
Page 1 of 3 

 Agenda #  6   

Commission Meeting Date: February 19, 2013  

CITY OF GREAT FALLS  

COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 
 

 
Item: Great Falls Emergency Services (GFES) EMS Transport Services Contract  
 Extension 
 
From: Randall E. McCamley, Fire Chief 
 
Initiated By: David Kuhn, President - - Great Falls Emergency Services  
 

Presented By: Randall E. McCamley, Fire Chief  
 
Action Requested: Approve/Disapprove EMS Transport Contract Extension 
 
 
Suggested Motion: 

 

1.   Commissioner moves:  
 

“I move that the City Commission (approve/disapprove) a four (4) year contract 
extension with Great Falls Emergency Services for EMS Transport Services, beginning 
January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2017.” 

 
2.  Mayor calls for a second, discussion, public comment, and calls the vote. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends that the City Commission consider GFES request 
for a four year extension of its contract with the City of Great Falls for citywide 911 emergency 
ambulance services and approve said request. 

 

Background:  On January 8, 2008, the City Commission adopted Ordinance 2993 which 
established City authority and responsibility for pre-hospital emergency care and transportation.  
The Ordinance further set forth the formal operating structure of the EMS system and established 
the provisions for performance contracting. 
 
On October 6, 2008, the City Commission approved the Performance Contract with Great Falls 
Emergency Services, an agreement for citywide 911 emergency ambulance services.  The term 
of said contract is November 1, 2008 to December 31, 2013.  In November, 2012, GFES 
submitted a letter requesting a four year extension of the EMS Transport Services Contract with 
the City of Great Falls. 
 
Section 1.3, Conditions for Contract Extension, states, in pertinent part, “This Agreement may be 
extended for two subsequent four-year terms by action of the Great Falls City Commission.  At 
least one year prior to the expiration of this Agreement, Contractor (GFES) shall notify the EMS 
System Administrator for the option to extend the Agreement."     
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Additionally, Title 8, Chapter 9, Section 325 of the Official Code of the City of Great Falls, sets 
forth "At the discretion of the City Commission, contract extensions may be granted, or the 
contract may provide for automatic annual renewals based on achievement of performance 
measures and customer service requirements specified by the City."  Currently, GFES has met all 
the performance measures, has met the needs of our community, as well as the EMS service 
requirements as identified in the EMS Transport Services Contract. 
 
Citizen Participation:  The public is encouraged and welcomed to attend all EMS Advisory 
Board Meetings.  Public comment is welcomed by the Board and the EMS System 
Administrator. 
  
Workload Impacts:  Since GFES has been the EMS Transport Service Contractor for the last 4 
years, a contract extension shall not increase the City’s or the department’s workload.  However, 
if the will of Commission is to negotiate a new contract or to offer the contract for bid, the time 
and effort to accomplish such a task would take hundreds of staff hours and thousands of dollars 
in consultant supported assistance.  
 
Purpose:  The purpose of allowing a contract extension is twofold.  First, to continue pre-
hospital emergency medical care and transport services at the advanced life support (ALS Level) 
in response to emergency medical calls within the City twenty-four (24) hours each day, seven 
(7) days a week, without regard to the patient's financial status and with a provider who has a 
track record in this community.  Second, an extension will avoid the cost and time of negotiating 
a new contract or offering a new contract for bid.  This extension will keep GFES's staff working 
with the City to keep the EMS system working, saving lives and lessening pain and suffering to 
the citizens we serve. 
  
Evaluation and Selection Process:  If the Commission agrees and approves the EMS contract 
extension no competitive evaluation and selection process is necessary. 
 
Conclusion:  In conclusion, the City EMS Administrator recommends approval of GFES’s 
request for a four-year extension of its EMS Transport Services Contract with the City of Great 
Falls pursuant to the terms of the Contract approved by the Commission on October 6, 2008.  All 
other terms and conditions of the original contract remain in full force and effect. 
 
Concurrences:   
Fiscal services  
Great Falls City Attorney 
Great Fall Emergency Services owner and staff  
EMS Advisory Board 
City Manager 
 
Fiscal Impact:  No fiscal impact is anticipated as long as the Commission approves the 
extension of the current contract.  
 
As noted, if the extension is disapproved, the exact fiscal impact can only be related to what the 
last EMS contract cost.  The consultant alone was approximately $66,200. 
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Alternatives:  The City Commission could disapprove the contract extension, allow for a 
Request for Proposals for other ambulance companies to provide pre-hospital emergency care 
and transport services in the City under an EMS Transport Contract.  
 
Attachments/Exhibits:   
EMS Transport Services Contract 
Letter dated November 12, 2012, from David Kuhn, President, Great Falls Emergency Services
(Letter not available online; on file in City Clerk's Office.)
  
 


























































































