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Agenda # 13   
Commission Meeting Date: August 21, 2012   

CITY OF GREAT FALLS  
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
Item:  FY 2013 Traffic Signal and Sign Maintenance Agreement with the 

Montana Department of Transportation  
 
From:  Jerry McKinley, Traffic Supervisor  
 
Initiated By:  Public Works Department  
 
Presented By:  Jim Rearden, Public Works Director 
 
Action Requested: Accept Agreement  
 
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
1.   Commissioner moves: 
 
 “I move that the City Commission (accept/reject) the FY 2013 Traffic Signal and Sign 

Maintenance Agreement with the Montana Department of Transportation and authorize 
the City Manager to sign the agreement.” 

 
2.  Mayor calls for a second, discussion, inquiries from the public, and calls for the vote. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation:   Staff recommends that the City Commission approve the attached 
Traffic Signal and Sign Maintenance Agreement with the Montana Department of Transportation 
(MDT) for FY 2013. 
 
 
Background:  
 
 Significant Impacts 
 The attached agreement between the City of Great Falls and the Montana Department of 
 Transportation outline each agencies responsibility and details the States reimbursement 
 to the City for maintaining State traffic signals and signs located within the City limits.  
 The City is currently maintaining sixty-six (66) MDT traffic signals in addition to those 
 at twenty-three (23) City signalized intersections.  Three (3) flashing signal lights are also 
 maintained for the State.  The City is currently maintaining 1,878 standard traffic control 
 signs that are in MDT right-of-ways. 
 
 On July 24, 2008 Jim Rearden and Jerry McKinley, representing the City met with Mick 
 Johnson and Dave Hand, representing MDT District 3 and agreed in principle to the idea 
 of an agreement that would compensate the City of Great Falls for its expenses in 
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 maintaining certain traffic control signs in MDT right-of-ways.  These are signs that 
 traditionally have been maintained by the City of Great Falls at no cost to the State.  The 
 City would continue to be responsible for all curb control (parking) signing, as well as 
 non-standard signage installed by the City in MDT right-of-ways as described in the 
 current agreement. 
 
 Workload Impacts 
 The City employs two Traffic Signal Technicians to maintain signals on State and City 
 routes, as well as City owned signals.  The City provides all maintenance necessary for  
 the operation of the Traffic Control System and is reimbursed by MDT in accordance 
 with Exhibit B for costs of labor, equipment, engineering, and materials required.  The 
 technicians also maintain the over-height detection system located on US 87 by Fleet 
 Supply on an on-call basis with reimbursement per event. 
 
 The City employs two Traffic Sign Technicians to maintain signs on State and City 
 routes, as well as City owned signs.  The City provides all maintenance necessary for the 
 operation of the Traffic Sign System and is reimbursed by MDT in accordance with 
 Exhibit B for costs of labor, equipment, engineering, and materials required. 
 
 
 Purpose 
 The City has an annual agreement with the Montana Department of Transportation for 
 Traffic Signal and Sign Maintenance. 
 
  
 
Concurrences:   The State has agreed to this agreement and signed the needed documents. 
 
 
Fiscal Impact:  Last year’s agreement was for a total of $90,722.  This agreement includes a                  
1.75% cost increase as compared to last year’s Traffic Signal and Sign Maintenance Agreement, 
bringing the total compensation to $92,364.   
 
 
Alternatives:  The City Commission could vote to reject this agreement. 
 
 
Attachments/Exhibits:  Traffic Signal and Sign Maintenance Agreement Item Justification and 
Exhibits. 
  
 






















