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Agenda # 5   
Commission Meeting Date: January 20, 2015   

CITY OF GREAT FALLS  
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT  

 
 
Item:  Six New 2015 Police Pursuit Vehicles & 
  One New 2015 Police Pursuit Vehicle SUV  
 
From:  Doug Alm, Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor  
 
Initiated By:  Public Works Department  
 
Presented By:  Jim Rearden, Public Works Director 
 
Action Requested: Approve Purchase  
 
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
1.   Commissioner moves: 
 
 “I move that the City Commission (approve/reject) the purchase of six new 2015 Ford 

Sedan Police Interceptors and one new 2015 Ford Police Interceptor SUV to Bison Motor 
Company of Great Falls for $184,338.68.” 

 
2.  Mayor calls for a second, discussion, public comment, and calls for the vote. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends that the City Commission approve the purchase of 

six new 2015 Ford Sedan Police Interceptors and one new 2015 Ford Police Interceptor 
SUV to Bison Motor Company of Great Falls for $184,338.68. 

 
Background:  
 
 Workload Impacts 

The purchase of new police pursuit vehicles is made each year.  These vehicles are kept 
in police pursuit for four years, which places the odometer at 90,000 – 100,000 at the end 
of the four years.  The utility vehicle is replacing a police pursuit vehicle damaged in an 
accident.    

 
 Purpose 
 These units will be used by the Police Department. 
 
 Evaluation and Selection Process 

According to MCA 18-4-402, the City may participate in a cooperative purchasing 
agreement for the procurement of supplies; and as authorized by Section V Cooperative 
Purchasing (page 39) of the City of Great Falls Financial Policies and Procedures.  Open-
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ended State public procurement unit contracts are made available to local governments.  
The State of Montana has such a procurement contract with Bison Ford.  From this 
contract the City Police Department along with the Fleet Maintenance Supervisor 
adjusted the specifications to meet the needs of the Police Department and their funds 
available for vehicle replacement.  Options can be taken off the specifications, but there 
cannot be any options added. The State of Montana contract includes a starting price of 
$30,103.70 for the Ford Sedan Police Interceptor.  By removing some options not needed 
it lowered the cost to the City to $26,014.62 per vehicle. The State of Montana contract 
includes a starting price of $32,568.12 for the Ford Police Interceptor SUV.  By 
removing some options not needed it lowered the cost to the City to $28,082.96.  This 
price is competitive and is as good as or better than the price the City would get if the 
City bid the purchase.  The insurance deductible and MMIA Car and Equipment 
Coverage deducts $26,814.62 from the total cost.    
 
The Police Department requested the change in police pursuit vehicles from the current 
FWD vehicles to AWD.  The six police pursuit vehicles being replaced will be 
transferred to other departments to be used as staff sedans or sold at a later date.   

 
 Conclusion 
 The bid through the State of Montana by Bison Motor Company of Great Falls meets 

specifications for the police pursuit vehicles. 
 
 
Fiscal Impact:  The purchase price for six new police pursuit vehicles during FY 2014 was 
$133,548.  The total bid price difference from last year is an increase of $22,539.72.  The 
difference in bid price per vehicle from last year is an increase of $3,756.62 or +14.4%.  These 
new vehicles are AWD and are partially pre-built including lights, wiring and siren which saves 
time and money in the Central Garage and charges to the Police Department.  The Police 
Department will be able to get these vehicles out on the street sooner as well.  In the past year it 
took six months to put out the six new police pursuit vehicles.  Funds for this scheduled purchase 
from the ERS (Equipment Revolving Schedule) were provided in the FY 2015 Central Garage 
Budget. 
 
Alternatives:  The City Commission could vote to reject the purchase. 
 
Attachments/Exhibits:  State Cooperative Purchase Agreement, State of Montana Purchase 
Order 
  
 




































