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JOURNAL OF CITY COMMISSION WORK SESSION 

June 6, 2023 

 

City Commission Work Session                                                                    Mayor Kelly presiding 

Civic Center, Gibson Room 212 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 5:30 p.m. 

 

CITY COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob Kelly, Eric Hinebauch, Rick Tryon, Joe 

McKenney and Susan Wolff. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  City Manager Greg Doyon; City Attorney David Dennis and Deputy City 

Attorney Rachel Taylor; Finance Director Melissa Kinzler; Municipal Court Judge Steve Bolstad 

and Court Supervisor Morgan Medvec; Fire Chief Jeremy Jones; Police Chief Jeff Newton; and, 

Deputy City Clerk Darcy Dea. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None.  

 

1. SEMI-ANNUAL LITIGATION UPDATE 

 

City Attorney David Dennis recommended that this portion of the meeting be closed to the public 

pursuant to Mont. Code Ann § 2-3-203(4)(a) to discuss strategy to be followed with respect to a 

pending litigation matter because an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the City’s 

litigating position. The meeting will be re-opened at the conclusion of the litigation strategy 

discussion. 

 

At 5:32 p.m., the meeting continued in executive session in the City Manager’s Office with the 

City Commission, City Manager, City Attorney, Deputy City Attorney and Deputy City Clerk, for 

the purpose of discussing pending litigation and strategy.  

 

 - EXECUTIVE SESSION - - 
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The meeting reconvened into an open meeting.  Mayor Kelly called the regular meeting back to 

order at 6:18 p.m.   

 

Mayor Kelly reported that discussion included updates and strategy with regard to pending 

litigation and claim matters against the City by private litigants.   
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2. REVIEW BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR PUBLIC SAFETY LEVY GENERAL 

OBLIGATION BOND 

 

City Manager Greg Doyon explained that the new legislation required the bond language to include 

the taxable value of a $600,000 home and an increase in property taxes may lead to an increase in 

rental costs. He reviewed and discussed the draft bond language.  The City is using its taxable 

valuation from fiscal year 2023 as an estimate because fiscal year 2024 taxable valuation would 

not be available until August 2023 and the interest rate of 5.00% is an estimate as well.   

 

City Finance Manager Melissa Kinzler explained that the new legislation requires some minor 

language changes to the recent mill levy that passed and will be on the July 5, 2023 Commission 

meeting agenda. The draft bond language, exhibit A-1, states that the election would be conducted 

solely by mail ballot. 

 

Commissioner McKenney expressed concern with regard to the state mandated language that 

states an increase in property taxes may lead to an increase in rental costs.  He commented that the 

word “may” indicates speculation.  

 

It was the consensus of the Commission that the question of issuing general obligation bonds to 

the qualified electors be on the agenda for the June 20, 2023 Commission meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL UPCOMING WORK SESSION TOPICS 

 

City Manager Greg Doyon reported that a proposed FY24 Budget will be a topic for the June 20 

and July 5, 2023 work sessions.  A storm drain design manual update and solid waste study will 

be topics for the July 18, 2023 work session.  A lead water service line replacement and an energy-

consulting contract will be topics for the August 15, 2023 work session. 

 

Commissioner Wolff requested that a City Masterplan update be a topic for an upcoming work 

session. 

  

Manager Doyon responded that City staff is working on a Request for Proposals (RFP) and an 

interview for a Planning and Community Development Director is scheduled for next week. 

 

Commissioner Tryon commented that the City should have a plan if one levy passes and the other 

does not. 

 

City Manager Doyon responded that regardless if one passes and not the other, some of the items 

identified in the capital improvement plan would still need to be addressed. 
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ADJOURN 

 

There being no further discussion, Mayor Kelly adjourned the informal work session of June 6, 

2023 at 6:38 p.m.                                                  




