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Agenda # 15   
Commission Meeting Date: August 18, 2015   

CITY OF GREAT FALLS  
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
Item:   Customer Agreement with NorthWestern Energy for work associated with 

the Great Falls Water Treatment Plant Facility Upgrades, O.F. 1519 
 
From:  Engineering Division 
 
Initiated By:  Public Works Department 
 
Presented By:  Jim Rearden, Public Works Director 
 
Action Requested: Consider proposal and approve contract.  
 
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
1.   Commissioner moves: 
 

“I move the City Commission (approve / not approve) a Customer Services  
Agreement in the amount of $439,903.29 with NorthWestern Energy for construction 
services associated with the Water Treatment Plant Facility Upgrades, and authorize the 
City Manager to execute the contract documents.” 

 
2.  Mayor calls for a second, discussion, public comment, and calls for the vote. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Approve Customer Services Agreement. 
 
Background:  
 

Significant Impacts 
The construction services provided by NorthWestern Energy and their contractors will 
relocate overhead power lines that feed the Water Treatment Plant (WTP) substation.  
The new lines will be buried and will be rerouted outside of the area where new WTP 
facilities will be located.  This work will include reconnecting the new underground 
power feeds to the existing substation.    
      
Citizen Participation 
The Great Falls WTP provides the only source of drinking water to the City potable water 
distribution system. The current facilities improvement project will replace aging electric 
switchgear to create a more reliable power source for the treatment plant. Burying the 
existing overhead lines will also provide for a more secure power supply to the WTP. 
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Workload Impacts 
Engineering analysis, design and construction will be completed by NorthWestern 
Energy.  City staff will help coordinate NorthWestern Energy’s activities with the WTP 
Facilities Upgrade Project.  
 
Purpose 
The WTP Facilities Upgrade project will replace aging switch gear in the WTP.  The 
project will also install an ultraviolet (UV) treatment system in order to help the WTP 
meet the recently implemented Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule.  
In preparation for the installation of the new UV facility and the associated surge tank, 
the overhead lines feeding the WTP from the north will need to be relocated and buried.  
This Customer Agreement with NorthWestern Energy allows for the relocation ahead of 
the full construction project.  With the completion of the line burial early next year, the 
areas needed for new construction will be clear of the existing utilities.  
 
Project Work Scope 
NorthWestern Energy will design and contract out the boring of conduit under Overlook 
Drive and to the east of the location of the new surge tank at the WTP.  They will then 
pull new supply lines through the conduit and make connections back to the existing 
substation.  Transformer Facilities will also be included with this work.  The main 
conduit will be installed in the fall of 2015 with the remainder of the work to be 
completed in early 2016. 
 
Conclusion 
City staff recommends approving the Customer Agreement with NorthWestern Energy in 
the amount of $439,903.29 

 
Fiscal Impact:   
The City is applying for a State Revolving Fund Loan to cover the costs associated with the 
WTP Facility Improvements.  The work completed by NorthWestern Energy has been approved 
as a reimbursable expense as part of this loan.   
 
Alternatives:   
The City Commission could vote to disapprove of the Customer Agreement.  
 
Attachments/Exhibits:   

1. Customer Agreement 
 










