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Agenda # 3  
Port Authority Meeting Date: December 1, 2015 

GREAT FALLS PORT AUTHORITY 
AGENDA REPORT 

 
Item: Temporary Construction Easement upon Lot 1B, Medical Tech Park 

Minor Subdivision, to facilitate the widening and reconstruction of 26th 
Street South 

  
From: Planning and Community Development Department 
 
Initiated By: Montana Department of Transportation 
 
Presented By: Andrew Finch, Senior Planner, Planning and Community Development 
 
Action Requested: Approve the Temporary Construction Easement 
 
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
1.  Board member moves: 
 

“I move that the Great Falls Port Authority (approve/deny) donation of a Temporary 
Construction Easement upon Port Authority Property described as Lot 1B, Medical Tech 
Park Minor Subdivision, to facilitate the widening and reconstruction of 26th Street 
South, and authorize the Chairman to execute a Right-of-Way Agreement for said 
Easement.” 

 
2.  Chairman calls for a second, discussion, public comment, and calls the vote. 
 
 
Recommendation:   
Approve the donation of a Temporary Construction Easement upon Port Authority property 
described as Lot 1B, Medical Tech Park Minor Subdivision, to facilitate the widening and 
reconstruction of 26th Street South, and authorize the Chairman to execute a Right-of-Way 
Agreement for said Easement. 
 
 Project Background:  
A project funded with Federal and State funds will reconstruct and widen the portion of 26th 
Street South from the edge of the four-lane section near Centene to the intersection of 24th 
Avenue South.  The project will also include reconstruction of 24th Avenue South, as well as a 
portion of 13th Street South from 21st Avenue South to just beyond 27th Avenue South. 
 
Because of limited right-of-way width, and because the approaches (driveways) into Centene 
must be graded to the new elevation of the reconstructed roadway, some work will need to be 
performed outside of the right-of-way on property owned by the Port Authority and leased to 
Centene. 
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In order to perform work outside of the right-of-way, the Montana Department of Transportation 
enters into standard Temporary Construction Easements with adjoining property owners. This 
gives them permission to have their contractor legally perform the work during the duration of 
the reconstruction project. 
 
The requested Construction Easement varies from 1 to 22 feet in width, immediately adjoining 
and running parallel to 26th Street South near the intersection of 21st Avenue South (See Exhibits 
A and B).  Any affected paving, curbing, sidewalk and landscaping would be restored to its 
original condition as part of the project. 
 
The State has requested the Easement be donated, which is appropriate as the City, Port 
Authority and Centene will benefit from the improved road network, which is taking place at no 
cost to them. 
 
Concurrences:  Representatives from the City’s Planning & Community Development and 
Public Works Departments support the project, and concur in the recommendation to the Port 
Authority to approve the Temporary Construction Easement at no cost. 
 
Fiscal Impact:  There would be no cost to the Port Authority, City of Great Falls or Centene as a 
result of the requested action. 
 
Alternatives:  If there are justifiable reasons to do so, the Port Authority could deny the 
requested action or take action to negotiate a fee for the Easement. However, doing so would 
delay the project. 
 
Attachments/Exhibits:  Exhibit "A" – General Location Map 

Exhibit "B" – Right-of-Way Plan 
Exhibit "C" – Right-of-Way Agreement 
Exhibit “D” – Waiver of Compensation for Donation 

 
 
Cc: Dave Dobbs, City of Great Falls Engineer – ddobbs@greatfallsmt.net   
 Sara Sexe, City of Great Falls Attorney – ssexe@greatfallsmt.net  
 Krista Chambers, MDT Right-of-Way Specialist – kchambers@mt.gov 
 



Location of Construction Easement










