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Agenda # 10   
Commission Meeting Date: February 16, 2016 

CITY OF GREAT FALLS  
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

 
Item:   First Reading – Ordinance 3138 amending Ordinance 1447 pertaining to 

vacating that portion of 10th Alley South between 14th and 15th Streets 
South, all within block 780 of Great Falls Sixteenth Addition. 

  
From:  Galen Steffens, Planner II, Planning and Community Development 
 
Initiated By:  New Inns Limited Partnership, owner 
 
Presented By:  Craig Raymond, Director of Planning and Community Development 
 
Action Requested:  City Commission accept Ordinance 3138 on first reading and set the 

public hearing for March 1, 2016. 
 
 
Suggested Motion:  
1.   Commissioner ___________ moves: 
 

“I move that the City Commission (accept/not accept) Ordinance 3138 on first reading 
and (set/not set) the public hearing for March 1, 2016.” 

 
2.  Mayor requests a second to the motion, Commission discussion, public comment, and calls 
for the vote. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends the City Commission accept Ordinance 3138 on 
first reading and set the public hearing, which vacates the portion of 10th Alley South located 
between 14th and 15th Streets South, all within block 780 of Great Falls Sixteenth Addition.  
 
Background: Said alley and the adjacent lots are the current location of the Townhouse Inn of 
Great Falls, addressed as 1411 10th Avenue South. The subject portion of 10th Alley South is 
±350 feet long by ±20 feet wide, thus ±7,000 square feet, or ±0.16 acres, in size. The original 
vacation of the alley was proposed and approved by adoption of Ordinance 1447 in 1963, and 
was ultimately conditional “so long as said alley shall be used as a building site for motel 
purposes”.  
 
While the site’s motel land use has been in place for 53 years, the owner is looking at 
redeveloping the site, which consists of a full City block, to construct a new Town Pump 
convenience store with attached Casino, type I, and associated fuel island. The subject property 
is zoned C-2 General Commercial district, and the proposed use is permitted. However, as 
Ordinance 1447 was conditional on motel use, rather than other land uses, it needs to be 
amended if redevelopment of other commercial land uses is to occur. 
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Currently the only options for the property would be for the motel use to continue and the 
vacation of 10th Alley South could continue, or if the motel use ceased then 10th Alley South 
would be reestablished which would reduce the development scale permissible on the adjacent 
lots. 
  
Fiscal Impact: The subject property pays City assessments and taxes and will continue to do so; 
however, if the alley is no longer vacated, then taxes will no longer be paid for the square 
footage of the alleyway. 
 
Alternatives:  The City Commission could deny acceptance of Ordinance 3138 on first reading 
and not set the public hearing.  However, such action would deny the applicant due process and 
consideration of a public hearing, as provided for in City Code and State Statute. 
 
Concurrences:  Representatives from the City’s Public Works and Fire Departments have been 
involved in the review process for this application.  
 
Attachments/Exhibits:     Ordinance 3138 with Attachment “A” – amended Ordinance 1447 

and Attachment “B”- aerial map 
   
 
Cc: Jim Rearden, Public Works Director 
 Dave Dobbs, City Engineer 
 Patty Cadwell, Neighborhood Council Coordinator  
 Dan Sampson, New Inns Limited Partnership, dans@townpump.com  

Joe Murphy, Big Sky Civil & Environmental, Inc., representative, 
jmurphy@bigskyce.com 

 



 

 

ORDINANCE 3138 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 1447 

PERTAINING TO VACATING THAT PORTION OF TENTH 

ALLEY SOUTH BETWEEN FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH 

STREETS SOUTH, ALL WITHIN BLOCK 780, SIXTEENTH 

ADDITION TO THE CITY OF GREAT FALLS, CASCADE 

COUNTY, MONTANA 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted Ordinance 1447 on September 30, 1963, vacating that 
portion of Tenth Alley South located between Fourteenth Street [South] and Fifteenth Street 
[South], all within Block 780, Sixteenth Addition to the City of Great Falls, Cascade County, 
Montana; and  
 
WHEREAS, the vacation of the aforesaid Alley was to permit the construction of a large motel, 
with the provision that said City Council desires that the Alley revert to the City of Great Falls, a 
municipal corporation, in the event that said Alley shall cease to be used as a building site for motel 
purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, a motel has occupied the site for 53 years, and is the current location of the 
Townhouse Inn of Great Falls; and 
 
WHEREAS, the owner is requesting consideration of an amendment in order to redevelop the 
property for commercial purposes and not reestablish said portion of 10th Alley South as a public 
alleyway; and 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Public Hearing has been duly given as provided by Mont. Code Ann. § 7-3-
4448. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF GREAT FALLS, MONTANA, that:  
 

Section 1. Ordinance 1447 be amended as depicted in Exhibit “A” attached hereto, 
which removes any language indicated by a strike-out; 

 
Section 2. The aforesaid area is as depicted in the area map for reference purposes 

attached hereto as Exhibit “B”; 
 
Section 3. That any and all reference to Fourteenth Street and Fifteenth Street in Exhibit 

“A” shall be correctly referred to as Fourteenth Street South and Fifteenth 
Street South; 

  
Section 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty (30) days after second 

reading and final adoption by the City Commission. 
 
 APPROVED by the City Commission on first reading February 16, 2016. 
 



 

 

 ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Great Falls, Montana on second reading 
March 1, 2016. 

 
                                                                                   ____________________________  
                                                                                    Bob Kelly, Mayor  
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Lisa Kunz, City Clerk 
 
 
 
(Seal of the City) 
 
 
 
APPROVED FOR LEGAL CONTENT: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Sara R. Sexe, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State of Montana ) 
County of Cascade : ss 
City of Great Falls ) 
 

I, Lisa Kunz, City Clerk of the City of Great Falls, Montana, do hereby certify that I did 
post, as required by law and as prescribed and directed by the City Commission, Ordinance 3138 in 
three places within the limits of said City to-wit: 
 

On the Bulletin Board, first floor, Civic Center Building; 
On the Bulletin Board, first floor, Cascade County Court House;  
On the Bulletin Board, Great Falls Public Library 

 
___________________________ 

(Seal of the City)     Lisa Kunz, City Clerk 







Exhibit "B"
Aerial Map
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