JOURNAL OF COMMISSION WORK SESSION
February 19, 2013

City Commission Work Session Mayor Winters presiding
CALL TO ORDER: 5:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL: City Commissioners present: Michael J. Winters, Bill Bronson, Fred Burow,
Bob Jones, and Bob Kelly.

STAFF PRESENT: City Manager; Deputy City Manager; Directors of Fiscal Services, Park
and Recreation, and Public Works; Park and Recreation Deputy Director/Recreation
Administrator; Fire Chief; Police Captain; and the Deputy City Clerk.

1. PARK AND RECREATION FOUNDATION UPDATE

People's Park and Recreation Foundation Chairman Keith Teske provided a PowerPoint
presentation update on the Park and Recreation Foundation.
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2. UNDERDEVELOPED PARK LAND

Park and Recreation Director Marty Basta provided a PowerPoint presentation on the Great Falls
park system. He noted that many parks were acquired as an obligation by a developer to provide
park land as part of the development.
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-~ Great Falls Park System - =~

¢ 57 developed and 9 undeveloped parks
* 555 acres of developed park land
¢ 300 acres of undeveloped park land

* 300 acres of open space

Undeveloped Open Space

Underdeveloped Park Land

Undeveloped Open Space

— No irrigation, natural grasses and few or no par
amenities

ed Open Space
walking paths, sid

West Side Viaduct Property
16 St. & Central Ave. W.
1.9 acres
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Clara Property
437 St. & 10 Ave. S.
8.2 acres

Charles Russell Property
331 St. & 15t Ave. S.
D acres

Developed Open Space

j‘ Boston Heights Park
33" St. N. & Central Ave.
1.3 acres
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Kranz Park
17th St. & 3 Ave. S.
2.6acres

MV
‘ e

Belview Park 50%
Acacia Way & Evergreen Dr.
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Sand Hills Park 25%
25t St. & 15t Ave. S.

_— Options

 Continue to pursue funding for park development
> Grant applications
» Neighborhood fund raising efforts

praise certain properties and consider sale

he status quo

Mr. Basta reported the Skyline Addition property was appraised at $60,000 per acre. A sale has not
been pursued because of the slump in the market. Mr. Basta stated that proceeds of a sale of park
land must go into the Park Trust Fund.

The West Side Viaduct property borders Interstate 15 on one side and the rail yard on the other side.
The property has been leased by a neighbor who is responsible for controlling the weeds. Mr. Basta
reported the Park and Recreation Advisory Board recommended the lease be renewed and that the
property not be sold because glass and concrete was used as fill in the area. The current lease is $150
per year.

Mr. Basta reported the Park Master Plan recommended selling the Clara property, except the area
where the water tower is located.

Mr. Basta reported the West Hill property has turned into a parking lot for recreational vehicles and
debris.

Mr. Basta believes there is a real value in having open space within a community.
Mr. Basta requested direction for the West Side Viaduct property.
Mayor Winters discussed selling properties that have no potential.

Commissioner Bronson believes neighbors should be contacted to learn of park usage before
considering other uses for the property.

Commissioner Kelly questioned if there is a viable market for the West Side Viaduct property and
the West Hill property.

Mr. Basta responded that he does not believe there would be much of a market.

Commissioner Burow believes property should be sold when the market is up, and open spaces
provide places to play that developed parks do not.

Commissioner Jones would like to pursue the possible sale of the Clara property and Boston Heights
Park, and either enforcement of encroachments or the possible sale of the West Hill property.

Mayor Winters discussed the lack of a restaurant at Gibson Park.
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In addition to the recommendations made by Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Bronson believes
the possible sale of the Skyline Addition property should also be pursued. He also recommended
renewing the lease for the West Side Viaduct property.

Commissioner Bronson noted that West Bank Park should be developed to make the area a more
palatable place.

Mr. Basta responded the West Bank Park Master Plan is waiting funding.

Mayor Winters agreed with the recommendation for the possible sale of the Skyline Addition
property and discussed incorporating Skyline Park with a baseball diamond and fishing access pond.

Commissioner Burow recommended using an auction service to sell properties.
Mr. Basta also suggested enlisting the service of a realtor to sell property.

Commissioner Bronson noted that any sale of park land property requires a super majority (4/5) vote
by the City Commission.

The consensus of the Commission was to renew the lease for the West Side Viaduct property, obtain
a cost estimate for top soil for the property, and also an appraisal. Also, Mr. Basta will pursue the
other recommendations.

Commissioner Bronson suggested zoning the West Hill property industrial to increase the value.

ADJOURN

There being no further discussion, Mayor Winters adjourned the informal work session of
February 19, 2013, at 6:21 p.m.
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