyr

Grandfather exemption. Signs that have heen granted a grandfather exemption by the Clty of Great

" Falls on or before July 1, 2006,:may remain in perpelully, provided the sign Is properly mainlained

anii—i&ne#shangesHnanymanneprelthepswmwai!yemepyshangesMny—signwmsMsnsa-ehaﬂgeé
shalkbe»broug#1t—inteJmmsdEate»rsemp#ianc&with—aILp{evisleﬂ&eﬁiixi&sedershangewmne—nameei

-a—tenanben—a—muiti-tenam—ideatiﬂeatiensigway—b%zaé%uitheut-!ass—of—th@gmndiathepexemptiem

cablie ."If & new sign cabinet or structural alteration are required, it Is considered a new sign
andlsi{ i-require complance with the provisions of the Sign Code.
o

Change of nonconforming sign. Any noncenforming sign that is structurally altered, relocated (on the
game or another lof) oc replacement. of-the-eabinetseplaced-shall immediatsly comply with afl
provisions of this Code. Any sign that is accidentally damaged or desiroyed may be repaired or
raplaced within sixly (60) days to the sign’s ariginai condilion subject to the permit requirement of this
Cade.

Adminfs“atW@—aH(hBﬁMh&DIFEGtGFQmaHHIHQ-GRd-G@mHHil-Y—Q&VEIBPHfIGRHS—QFﬂHt@d—ﬁH{hGﬁW
to-—porferm-an—adminls trativeveview-and-male-appropriate-decieions—{o—allew- some—flexibilityin
Individual-noncenferming situations-where-the striclintempretation-and-application-of-the-sode-will-be
unworkablefor-the-properly ownerandior-tenants—All-docislons-must-be-conslatent-with-the-overalt

: Tﬁé\f:ﬁngzface of a grandfather sign may be changed, replaced or installed In the same
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Signage

{ hope that you maintain and implement strict signage regulatiops. Have you heard about employers
trying to entice prospective professionals to Great Falls that attempt navigating their route through the
town when showing them around without driving 10" Avenug? Fve listened to numerous stories about
such attempts, Some of us are embarrassed by 10™ Avenue. it could and should be a more attractive
road.

Recently { was in Missoula and went to Costco. F'd been there before, but a while ago. | had troubfe
finding it on Reserve. The fandscaping has matured creating a barrier from the road, the building is set
back quite a ways and the signage Is subtle. That is true of other more recent developments along their
“10" Avenue”. Why can’t we do that too? No. We let new structures go up close to the road and allow
horrid, aggressive, big signs.

I love Great Falls. I've lived most of my life here, but | also value beauty. | wonder who really benefits
from weaker signage restrictions, | wonder if it Is the casino industry. it is one way we could make our
town more attractive and move it in a better future direction. | wish i could come to the meeting
tonight.  had a prior commitment, or { would come and publicly state my concern.

Thank you for your time,
Rebecca Scott

Becca.scott@charter.net



Charlie Sheets

From; Randall Knowles [knowlesmontana@juno.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 11:34 AM

To: Charlie Sheets

Subject: Knowles Pubiic Comment - Sign Codes

We do not live in a communist state or nation. What makes the United States the GREATEST country in the World is
FREEDOM. It is not the job of government to dictate beauty or logic. Great Falls can be the “prettiest” land in the world.
Great Falls Is onty a community if we have businesses. Without businesses we are just a pretty tourist attraction.
Businesses must advertise. As a SCORE volunteer for the past 25 years. 25 years ago one of the greatest errors
conducted by smalf businesses and an error conducted today Is lack of or inadequate advertising. If Great Falls wants to
support the success of their business community then government needs to act fike a partner and not a dictator.
Government has much more to worry about than how big a sign is. Every time government changes the rules,
government makes some commaercial real estate more valuable and some fess valuable. Changes in advertising
opportunities can affect the value of 100's of commerclal iots, several voling precincts, and entire sections of the
community. Let the business development organizations make recommendations regarding signage; if indeed signage is
a problem. Undersized slgns on 10™ avenue south can reduce commercial properly values to the level of central avenue,
There have been thousands of hours dedicated to the sclentific study of optimum signage size. Selecting the properly
sized sign is not a willy nilly decision. There is such a critter as sign that is Toooo farge.

In all of the economic studies that | read, regarding the most popular cities in which to establish a busihess, | have
NEVER read that the “no sign” community has an advantage. There are hundreds of studies about the communities that
discourage entrepreneurship through micro regulation. AND, | do not want to hear, “Billings, Missoula, Bozeman, Helena,
and Butte,” have sign codes. Great Falls is noi these other cities.

The city of Great Falls will retard, delay, inhibit, and discourage economic development by meddiing with signs. Great
Falls cannot afford to adopt initiatives that slow down or create road blocks to economic development. Creating a
successful business Is hard enough without unnecessary government interference. Nationally only 17% of new
businesses survive more than 5 years,

Randali Knowles

P$§ s there compensation to the business that complies with any silly sign codes that may be initiated - when government
obslructs the view of that sign? Does government pay for relocation? Does government bend the rules so the business
can re-size the sign? Does government buy the business? The more government meddles in the life of a business the
greater their responsibility to guarantee some level of success. Remember the days when government Issued business
'permits and the froubles that code created for government.

"I have always been delighted at the prospect of a new day, a fresh try, one more start, with perhaps a bit of
magic waiting somewhere behind the morning,” John Boynton Priestiey (Toastmasters come join us for a bit of
magiel)

NEW Email - Reply to: Knowlesmontapa@Juno.com - Randall Gene Knowles,
3017 Nilnth Avenue South, Great Falis, MT 59405 voice, cell, & text 406-799-1547




2315 12th Ave S
Great Falls, MT
40677618710
asigns@PBresnan.net

) g‘ des’gﬂc wiri. KellysSignsMT. com

Prior to my comments/suggestions on the sign code, ! would like to explain what | predominately do each
day. As Kelly’s Signs does not do the large electrical signs as all the other companies, we cater to small
business clientele, and smaller signs/vehicles/banners for all the larger corporations, contractors and rental
agencies. 1am not exaggerating when | tell you, most of my customers are very frustrated with the current
sign situation. (As I'm sure you guys are aware). But I'm in a unique position that [ can sit and discuss,
in a friendly atmosphere, and feel out what their wants for their business, and thelr frustrations, Many
of the small businesses i deal with, only have minimal employees, and don’t have time to run down to the city.
Small business really have to fight day to day to attract a customer base. And when they are constantly
dinged with permit fees and limitations, they will tend to find ways to get what they need in an attempt
{o survive, They make home-made signs, order signs online, and as | explain the rules, they frequently
comment either “they don’t care”, or “better to ask forgiveness, then permission.” This atmosphere is setting up
a tough situation; I'm not selling a sign, they are not following city guidelines, and putting up unattractive and
possibly unsafe signs. The other option, is that then they just leave up their current signs which in many cases
are outdated and not as attractive as a new one would be,

So, most of my suggestions start with this information. {I've been doing this almost 20 years, and our
family has had businesses in Great Falls since the 1800's.) My father was the City Engineer in the 70's, and my
brother was maintenance chief for the DOT for 30 years. Both of whom are currently working at our sign shop,
so we know about dealing with people in a government setting. As a community we really need to help our
small businesses thrive, & stop with the revolving door of failure. If we gave some more freedoms as opposed-
to regulations, more individuals wouid be willing to work together to accomplish community goals. Believe me,
| know you will never make the few squeaky whesls happy, there are some that will complain about anything.
So let's stop just trying to appease them, and help the business succeed to create a more vibrant community.
Most of the business people | deal with everyday are reasonable, hard working people, that are just frustrated.

I would be more than willing to volunteer if you are putting together a committee or need any further
information. The economic base of Great Falls needs to be bolstered by successful, active businesses.
We really need to stop scaring away options due to over reguiation and limits of advertisement. There are
many of the guidelines that are appropiiate, and needed. And there are a lot of sign code that is perfectly
reasonable . But for a young person, thinking of starting up a small businass, they are astonished by what is
required to just put up a wall sign or a banner. In general, { would recommend that each new business be
allowed a sign, (within parameters) (1) banner for advertising and allowed limited bandit signs. No fee for the
one banner and bandit signs. Variances could be placed for square footage.

As requested, | went through the sign code and made suggestions. Thanks again for your time.

Chris Kelly Raymond Kelly Dave Kelly
Vice President President Secretary

Kelly's Signs & Design
2315 12th Ave S
Great Falls, MT

(406) 761-8710
esigns@bresnan.net




Page 1 - 17.60.1.020 Intent & Purpose
A. “Promote a positive economic and business climate through distinctive and effective signage.”

B. “Improve Great Falls' community image by eliminating sign clutter.”
Comment: These two lines are the primary battiefield. Eliminate line B - too vague and up to interpretation.

Page 2 - 17.60.2.010 Prohibited Signs & Exceptions
F. “Signs advertising a product, service or business that are carried, worm or otherwise supported.”

Comment: Eliminate - How much of a problem could this he? Plus it is a fairly common occurrence around
town right now?

Page 3 - 17.60.2.010 Prohibited Signs & Exceptions
l. “Lawn signs advertising a product, service or business”

Comment: Limit, but allow. perhaps 1 per property with limited size.

Page 3 - 17.60.2.010 Prohibited Signs & Exceplions
F. “On-Premise ground level window signs.”

Comment: eliminate the 1/3 distinction and 1/4 distinction. With many of the new window films, there are a
more and more options for attractive window use, along with asslisting with sun, glare, security

or temperature regulation. These are usually a cost effective way for a small company to advertise when
they can’t afford a large sign.

Page 4 - 17.60.2.010 Prohibited Signs & Exceptions
l. “Non-illuniated temporary signs for events.”

Comment: allow 14 days prior to the event.

Page 4 - 17.60.2.010 Prohibited Signs & Excepftions
K. “Home occupation signs”

Comment: Make the allowable sign larger 1 square foot is too small.

Page 4 - 17.60.3.010 On-premise temporary signs

Comment. Eliminate the permit fee for at least 1 temporary sign, When ! tell a customer they must have a
permit, again, | do not get to sell the product, they purchase online, and put up anyway. They are also likely
buying a cheap version that cannot tolerate our weather. At least allow each business (1) temporary sign
without fee that allows them to adverlise. As always, staying within your guidelines,

Page 5 - 17.60.3.010 On-premise temporary signs
C. "Temporary signs may not be displayed in place of permanent signage.”

Comiment: You know the statistics - most businesses do not make money their first year, at least. Give
a new owner a chance to succeed. Many banners are beautiful, and can be used effectively if mounted well.

Page 4 - 17.60.3.010 On-premise temporary signs
F. “Sandwich board signs.”

Comment: Eliminate the permit fee for at least 1 temporary sign. The section on line 4 that states a sign in
poor maintenance or safety issues needs to removed is appropriate,




Page 7 - 17.60.4.010 Residential, neighborhoods commercial and central business periphery dist.
C. 2 Projecting signs and wall signs advertising the same business may not occupy the
same building frontage.

Comiment:
Eliminate: Many business need to attract customers from differing angles, but they still need to maintain

the square footage limits,

Page 10 - 17.60.4.010 Commercial and industrial districts.

B. 1.
Comment: Eliminate (1) freestanding sign per premise street frontage and No more that (2) signs allowed.

B. 3.
Comment: Grandfather in all pre-existing signs. Allow them to update and change as needed. Any new

sign/business construction will then fall under the new height fimit,
C. - Not sure why you're eliminating this option?
Page 12 - 17.60.4.030 Central business core district
C 2.. "Projecting signs and wall signs advertising the same business may not occupy the same building
frontage.”

Comment. Eliminate. Many of the business downtown would like to allract foot and drive by traffic.

in your edited copy, | see you suggest eliminating the section on 17.60.4.020 section C and 17.60.4.030
section D, |agree -



ASSOCIATIONof Breat Falls

2015 Execntive Commitice:
Clint Larsen - President

Les Bruner - 1st Vice President
Matt Graff' - 2ud Vice President
Jody Bastas - Treasurer

Mike Green - Past President
Katie Hanning, Exeoutive Officer

2015 Board of Directors

Builders:
Scot Davis
Matt Graff
Russ Martello
Byron Roberts
Spencer Woith
Jimi Zarling

Associates:

Jody Bastas

Les Bruner

Stevi Phillips

John Schut

Jeff Tuttle

Jason Westmoreland

Life Dircctors:
Russ Eklund
John Harding
Steve Keaster
Basil Jacobson
Byron Roberts

MBIA Representative:
Toby Malsam

NAHDB Represengntive:
Spencer Woith

UILDERS

The Home Builders Association of Great Falls
327 2nd Street South
Great Falls, MT. 59405
Phone: 406-452-4663
Fax: 406-453-0271
Email: hbagf@bresnan.net

Decembar 15, 2015

City Commission and Planning Staff,

Each year the Home Builders Association of Great Falls produces the Parade of Home
Event. This is n self guided tour of focal area homes, Over the years we have found i
necessary to set out directional sign, This alfow those who are not sinart phone savvy fo find
their way to the homes, The signs we use are bright yellow on wire frames. As the sign
code exists now we would not be atlowed to use these signs.

The Home Builders would like to have an option for a 3 day permit to use theses types of
signs. A simple $50.00 permit fee could be charged. This will cover costs of n city
einployee to take down the abandoned signs, if necessary. This pennit will also give the city
the information it needs to contact the permit holder and either remind thern to remove the
signs or inforin them that their signs have been removed and pat in the rash,

Sincerely,

Al —

Katie Hanning, EO
Home Builders Association of Great Falls

A c.0l0. T



Charlie Sheets

From: Big O Tires Great Falls, MT {bigotires26702@bresnan.net]
Sent: Monday, December 14, 20156 10:36 AM

To: Charlie Sheets

Subject: SIGN CODE

Attachments: SIGN GODE SUGGESTIONS.docx

Thank you,

J. Mark Rothwell
Big O Tires Great Falls, MT
406.454.3406




SIGN CODE SUGGESTIONS

1.

Section 17,60.3.010 says
“..one temporary sign with up to 64 square feet... An annual permit for one
temporary sign per premise..."

Charlie said at the meeting that it was not limited to 1 sign Just 64 sq fi—-if this Is correct

it needs to changed in the code.

2.

section 17.60.4.015 - C1

*s0 only 1 pole sign OR 1 monument sign OR 1 low profile sign?

*should there be a minimum? Muiti tenant bullding?

*require landscaping required-75 % living-if there is no water to area then it just
dies and looks bad

section 17.60.4.020- 2
* 50 only 1 pole sign OR 1 monument sign OR 1 low profile sign? unless 250 ft
seperation?
6. explain -min 6 feet curbed istand or protective barrier
require landscaping required-75 % living-if there is no water to area then
it just dies and looks bad
section 17.60.090.010

A-2,  "...if a new sign cabinet or structural alteration are required, it is
considered a new sign and shali require compliance...”

Allow replacement of cabinet
B. same as above - allow replacement of cabinet

Then - was there not a fee to get grandfathered in?-the fee should be
refunded,

C. same as above allow - replacement of cabinet

Thank you,

1, Mark Rothwell, President
Big O Tires
406,454.3406



Charlie Sheets

From: Kellys Signs [montana1914@gmail.com)
Sont; Monday, Decambear 07, 2015 11:20 AM
To: Charlie Sheets

Subject: Question

Good morning Charlle,

We had another question re: The section on Pole banners and lawn signs. If I'm reading this
correctly, any and all signs that people place on their yards or businesses; decorative or advertising, .
would be prohibited? So this would greatly impact advertising available for small business that place
a sign at jobs they are currently active, or special event signage for business, which would be a
concern.

It is not necessarily that we sell a load of these, many people purchase these online or from box
stores. How could this be enforced, especially as most small groups or individuals are not even
aware there Is this in a sign code? Would this also include holiday decorations or decorative flagging
many stores use to advertise an event, or a "Now Renting”, or "Garage Sale"? We're concerned that
these paragraphs could be interpreted a number of different ways that could in theory limit almost all
flags, banners and signs other than Realtor and day cares? There Is a potential that this could create
endless problems. Those of us that adhere to the regulations could be impacted fairly substantially,
as we would turn down these clients, to just have them go online, and take the money out of Great
Falls.

Let me know what you think.

Thanks - Chris Kelly
Kelly's Signs

2315 12¢h Ave S
Great Falls, MT
(406) 761-8710
kellysignsmt,com
KellysSigns.net
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SIGN FEES ERRECHVEJULY 12014

Sign Electrician/Journeymen Certificate (anNUal)........ccceeevreeeieinecreceirececere e $15.00

Sign Electrician Certificate - Class A LICENSE.........occveeeeeererieeeeececeeetereee e e $100-00-$150.00
Class B License e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e $50.00
Sign Examination APPliCation FEE..... et st st e $50.00
Sign Permit Fees 0 =24 Sq. Fl..oo et ettt s s $38.78

25 S0. Ft. 0oF MOre is $S38.78 PIUS.....c.cvvviveeeeececeeeceeeee et e s erenes $1.62 sq ft
Reface Sign Permit/Inspection: existing permitted sign flat fee.........ccceerrerrrrreeneenennes $65.90

Sign Electrical INSPECLION FEE ......cuvevurereierereeeiesiessnesessessssassssssssessssesassssssssasssssssnsnns $34.64S$38.78
Bench Signs/Transit Shelter (anNUal)..........cooucieeiei e $77.55
Bench Signs — One Time Design REVIEW FEE.......ccovveereceieicreetreeccee et eeeereeseeesne s ereer s $32.31
A-Type Sandwich Board Signs (AaNNUAI).......ccvieeeeeeieiiee et esr s e e S 64.62
On-Premise Temporary Sign — 60 day PerMit........ccceviviririneneiieeiesie e se s seeseesseesesanseens $32.31
ANNUATL PEIMIT....oiiiciereece ettt et $129.24

Central Avenue Banner/BNSF Underpasses — 30 Day Maximum.........ccccoevrveeecrereeenveenen. $64.62






