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Bina McDermott sweeps np while l\%rm Is on Thursday. A
dedication eeremony Is planned for Monday. Organizers expect thausands to attend. '
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TRIBUNE PHOTO BY ROBIN LOZMAK

The United States flag, the Montana flag and the POW
flag are raised over the Montana Veterans Memorial
“during a dedication celebration on Monday.

FROM 1A

Schweitzer also spoke of going to
services with families of Montana's
fallen.

“In each one of those ceremonies, I

.| reflect about, not only their families

and their communities, but those who

| came before them, and it helps to

remember these words,” he said
before quoting John F. Kennedy:

“Let every nation know, whether it
wishes us well or ill, that wé shall pay
any price, bear any burden, meet any
hardship, suppert any friend, oppose
any foe, in order to assure the survival
and success of liberty."”

Mike Winters, president of the Mon-
tana Veterans Association, quoted

3| Gen. Douglas McCarther when he
{ said, “Old soldiers don’t die, they just

fade away.” ;
“Today, in this place we honor, with

8 these tiles, we'll preserve those old

and not-go-old soldiers and those
faded memories,” Winters said. “It
was once said ‘when you dream’aloné
it remains a dream. When you dream
with others it becomes a reality.’ Look
at what we’ve accomplished.”

Six Pearl Harbor survivors also
were honored at the event.

“I think it’s a good tribute to those
serving now and these who have

* | Memorial: Preserving memories

66~

It was once said ‘when you
dream alone it remains a dream.
When you dream with others it
becomes a reality.’ Look at what
we've accomplished.

— Mike Winters, president of tie
Montana Velerans Association

9

served,” said Hal Conrad, a Pearl Har-
bor survivor from Lewistown.
Ed Ostlund, a World War.l veteran
from Sand Coulee, and his wife Sarah,
- both said they enjoyed the service.
“If*'went good,” Ed said. “I was a
f£ood turnout despite the cooler weath-
er.”

“It's nice to see people care that
much,” Sarah added.

As the ceremony was winding
down, a cool breeze lified U.S., Mon-
tana and POW/MIA flags as they were
raised on the memorial's flag poles.
Soon the sun broke free of the clouds,
bathing the bronze warrior-angel in
sunlight as it stood watching over the
Qity'\ A
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For those who se
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erowd as & lonely |

from

!:t‘#detliovu s of the .

Montana Veterans
Memorial.

A statue of & warrior-
stood at the memoxial's
center above the crowd of
thousands and against a
backdrep of slate-gray
g:::nds and patehes of

@

The doves have a

VETERANS MEMORIAL

lnslqe’

two—fold- mea — the
five mill-

tary and the ﬁw menwho
died in the sculptor's

arms in Vietnam.

The dedication of the
Montana - Veterans
Memerial in Great Falls
on Menday had its share
af _ stierin

£  moments

laughs and tears shed for
those now overseas and
those who never
returned.

The meniorial also fea-
tures a tiled wall with
names of veterans — liv-
ing and dead — who have
Montana eonnectéons e

‘Tvbegn served with
honor, and now we gath
er to honor them,” said
Great Falls Mayor Dona
Stebbins. “We recognize
the price of freedom: pre-
cious blood shed ¢n for-
eign soil and the loss af
thousands of sons and
daughters. Bless them all.
Thex'se not.farentten. ? -

ﬂml‘ﬁuaw Timeo Broadﬁmks» a at tbund of the for the N
mmm o Sgt. Timothy plays taps Jedfaﬂan ﬁ‘_

feitzer leads dedication ceremony

Keynote m
e o
P
Iraq, said he lwh
E& Montans

‘Servicemen
andservibehwﬁlﬁg
ol 3'::&#0»
e rie '
from Malmstrom will
return in about & month.
Sehweﬂa::mwﬁu&d
familymem
port & loved ene in a:g:
ice, and he lauded those
whogavethexrlivuwhen
their country called.

800 MEMORIAL BA

mﬂﬁ!m
Army National Guard
veteran Ray Pahrman of
Whitefish salutes during
the National Anthem at the
dadication ofl‘leﬂorma
_ Veterans Memorial







Montana Veterans Memorial Association
P.O. Box 3524
Great Falls, Mont. 59403-3524
(406) 454-9070"
‘www.montanaveteransmemorial.org

MEDIA RELEASE _

GREAT FALLS, Mont.— After havin

rés rated to operate in outdoor temperatures

fre Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

According to Montana Veterans Association board member retired
Army Lt. Col. Richard Liebert, the addition of the modern computer
equipment will help improve the interactive experience of visitors to the

memorial. -more-
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COMPUTER

"The new kiosk will help friends and families locate their honored
veterans with a more vivid screen and memorial panel reference. It will also
provide media stories, photographs and highlight the memorial's website

features and themes," said Leibert.

Ao, AL

be sent to a local company t}f@‘aj@%ycles eled :
, e ’

The new equipment and s\‘c%t are i

siahd operation of the

2%

"JC-‘. )
¥ and the sale of the tiles

and provide interVigy
A

the news media following the short dedication
ceremony. The memor 1 is located at 1009 25th Street North.
For more information,; please contact Mike Winters at 799-0179 or

Richard Liebert at 736-5791, wwranch@3rivers.net.

-30-
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Release No, 20- 12-01 ‘_ December 14 220

Cadets dedicate memorial bench to POW/MIAs

By Eric Peterson, MVMA Public Relations

GREAT FALLS, Mont.—A black granite | bench dedicated to the memory of
our nation's military members who served during wartime as prisoners of war
or missing in action was dedicated at the Montana Veterans Memorial on
December 9, 2020.

Air Force Junior ROTC- cadets assigned to Great Falls High School
Detachment MT-20161 spearheaded a class project to honor POW/MIA
personnel and raised more than $2,500 needed to have the bench purchased,
inscribed, and placed at the memorial.

In September, the cgdets participated in the Bataan Death March
memorial hike, to honor the memory of World War Il American and Filipino
military personnel who were force-mg;ched wh_?ille ptisoners of the Imperial
Japanese Army. The Americans and Filipinos were }marched,more than 60
miles from the Bataan Peninsula to Camp QO'Donnell in the Philippine Islands.

The commemorative event that honors the military members who
suffered through the Bataan Death Mar_ch is held annually by AFJROTC
cadets in high school detachments lecated throughout the nation.

-morte-



Cadet Airman 1st Class Braden Gerber considers‘tul_‘lf-"ai:n(hli@:l' AFJROTC
event a chance to save an impbrtant part of American hlstoryforposterlty

"It's slowly disappearing," Gerber said. "Not mﬁﬁ*‘ygeneratiom to come
are going to know about this, so it's better to preserve it so future generations
can learn."

The local cadets hikéd or ran a 14-mile course laid out onthe River's
Edge Trail in Great Falls and raised money in doriations and plédges per mile
from residents and businesses in the community.

The class initially wanted to honor the POW/MIAs by dedicating a trele
at the memorial but found their fundraising efforts exceeded 'their"or'iginal
goal of raising $500.

Cadet Capt. Chance Gerbert, a four-year student in the AFJROTC
program, organized the memorial hike for his fellow cadets and came up with
the idea to provide a bench in honor of the POW’s and MIAs.

"I'm the group physical training leader, so it was my'job in the senior
staff program to conduct the march," Gerbert said. "I got to plan it and saw
that there was a way to raise money for it arid I saw that thére wasn't
anything here for the I;‘OWS and MIAs, so we figured we'd donate towards
that."

The senior aerospace science instructor. for the Great Falls High School
AFJROTC program, retired Air Forcé Lt. Col. Brian Holbein, was proud of
the effort his students put into honoring our nation's POW/MIAs.

-more-



"It's very important for us to remember all veterans who served, but
especially those who .are unaccounted for,” Holbein said. "So by bringing
attention to them and to that czlau‘se, it keeps their memory alive and it keeps
what they did on the forefront of why it was so important."

Montana Veterans Memorial Association board membérs appreciated the
additien of the granite bench to the memorial.

"We are very pleased that the Air Force Junior ROTC cadets chose the
Montgng Veterans Memorial for their fundraising efforts," said MVMA
President Michael Winters.."The bench they dedicated today will be a lasting
tribute.to our nation's military members who were prisoners of war or.are
missing in action." \

‘The AFJROTC program has been hosted at Great Falls High School for
nearly five years. The program also serves stpdefnts‘att-gnding‘ Charles M.
Russell High School.

'The course teaches subje,ctgs such as the history of-éirpp_W:érE; e:X'p.l'~c?rji'ng
space, and the science of flight. The students also take part in 'many_ji»

extracurricular activities, like marksmanship,@mhefy, dx;'_i'l-l-bteaﬂ_in,' color!

s ) i J
guard, and flag awareness. '

Holbein sees AFJROTC as an opportunity for students to leai‘ﬁ 'E'ti"uctur'é
and citizenship and develop a work ethic that can lead to success after high

school. Military service is not required following graduation.

-more-




" "It's an amazing program,” Holbein said. "I'm surprised and a little bit
disappointed that more kids in the community don't take advantage of that
opportunity.”

Holbein encourages students who may be interested in participating in
the AFJROTC program to contact their high school counselor.

For more information on providing a tile, trég, or bench at the Montana
Veterans Memorial to honor a:military member, please write to Montana
Veterans Memorial Association, P.O. Box 3524, Great Falls, Montana 59403.
You can also contact the MVMA by calling 406-454-9070, or by emailing:

info@montanaveteransmemorial.org.

-30-

Three photographs follow.

201209-R-UJ603-033.jpg - Air
Force Junior ROTC cadets
assigned to the Great Falls High
School Detachment MT-20161
! dedicated a black granite bench at
) the Montana Veterans Memorial in
honor.of our nation's POW/MIAs.
The dedication ceremony took
place at-the memorial in Great
Falls, Mont. on December 10,
2020. Photograph by Eric
Peterson.




Y 201209-R-UJ603-048.jpg - A
" black granite bench was provided

to the Montana Veterans Memorial
by members of the Air Force
Junior ROTC Detachment MT-
20161 from Great Falls High
School in Great Falls, Mont. The
bench was dedicated in a
ceremony held December 10,

2020. Photograph by Eric
Peterson.

201209-R-UJ603-058.jpg --Air
Force Junior ROTC Detachment
MT-20161 Cadet Capt. Chance-
Gerbert, Senior Aerospace Science
Instructor retired Air Force Lt.
Col. Brian Holbein, and Cadet
Airman 1st Class Braden Gerber
revealed the black granite bench
dedicated to POW/MIAs at the
Montana Veterans Memorial in
Great Falls, Mont. on December
10, 2020. Photograph by Eric
Peterson. '"
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-P.O. Box 3524
Great Falls, Mont. 59403-3524
(406) 454-9070
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Release No. 20-11-02 _ ‘November 3, 2020

Neyw tiles added to Montana Veterans Memorial
By Eric Peterson, MVMA Public Relations
GREAT FALLS, Mont.— Members of the Montana Veterans Memorial

Association met at the memerial November 3, 2020 to review and quality
check 98 new tiles ready to be installed on its walls.

The six volunteer workers used the tailgate of MVMA President and
Founder Michael Winter's picllcup truck to sort and spell-check the tiles
bearing the inscribed names of military veterans. Bricklayers from Cooper
Masonry were scheduled to arrive later in the day to mount the stone tributes
to the walls.

The members gather at the memorial to rin guality ‘as_si‘lx[r‘enie_e on hew

tiles twice each year-prior to Memorial Day in May and Veterans Day in

November. These two national hohdaysprowdet ot
opportunity to recognize the vet.eiane whohaVe SErve _’thelr cou ;ris" 50 well.
"In today's circumstances, Qe 've fofgotten who eeally pald the b111 for
us to enjoy the freedoms we enJoy today," said: Wmters "Tlus memerial is a
living memorial, so it not only represents people who are deceased bht also

people who are still living," he said.

-more-
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Winters is proud of the fact that all of the material used for the
memorial comes from the USA. The tiles are made from black granite
quarried in Minnesota.’ Ctaftsm'en émployed by Montana Granite Industries of
Great Falls then create the 7" x 10" tributes for each veteran. |

The additional 98 tiles brings the total numbei of veterans recognized
on the walls of the memorial to approximately 7,500. Winters projects that
there is room for 2,400 more tiles to bé placed in the future.

Memorial granite tile order forms will soon be available for veterans or
the families of vetérans to download from the MVMA website:
http://montanaveteransmemorial.org or from its Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/mtvetsmemorial.

-30-

y DSC_4034.jpg - Members of
| the Montana Veterans
Memorial Association quality
check 98 new tiles bearing
.the names of military
veterans. The tiles were
scheduled to be mounted to
the memorial's walls in Great
Falls Mont. on November 3,
20'20. Photo by Eric Peterson
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DSC_4052.jpg - A member of the Montana
Veterans Memorial Association selects two
tiles for association members to quality
check. The tiles were two of the 98 new
tiles scheduled to be placed on the wall of

® the memorial in Great Falls, Mont. on

November 3, 2020. Photo by Eric Peterson.

DSC_4120.jpg - Tiles bearing the names of
military veterans are mounted on the walls
of the Montana Veterans Memorial in Great
Falls, Mont. The memorial was scheduled to
add 98 more tiles to its walls. on November
3, 2020. Photo by Eric Peterson.

~



Montana Veterans Memorial Association
P.O. Box 3524
.Great Falls, Mont. 59403-3524
- (406) 454-9070
.montanaveteransmemorlal.org
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Release No. 20-11-01 _ " November 2, 2020
Veterans Day observance at Montana Veterans Memorial
By Eric Peterson, MVMA Public Relations
GREAT FALLS, Mont.— A Veterans Day ceremony will be conducted
virtually at the Montana Veterans Memorial in Great Falls, Wednesday,
November 11, 2020.

The public is encoudraged to view the ceremony via Facebook. Live on
the Montana Veterans Memorial Facebook page beginning at 11 a.m. City-

County Health Department guidance limits attendance at the ceremony to

participants only.

Retired Army Command Sgt. Maj. Starnell Darko will serve as the
master of ceremonies during the event. Command Sgt. Maj. Darko last served
as the sergeant major for the 652nd Regional Support Command (Rear
Detachment) located -at Fort Harrison, Mont.

The commander of the 341st Missile Wing at Malmstrom A:ir Force
Base, Col. Anita Feugate Opperman, will provide the keynote address during
the Veterans Day ceremony.

‘Malmstrom personnel will also participate in the ceremony. Members of

the 341st Missile Wing lHonor Guard will present the colors and Air Force
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Heather Bodwell will provide the invocation.

~-more-
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Retired Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Dana Darko, Commanngt Ma_]
Darko's husband, will sing the "Star-Spangled Banner."%h:'i“'é"’f"D:H»ll'kg?lést
served as the 120th Mai‘rfte-n"ancé Grbi’lp".Qua’lit!y assurance chief at the 120th
Fighter Wing in Great Falls.

Cadets from the Air Force Junior ROTC program at Gll"e_,atgt, Falls High
School will lead participants in the Pledge of Allegiance.

A bagpipe salute will be perform'ed by bagpiper jesse Callender. A
well-known local piper, Callender has performed for many of the past
ceremonial events held at the memorial.

Disabled American Veterans 2nd Jﬁnior Vice Commander Joe Parsetich
will recognize the 100th anniversary of ;he DAV. According to the
‘organization's national We-bsite (dav.org), the DAV currently serves more
than 1 million members and seeks to help America's 4 million disabled
veterans gain access to important benefits like medical care, employment, and
education.

To conclude the ceremony, Taps will be performed by a member of
Detachment 688 of the Marine Corps League.

The Montana Veterans Memorial has been recogniized by the Veterans
Administration and Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert Wilkie as being an

official 2020 National Veterans Day Regional Site.

-morec-
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The nie‘morial:ivaS sel—e:: dlby ';g Vcterans Day Nat:onal Commlttee for

prov1d1ng a proper trlbute 10’ vet_rans and fOr servmg as.a. role model for

-7

other communities planmng Veterans Day ceremqmes

Mcmbers of the local medla are cncouraged to attend and. cover the

event.. Montana Veterans Memorial representatlves will be avaxlable for '

N
S
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Montana Veterans Memorial Association
P.O. Box 3524 -
- Great Falls, Mont. 59403-3524
(406) 454-9070
‘Www.montanaveteransmemorial.org

MEDIA 4 RELEASE

October 31, 2020

Re]ease No. 20- 10-01
New computer mgtalled at Montana Veterans Memorial

By Eric Peterson, MVMA Public Relations

GREAT FALLS, Mont.— After having served nine faithfyl years at the
Montana Veterans Memorial, the computer installed in the onsite kiosk used
for locating names of veterans placed on thg walls of the memorial has been
retired.

The computer was replaced with a brand-new system designgd by
Touchsource of Lafayette, Colorado. The new equipment includes a thin
profile, free-standing kiosk with a 32:inch high-resolution flat-panel LED
commercial-grade touch screen monitor and a digital media player operating
TouchSource Software.

The equipment is rated to qperat,é iﬂ outdoor temperatures on a 24/7
basis and meets the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements for
wheelchair access.

According to Montana Veterans Memorial Association board member
retired Army Lt. Col. Richard Liebert, the addition of the modern computer

equipment will help improve the interactive experience of visitors to the

memorial. -more-
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"The new kiosk will help friends and families locate thelr -fihtijj;'ofed B
veterans with a more - vivid screen and memorial panel“réf’erehéé':-lt' will aiso
provide media stories, photographs and highlighf the memorial's website -
features -and"themes," said Liebert. |

The equipm)ent is designed to be dust, wind, and moisture resistant. Du?
to COVID-19 precautions, a disinfectant station will also be irista"lled for
\'/isit.o‘rs to clean their hands and the touch screen surfaces of the equipment.

In keeping with sound énvironmental practices, the old computer will
be sent to a local company that recycles e'lectronic§.

Thé new equipment and software purchase cost the Montana Veterans
Memorial Association $9,655. ReéUrring maintenance and operation of the
memorial is supported by donations from the public and the sale of the tiles
bearing the names of veterans.

Members of the local media are encouraged to attend the memorial
equipment orientation on Friday, November 6; 2020, at 11 a.m. Montana
Veterans Memorial Association personnel will be available to demonstrate the
new equipment and provide interviews for the news media following the short
kiosk orientation.

The schedule of events for the November 11 Veterans Day ceremony
will also be previewed for members of the media.

-more-
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The Montana Veterans Memorial is located at 1009 25th Street North.
For more information, pleasé contact Michael Winters at 799-0179,

email: mjwinters@bresnan.net, or Richard Liebert at 736-5791, email: -

wwranch@3rivers.net.

-30-
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Release N, 20-07-01 - July 21, 2020

Veterans Memorial Association to welcome "Maid in the Shade'"

By Eric Peterson, MVMA Public Relations

GREAT FALLS Mont.—Members of the Montana Veterans Memorial
Association have joined forces with Holman Aviation and the Great Falls
Inter'n:afidrial Airport to welcome the Commemorative Air Force Airbase
Arizona (CAF) historic B-25J Mitchell bomber aircraft to Great ﬁal]s, Mont.,
August 3-9, 2020.

The visit to Great Falls of the World War Il-era aircraft is part of the
CAF Flying Legends of Victory Tour. The CAF is a non-profit, 501 (¢)(3)
educational organization dedicated to "educate, inspire and honor ﬂirough_
flight and living history experiences."

Nicknamed, "Maid in the Shade,” the B-25]J aircraft is scheduled to
arrive at Holman Aviation at the Great Falls International Airport at 11 a.m.
Monday, August 3.

Once the aircraft has landed, taxied and parked at Holman Aviation, the
Star-Spangled Banner will be performed and members of:the Montana
Veterans Memorial Association and local veteran service organizations will
lead the participants in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Montana. Veterans Memorial Association member retired Army Lt. Col.
Richard Liebert will serve as the master of ceremonies during the event.

-more-
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Members of the'Malmstrom Air Force Base 341st Mlss11e Wix’g'érva_iior
Guard will present the cé].pfg, and 34,3 st MW g:paplaip (Capt.) Bill Mesaeh
will provide "th'e"bpening“"'ihvobati'on‘»”t'ti)"-’the eve‘nt';

Retired Air Force I}Sr__ig. Gen. Rex Tanberg will provide comments
relating to his vast flying .expeti'i'en,cé and his father's Army Air Corps service
with the 7th Ferrying Group stationed at Gore Hill during WWII.

General Tanbgrg last served as the Montana Nq@ional Guard Assistant
Ad_j_ut;_,a.'nt Ger;c;al for Air within the Joint Fo_rc}e Headquart_ers at Fort -
Harrison, Mont. In this position, he was responsible for developing and
implementing strategy, _p'lg_nn'ing guidance, and pl:a;ps for more than 1,200
airmen assigned to the Montana National Guard.

Members of the flight rcrew assigned to the B-25J will also discuss tl-le
historic significance of the aircraft and the combat role it p'_erforméd during
the war.

According to the CAF, "Maid in the Sih'ad,e" was used during WWII for
lovg-level bombing and stfafin'g missions. Out of nearly 10,000 B-25s built
there are only ‘34 that remain in flying con__dition today.

Theigfo will charge for groqnd tours and rides in the Bli-ZSJ. The costs
are used to support the operation ,:a_.n‘c_lgmaintenance Qf the historic aircraft.

Members of the media will be provided exclusive access to film and
tour the aircra_ltft.'and interview the flight crew.

Please note there will be strict COVID-19 protocols followed during the
welcoming ceremony and throughout t__he’visit of the aircraft.

-more-



For those unable to attend the event, the B-25J "Maid in the Shade"
welcoming ceremony will be broadcast from Holman Aviation over Facéboo‘k
Live on the Montana Veterans Memorial Association's Facebook page.

For more information on the visit to Great Falls of the B-25J "Maid in
the Shade" historic aircraft, please visit https://www.azcaf.org/tour/ or

contact Mike Winters at 799-0179 or Richard Liebert at 736-5791, or email

wwranch@3rivers.net.

4

100417-F-2907C-377.jpg - The B-25J "Maid in the Shade" piloted by Russ
Gilmore, Norman McLane and David Baker is the 13th of 17 B-25 Mitchell
bombers to arrive at the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, Wright
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, for the Doolittle Raiders' 68th reunion April
17, 2010. Maid in the Shade is based in Mesa, Arizona. U.S. Air Force photo

by-Lance Cheung.



Montana Veterans Memorial Association
P.O. Box 3524 '
Great Falls, Mont. 59403-3524
(406) 454-9070
WWW. montanai'eteransmemorial.org

MEDIA RELEASE

Release No. 20-05.01 © May 11, 2020

Memorial Day observance at Mon"t'a.na Veterans Memorial

By Eric Peterson, MVMA Public Relations

GREAT FALLS, Mont.— The Montana Veterans Memorial Association has
scheduled a Memorial Day cerérhony to be held Méy'25 at 2 p.m. at the
Montana Veterans Memorial in Great Falls, Mont. This year the observance
will be conducted online virtually to comply with Montana Governor Steve )
Bullock's directi;es and DOD guidance to manage the COVID-19 pandemic.

The online ceremony will feature an introductory welcome from the
Chairman of the Montana Veterans Memorial Association and Marine Corps
veteran, Dwayne Nelson. The presentation of colors will be provided by
members of the Malmstrom Air Force Base Honor Guard, followed by an
invocation given by Air Force Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Heather Bodwell.

Great Falls Symphony member Laura Detrick will sing the "Star-
Spangled Banner" and three members of Boy Scouts of America Troop 110
will lead those participating in the ceremony in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Retired Navy Capt. Ken Robison will provide the keynote speech during
the Memorial Day event. His speech will focus on a historical perspective of

previous crises and how we’ll move forward as a nation.

-more-
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A traditional bagpipe salute will be performed by lfoﬁél"f‘Gf;at‘li;'élls
bagpiper Jesse Callendar.

‘Kathy Austin, chairwoﬁan of the Montana Gold a;md Blue Star Families
Memorial Markers, will prqvide a Gold Star Marker d_gdication at the
memorial.

Members of the Marine Corps League, Detachment 688 will provide a
boots, rifle and helmet remembrance for those individuals who have died
while serving as members of the United States military.

To conclude the ceremony, a Charles M. Russell High School trumpet }
player will sound Taps on his trumpet to honor those service members who
have passed.

According to Memor.ial Day Master of Ceremonies and retired Army
Lt. Col. Richard Liebert, even though citizens cannot attend the Memorial
Day ceremony in person at the memorial this year due to the COVID-19
situation, it's still important on this day to recognize and honor the men and
women who have died while serving as members of the United States
military, especially our fallen Montanans since 9/11. “While in this national
crisis we must all still strive to achieve the Constitution’s call for ‘a more
perfect union,’ no matter what state or city is suffering as ‘E Pluribus Unum’
calls for, as it means ‘from many we are one,’” said Liebert.

-more-
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The public can view a live or delayed video of the ceremony on the
Montana Veterans Memorial Facebook page. Video of the event will also be
posted following the ceremony online at the Montana Veterans Memorial

~.

website, montanavetefansmemorial.org. A live radio broadcast is also being
considered.

The memorial was dedicated during a ceremony held on Memorial Day
in 2006 and the walls originally displayed tiles bearing the names of 2,774
veterans. More than. eighty new tiles will be added to the current 7,237

veterans now honored at the memorial.

Participants will be asked to respect social distancing while visiting the
memorial before and after the ceremony.

Members of the media are encouraged to attend the ceremony to
document the event. Strict social distancing restrictions will be followed.

For more information on the Memorial Day ceremony at the Montana
Veterans Memorial, pleajse contact Mike Winters at 799-0179 or Richard

Liebert at 736-5791, wwranch@3rivers.net.

-30-



Montana Veterans Memorial Association
P.O.Box 3524
Great Falls, Mont. 59403-3524
(406) 454-9070
www.montanaveteransmemorial.org

Release No. 21-04-01 | '
Improvements made at the Montana Veterans Memorial

By Eric Peterson, MVMA Public Relations

GREAT FALLS, Mont.—A new fence was added and updated exterior
lighting is planned to be installed at the Montana Veterans Memorial, located
at Veterans Memorial Park near Centene Stadium. The new fence will protect
the lighting that will illuminate the "Warrior Angel" statue located in the
inner portion of the memorial.

Specialty Iron Works manufactured the fence material and constructed
it at the memorial on January 26. The new lighting fixtures are scheduled to
be wired and installed at the memorial soon.

According to the Montana Veterans Memorial Association President
Michael Winters, this new addition to the memorial will help advance th-e‘
association's maintenance goals. |

"The Montana State Legislature has recognized this memorial as being
a Moﬁtana state memorial, so it's important that we continue to make

improvements to this beautiful tribute to our veterans," Winters said.

-morc-
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The lighting is currently mounted into the concrete at the base of the
statue. Lamps were continually burning out due to the excessive heat
generated in the ground-mounted fixtures. Raising the three light fixtures up
four feet will help cool the lamps and save the association the cost of
repeated lamp replacement.

While the new ornamental fence will protect memorial visitors from the
raised lighting, it will also serve to highlight the plaque at the base of the
statue that recognizes the Medal of Honor re'cipientAs from Montana.

The volunteer. members of the MVMA continue to maintain the site and.

are focused on adding future improvements to the memorial that was built to

honor all veterans, both living and deceased.

"We have a classic site at the memorial that has evolved into. so much
more than when we first started," Winteérs said. "We've made SO many
improvements and I think we ought to continue doing that."

For more information on the memorial, please contact Michael Winters
at 799-0179, email: mjwinters@bresnan.net, or R,ichard Liebert at 736-5791,

email: wwranch@3rivers.net.

-30-
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Three photographs follow.

210129-R-UJ603-010.jpg - The bronze "Warrior Angel"
statue stands on its base surrounded by protective
fencing at the Montana Veterans Memorial in Great Falls,
Mont. on January 29, 2021. Photograph by Montana
Veterans Memorial Association Public Relations
Specialist Eric Peterson.

210129-R-UJ603-030.jpg - Tiles bearing the
names of veterans can be seen through the
wrought iron fence recently installed at the
Montana Veterans Memorial in Great Falls,
Mont. Photograph by Montana Veterans
Memorial Association Public Relations
Specialist Eric Peterson.

¢ 210129-R-UJ603-032.jpg - This is a close up
view of the wrought iron fence constructed at
the Montana Veterans Memorial in Great Falls,
Mont. The fence protects visitors to the
memorial from raised light fixtures that

8 illuminate the "Warrior Angel” statue.

. Photograph by Montana Veterans Memorial
Association Public Relations Specialist Eric
Peterson.




 PROCLAMATION

VVIIEREIAS 7716 Montana Vétcmns,MemonaI ﬁzc a non- proﬁt cwpomtzon ‘:
has been oﬂfczaﬂy mcogmzed and endorsed by govemmcntzf
' Icadez:s', and ‘ .

WHEREAS, The Montana Veterains Memorial Committce is embarking on a
. program to build a Veterans Memorial in Great Falls. The
proceeds of ﬁmdmzsmg cainpaigns are used .exclustvely for
N constructing the Veterans Memorial. Said Memorial will bée

. known as “A P]ace of Honor;” aind

WHEREAS, The basic putpose af the Veterans. Memorial is eloquently
reflected in the desire to Honor and Recognize all Veterans of -
Military Service to the United States of America, in peace arid war.

L]

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED A RAADYGRAY uzgeﬁeedm '
spirit citizens to support our Veterans Memorial with gratitude to the men and

. women of this country, who*have risked their lives in defense of the ﬁeedom
which we continue to anoyasAmencan cilizens.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I hereto set
- my hand ad cause the Grear Seal of the
City to bé aﬂix_'cd this 7th day of May, 2009,

4

Kan . Gray
Mayor




| | | 3
State of Montana
@obernor's Citation
W

The Governor's Citation is hereby présented to:

The M. ontana Vetemns
M emo rzal 'j"-rf-'f-»o mmzttee

and rement "f mﬂn and v;’emen veterans
of all servzceg, im:l tlt_ose of. tlze National

Guard, Reserves, Coast Guaid and Merchant
Marine and those Montana vetemns who have been
awarded the Congresszonal Medal of Honor.

(': Congratulations! Q')

Dated this Zﬂ‘m day of Ma;/ 200k

—e— & 3 N
Governor Brian Schweitzer



UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

Jon TESTER
MONTANA

May 27, 2009

Lt. Col. Richard Liebert (Ret)
289 Boston Coulee Rd
Great Falls, MT 59405

Dear Rich:

I appreciate you inviting me to speak at the Memorial Day observance in
Great Falls. It was an honor and a pnvﬂege to stand up and recognize
the tremendous sacrifices our fighting nién and womefi have made on

behalf of our nation.

Also, I was quite impressed with the Memorial. It is a beautiful
reminder for the community that our freedom is not free. You and those

responsible for making it a reality should be very proud of bringing such
a remarkable asset to Great Falls and the state of Montana.

Thank you for the invitation and for everything that you do for our
veterans.

Respectfully,

Jon Tester
United States Senator




The library is closed in observ-

ance of Memorlal Day, 453 o .
0349, '

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY, ; 3 4
2 p.m., Veterans Memorlal '
P-rk, 102925’!&80. M 'ﬂi

MONDAY, MAY 28 ' | | 4
LIBRARY CLOSURE, Great Falis
Public Library, 301 2nd Ave. N. _ . Q
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Eric Newhouse is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and a
military. veteran who was drafted into the Army in 1968 and
honorably discharged in 1970. After the terrorist attacks on 9-
11, he wrote extensively about modern-era vets to getthemthe
help his generation got only belatedly. That evolived into his
second book: Faces of Combat: PTSD & TBI. A sequel to that
book, titled Faces of Recove
PTSD. TB! and Moral Injury, has justbeen published.

As Projects Editor for the Great Falls Tribune, Newhouse won
the Pulitzer Prize in 2000, beating out a couple of vastly larger
rivals: the Portland Oregonian and the New York Times.
Honored was a 12-part series of stories that Newhouse wrtoe
about alcohol abuse, titled “Alcohol: Cradle to Grave.” That

became the basis for his first book, also called Alcohol: Cradle
to Grave. 4

How to Properly Dispose
of an American Flag

When an American flag becomes worn, faded, torn or soiled, it
.- should be retired and.replaced with a new flag. There are several

ways to respectfully dispose of the American flag without showing
disgrace. The most common method is a special ceremony where
the flag is folded, burned completely as a salute and honors are
made. Then the ashes are buried.

Our local Boy Scouts of America will establish a secure U.S. Fiag
receiving container for unserviceable flags that will be placed at the

Montana Veterans Memorial for the public’s benefit. The flags will be -

&mvommno*i::&naemsn amumoﬁuismmooam_isuavma
honors. .

:_Treatments that work for-

Memorial Day 28 May 2018
2 PM, Montana Veterans Memorial, Great Falls, MT

Welcome.............ocooovvommemmeeeoeee, Dwayne Nelson, Chairman,
Montana Veterans Memorial Assoc. (MVMA)
Master of Ceremonies...................Richard Liebert, Lt. Col (Ret.), USAR
Presentation ofthe Colors......................... Malmstrom AFB Honor Guard,
Veterans Groups
Invocation................ Chaplain Paul Castillo, LTC, , USAF, Maimstrom AFB'
NationalAnthem ............................. Sound of the Falls Harmony Chorus
‘Pledge of Allegiance....................ccoonvreerenn....... Boy Scouts of America
xo<=o.~o Speaker.................cccccconmnennnn.. Eric Newhouse, Army Veteran,
Great Falls Tribune Pulitzer Prize recipient

‘God Bless America........................... Sound of the Falls Harmony Chorus
Fallen Montana Veterans of Iraq . )
& Afghanistan Salute Military Detail
‘Bagpipe Salute-................................ Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band Pipers

Benediction ...... Pastor Marcus Collins, Alexander Temple-of God in Christ

Taps........cne..n o o N o N Marine Corps League

MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
The association established and maintains this memorial to honor and
recognize all veterans of all branches of military service to the United States of
America, in peace and inwar. A Veteran is defined as any man or woman of any
age who has served in any branch of the military of the United States of America
in any capacity, and to honor men and-women living and deceased equally.
Memorial tiles are available for $225. Contactthe MVMA with yourrequest at:

Montana Veterans Memorial Association

PO Box 3524 « Great Falls, Montana 59403-3524
. v-.o:.o (406) 454-9070

Website: www.montanaveteransmemorial.org

Non-Profit Tax ID #0530543
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COLONEL JENNIFER K. REEVES assumed command of the 341st
Missile Wing at Maimstrom Air Force Base in June 2018 and leads the
wing’s 4,000 service members to defend the USA with combat ready
warriors and nuclear forces. This includes base support, maintenance,
security and operation ofthe Minuteman Il ICBM, 15 missile alert posts and
150 launch sites throughout central Montana. She was commissioned
through the US-Air Force ROTC in 1993 at San Diego State University
where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in aerospace engineering
and then onto operations with missile warning satellites, the Minuteman Ill
ICBM, space-based infrared Systems, missile combat crew assignments,

including operations, training and instruction and commanded the 381st

Training Group at Vandenberg AFB prior to her current command.

. Colonel Reeves has had numerous joint assignments, including overseas
service with US Central Command and with Space Command, Northern
Command, NORAD, and at the Pentagon on Joint Staff as Chief, National

Military Command Operations Division. Colonel Reeves also earned a.

Master’s Degree in physics in 1997 from Univ. of Colorado, and a Master of
Strategic Studies from the Air War College and graduated the Joint Forces
Staff College at Norfolk, VA in 2009. Her many awards and decorations
include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters,
Nuclear Deterrence Operations Service Medal, Global War of Terrorism

Expeditionary Medal and the National Defense Service Medal with Bronze
Star device.

JOE PARSETICH joined the Air Force in 1968 and served in combat at Tan
Son Nhut Air Base, Vietnam with the 377th Security Police Squadron, 68-
69, and then honorably discharged in 1972. Joe was elected National 3rd
Junior Vice Commander of the DAV (Disabled American Veterans) of the
over 1 million members of the DAV,

He was appointed by Secretary of Veteraris Affairs Dr. David Shulkin in
- 2017 to serve on the Veterans Rural Health Advisory Committee and

continues in that duty under the new VA Secretary Robert Wilke. Joe is very
active locally as a coordinator and mentor for the Veterans Treatment
Court. He hosts the “On Point - Veterans Talk Radio” show on local KGPR
public radio 89.9 FM in Great Falls and serves on boards to help end
Veteran Homelessness in Great Falls, the Cascade County Suicide

ma,ﬂngo: ._.mmq:_m:&:m Veterans Advisory Council for the Great Falls Vet
enter. A

Joe has received many local honors from service groups including the DAR
in 2017 and was the first ‘non-Marine' to earn the :Distinguished Citizens
Award” from the Marine Corps League on June 19, 2018. He has also
served as a DAV volunteer van driver and on the Military Funeral Honor
. Guard. Parsetich and his wife, Meg, reside in Great Fails and together have

seven children, three foster children, 32 grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

'MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL
Veterans Day Ceremony
11:00 a.m. - Sunday - November 11, 2018

Great Falls, Montana
‘Master of Ceremonies ....... P, T SO .. Dwayne Nelson, Chair,
Montana Veterans - Memorial Association
Welcome............coooovvveiueen. Richard Liebert, Lt. Col (Ret. Army),

Montana Veterans Memorial Association

Presentation oftheColors .................. Maimstrom AFB Honor Guard,
Veterans Groups

invocation............. Bl B .... Chaplain Paul Castillo, L.t. Col. USAF
Malmstrom Air Force Base

National Anthem .......... Great Falls Central Catholic High School Choir
Pledge of Allegiance .... Junior ROTC Cadets, USAF, Great Falls High
Guest Speakers...................... ........Colonel Jennifer K. Reeves, USAF,

: Commander, Malmstrom AFB;
Joe Parsetich, Nat'l 3rd Vice Cdr, Disabled American Veterans

Military Music............. Jesse Om__mzn_m_q. Great Falls Shrine Band Pipers
Remarks............coocveveecniicenccnenne Congressional representatives and

Commissioner Bill Bronson, Great Falls
‘Over There’ WWI patriotic song...............GF Central Catholic HS Choir
Boots and Rifle ceremony, WWk ........... Marine Corps League, Det 688
.Benediction......... Deacon Bob Ferguson, Central Catholic High School
Taps.......... A R NN Marine Corps League, Det 688

1918-2018

BELLS

OF PEACE
A World War I Remembrance




World War I
R Montana: The Treasure
e State Prepares

'WORLD WAR | One hundred years ago, on April 6,
MONTANA 1917, the United States went into a war,
~~~~~~~~ o K a conflict that would have a profound

Tus Tizasvns S1arvs Piinvanes

— effect at home and abroad. For

&1 Montana, this was a war of opportunity
i for many, trouble for some, and change
i for all. On that fateful day, the United
States at last entered a European war, a
war that had been raging since 1914.

The oceans around us were shrinking, and the world, the U.S., and
Montana would never be the same.

It is hard today to comprehend how vitally important, Montana, The
Treasure State's forestry, mining, smelting, refining, agriculture,
and people were to the national war effort. It has been said, with a
lot of truth to it, that every bullet fired in World War | was encased in
Butte copper, and the world was “wired” by copper from Great Falls
refineries. In addition, Montana’s amber waves of grain helped feed
a starving world. And, Montana's cowboys, miners, foresters,
farmers, nurses and other women, went to war to win, under the
battle cry, “Powder River, Let ‘Er Buck!” that would resonate on the
battlefields in France. Montana men served in The Great War in a
greater percentage than any other state.

World War | Montana: The Treasure State Prepares covers the
dramatic first year of the war, as the U.S. and Montana mobilized
and prepared for a decisive role in The Great War. ‘

Excerpt from Captain (US Navy, Retired) Ken Robison’s fascinating new book about
Montana and World War One which focused on the year of preparation.




This year marks the 100th anniversary of America’s involvement in World War |
and going ‘Over There’in 1917 as reflected in this Wikipedia commentary: -

The United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917 ,during World War
1. The U.S. was an independent power and did not officially join the Allies. The
U.S. made its major contributions in terms of supplies, raw material and money.
Starting in 1917, American soldiers under General John Pershing,
Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Force, arrived in large
numbers on the Western Front in the summer of 1918. Before entering the war,
the U.S. had remained neutral, though it had been an important supplier to
Great Britain and the other Allied powers. During the war, the U.S. mobilized
over 4 million military personnel and suffered 110,000 deaths.

Nearly 400,000 sons of Montana served, the highest percentage by population
of all the states. Montana's mines and farms produced vast amounts of
materials, food and supplies for the Nation. Our Native-American Montanans
also fought to be allowed to serve in the ranks despite not being considered
citizens at the time. 1,950 Montanans iost their lives in WWI.

‘Over There’ by George M. Cohen, famed American performer and
song-writer, 1917 :

Verse 1

Johnny, get your gun, get your gun, get your gun.
Take it on the run, on the run, on the run.

Hear them calling you and me,

Every Son of Liberty.

Hurry right away, no delay, go today.

Make your Daddy glad to have had such a lad.
Tell your sweetheart not to pine,

To be proud her boy's in line.

Verse 2

Johnny, get your gun, get your gun, get your gun.
Johnny, show the Hun you're a son-of-a-gun.

Hoist the flag and let her fly

Yankee Doodle do or die.

Pack your little kit, show your grit, do your bit.
Yankees to the ranks from the towns and the tanks,
Make your Mother proud of you

And the old Red-White-and-Blue.

Chorus

Over there, over there,

Send the word, send the word over there

That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming
The drums rum-tumming everywhere.

So prepare, say a prayer,

Send the word, send the word to beware —

We'll be over, we're coming over,

And we won't come back till it's over, over therel
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Mike Cooney became Montana's 32nd Lieutenant Governor
in January 2016 when -appointed by Governor Steve Bullock.
Mike is a long time public servant and elected official, having
served in both houses of the Montana legislative branch and
three terms as Secretary of State prior to being selected as
Lieutenant Governor. He graduated from Butte High School
and earned a pachelor’s degree in 1979 from the University of
Montana. Mike and his wife DeeAnn have three grown children
Ryan, Colinand Adan.
Mike was first elected in 1976 to the Montana House of
Representatives and served through 1980. He then served
three terms as Secretary of State, from 1989 through 2000.
Mike was a state Senator from 2003-2010, and was elected as
Senate President in 2007. From 2001 to 2006, Mike served as

Director of Montana Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies. Prior to .

his appointment to the Office of Lieutenant Governor, he
served as Deputy Commissioner for the Montana Department
of Labor and Industry.

MONTANA CONGESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS

John MclLennon, Musician, US Army, 9 August 1877, Big Hole
Battlefield, Montana A

Caornelius C. Smith, Corporal, US Army, 1 January 1891, Montana,
South Dakota Campaign

John E. Moran, Captain, US Army, 17 September 1900, Philippine
Insurrection _ _

<<==m3<<<.:.m nm_n.Gomﬁcsocmvnumuﬁm_:.Cm>==<_wm,_sm<‘_mi_
. WWH, ltaly ) .

Laverne Parrish, (posthumous) Tech. 4, US Army, 18 January
1945, WWII, _u_.._.m_muvm:.mm

Leo J. Powers, Private First Class, US Army, 3 February 1944,
WWII, Italy

Donald Jack Ruhl, Private First Class, USMC, 19 February 1945,
WWI, lwo Jima

Henry Schauer, Private First Class, US Army, 27 October 1944,
WWII, ltaly

Travis W. Atkins, (posthumous) Staff wmao_ma. US Army, 1 June
2007, Iraq

(please visit the Congressional Medal of Honor Society, www.cmohs.org)

Memorial Day- 27 May 2019
2 PM, Montana Veterans Memorial, Great Falls, MT

WelComMe.........coveeeeiee e e aeea Dwayne Nelson, Chairman,
Montana Veterans Memorial Assoc. (MVMA)
Master of Ceremonies...................... Richard Liebert, Lt. Col (Ret.), USAR
Presentation ofthe Colors......................... Malimstrom AFB Honor Guard,
Veterans Groups
Invoeation.................... Chaplain Daniel J. Thompson, Colonel, MT Army
National Guard
National Anthem................. Sound of the Falls Women's Harmony Chorus
Pledge of Allegiance....................co.ceinncninn. Boy Scouts of America
Guest vam_.m_. ..................... Lt. Governor Mike Cooney, State of Montana
SSG Travis W. Atkins Medal of Honor Citation...Col Daniel J. Thompson,
. MTARNG
‘Honor’ Theme..............from soundtrack of HBO WWIi series, ‘The Pacific’
Historical Narrative of Montana’s MOH heroes.............. Ken Robison,
Captain, Retired, USN

‘Patirotic Medley'............. Sound of the Falls Women’s Harmony Chorus
Remarks.......... Congressional delegation; Life Scout, Joshua Ritchie, BSA

Fallen Montana Veterans of Irag

& AfghanistanSalute.......................ce.... GF American Legion Posts
.,mnuu_um Salute’.........cccooviveerricennnns Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band Pipers

Benediction........... Chaplain Paul Castillo. Lt. Col. US Air Force, MaimstromAFB
L= 1+ T SRR Marine Corps League, Det. 688

MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
The association established and maintains this memorial to honor and
recognize all veterans of all branches of military service to the United States of
Amierica, in peace and in war. A Veteran.s defined as any-man or woman of any
age who has served in any branch of the military of the United States of America
in any capacity, and to honor men and women living and deceased equally.
Memorial tiles are available for $225. Contact the MVMA with your request at:

Montana Veterans Memorial Association « PO Box 3524 » Great Falls, MT 59403-3524
Phone (406) 454-9070 » www.montanaveteransmemorial.org
Non-Profit Tax ID #0530543



S

Travis W. Atkins was bomn on Dec. 9, 1975, in Great Falls, Montana. He
moved with his parents, Jack and Elaine, to Bozeman, Montana, in 1981.
Growing up, Atkins was an avid outdoorsman. He loved to hunt, fish,
snowmobile and camp. , .

Prior to enlisting, Atkins worked for concrete and painting contractors, and
as a small-engine mechanic, but his athletic nature and desire to serve
ultimately led himtothe U.S. Army.

Atkins enlisted on Nov. 9, 2000, and attended basic infantry training at Fort
Benning, Georgia. He was assigned to Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 327th
Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) at Fort .
Campbell, Kentucky, and deployed with the 101st fo Kuwait in early March
2003. Atkins participated in the invasion of Iraq later that month as an
infantry fire team leader. Atkins was honorably discharged from the Army in
December2003.

Back home, Atkins attended the University of Montana in Missoula and
worked as a painting and concrete contractor. Two years later, Atkins once
again answered the call to serve. He reenlisted in the U.S. Army in
December 2005 and was reassigned to Delta Company in the same
battalion and deployed to Iraq again in August 2006.-He was killed in action
onJune 1,2007. On 27 March 2019, President Donaid J. Trump awarded
the Congressional Medal of Honor to SSG Atkin's son Trevor Oliver
and family atthe White House.

Atkins’ Army awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service
Cross, the Bronze Star Medal, the Purple Heart, the Army Achievement
Medal, the Army Good Conduct Medal, the National Defense Service
Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medat with four Bronze Service Stars, the Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, the -Noncommissioned Officer
Professional Development Ribbon, the Army Service Ribbon, the Overseas
Service Ribbon, the Valorous Unit Award with one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster,
the Meritorious Unit Commendation, the Combat Infantryman Badge and
the Air Assault Badge.




The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of
Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of Congress the
Medal of Honor to

STAFF SERGEANT TRAVIS W. ATKINS, UNITED STATES ARMY

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above
and beyond the call of duty:

Staff Sergeant Atkins distinguished himself by by acts of gallantry
and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty on 1 June, 2007,
while serving in the position of Squad Leader with Deita Company,
2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
10th Mountain Division, in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.
While manning a static observation post in the town of Abu Samak,
Iraq, Staff Sergeant Atkins was notified that four suspicious
individuals, walking in two pairs, were crossing an intersection not far

- from his position. Staff Sergeant Atkins immediately moved his squad-
- to interdict the individuals. One of the individuals began behaving

erratically, prompting Staff Sergeant Atkins to disembark from his
patrol vehicle and approach to conduct a search. Both individuals
responded belligerently toward Staff Sergeant Atkins, who then
engaged the individual he had intended to search in hand-to-hand
combat. Staff Sergeant Atkins tried to wrestle the insurgent's arms
behind his back. When he noticed the insurgent was reaching for
something under his clothes, Staff Sergeant Atkins immediately
wrapped him in a bear hug and threw him to the ground, away from
his fellow soldiers. Staff Sergeant Atkins maintained his hold on the
insurgent, placing his body on top of him, further sheltering his patrol.
With Staff Sergeant Atkins on top of him, the insurgent detonated a
bomb strapped to his body, kiling Staff Sergeant Atkins. Staff
Sergeant Atkins acted with complete disregard for his own safety. In
this critical and selfless act of valor, Staff Sergeant Atkins saved the
lives of the three soldiers who were with him and gallantly gave his life
for his country. Staff Sergeant Atkins's undaunted courage, warrior
spirit, and steadfast devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest
traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the
2nd Brigade Combat Team, and the' United States Army. .
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The nation which
forgets its defenders
will itself
be forgotten.”
-Calvin Coolidoc

0 B L AR

“Webelieve ftistime forecognizeall
the menandwomenwhohiave given
to ourcounty.” - Michaeci Winters

MONTANA VETERANS’ MEMORIAL

By: Michael Winters

255 Michas] \Winters of Greaf Falls, Montana, an US Air
~d Marine Corp Reserve Veteran, formed a com- §

1§ velzrans to build a Veterans Miemorial to honor all §
n3. Trzteam embraced the challenge building the §
%7 '

v

5. Through legislative Acton the Montana §

tzrans’ Memsnal has been designated and recognized

femorial. Through our accomplish- §

. we have been the catalyst for other
d and honor veterans.
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DAVID A. DRIVER - National Executive Committeeman of the American
Legion - was born in Omabha, Nebraska and raised in the Air Force. He has
lived in Naples, italy, Scott AFB, IL, Biloxi, MS, Tacoma, WA, Omaha, NE,
Albuguerque, NM, Goose Bay Labrador, Canada, Clovis, NM and St.
Petersburg, FL. David enlisted in the Air Force in August 1964 and after
basic training and Air Police Tech School at Lackland AFB, TX, he was
assigned to Elilsworth AFB, SD. After a winter guarding B-52s and KC-135s
David cross-trained into the Administrative field and went to work in the nice
and warm 821st Combat Defense Squadron Orderly Room, After a year's
tour with the 95th Strat-Wg, Goose Bay Labrador, Canada. David was
discharged in May 1968 and married Shirley Nordstrom in June 1968.
David was out of the service for 3 years, working for the FBI in Washington
DC, the Alexandria Police Dept., Alexandria, VA and avyear of college back
in his hometown of Omaha where he enlisted in the Air Force again’in May
1971. His Air Force career had sent David and Shirley to EntAFB, Colorado
Springs, CO, Wheeler AFB, HI, Minot AFB, ND, where their daughter

" Shirley Marie was born and then to Malmstrom AFB, MT. After 3 years, it -
was off to Andersen AFB, Guam and in August 1985, it was back to.

Malmstrom AFB. David has had a career of 21 years in the Air Force retiring
as a Legal Services Superintendent in Great Falls in 1988. After the Air
Force, David worked four years for Jardine, Stephenson, Blewett and
Weaver law firm as a paralegal/investigator. He then started his volunteer
work, working for the American Red Cross and then at the Lewis and-Clark
National Historic Trail Interpretive Center. David is a third generation
Legionnaire following in the footsteps of his grandfather and father. David's
30 year career in The American Legion includes positions as Post Adjutant
and Post. Commander of Loy J. Molumby Post 3 in Great Falls. He has
served as District 8 Adjutant and Commander, Department North Central
Zone Commander, Commander of the Department of Montana, Alternate
National Executive Committeeman and National Executive
Committeeman, He has had appointments at National level on the National
Foreign Relations Council, National Americanism Commission, and
currently on the National Security Commission. David is a member of the
Sons of The American Legion, Squadron 3, in GreafFalls, and has served
as Squadron Commander, Squadron Adjutant and two years as the
Detachment Commander for Montana. David is also a Life Member of the
DAV, a member of The Royal Canadian Legion and a life member of the Air
Force Sergeants Association. -

- MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL
Veterans Day Ceremony
11:00 a.m. - Sunday - November 11, 2019 -
Great Falls, Montana

Welcome............................. AN N o 8, S Dwayne Nelson, Chair,
Montana Veterans Memorial )mmoommmo:

Master of Ceremonies................... Richard Liebert, Lt. Col (Ret. Army),
Montana Veterans Memoerial Association

PresentationoftheColors ................. . Malmstrom AFB-Honor Guard,
Veterans Groups

Invocation.................cccueuun.... Chaplain Heather Bodwell, Lt. Col. USAF
. . Malmstrom Air Force Base

NationalAnthem ................uu oo Great Falls Symphonic Choir

Pledge of Allegiance .. Junior ROTC Cadets, USAF, Great Falls High
Civil Air Patrol Cadets

Guest Speakers.........c...iccccommerneeciinnmecsnessrssresenseseenans David A.. Driver,
National Executive Committeeman, American Legion

Military Music............. Jesse Callender, Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band

Remarks.................. Representatives, U. S. Senate and Congress;
N American Legion Posts 3, 341

“Americathe Beautifur' ........................... Great Falls Symphonic Choir

Benediction...Rev. Marcia Lauzon, Episcopal Church of the Incarnation

B £ R Marine Corps League, Det 688

MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION established
and maintains this memorial to honor and recognize all veterans. A
Veteran is defined as any man or woman of any age who has
served in any branch of the military of the United States of America
in any capacity, and to honor men and women living and deceased
equally. Memorial tiles are available at $225. Contact the MVMA
with your request at:
Montana Veterans Memorial Committee, Inc., PO Box 3524,
Great Falls, Montana 59403-3524 - (406) 454-9070,
www.montanaveteransmemorial.org - Non-Profit Tax ID #0530543



14TH ANNUAL VETERANS DAY
CEREMONY |

MONTANA VETERANS MEMOF )
11AM, MONDAY, 11 NOV 2019

25t St. and River Drive North, Great Falls |
(overlooking Black Eagle Dam) a\

This ceremony is dedicated to honor all our Veterans and especnally t
100 anniversary of THE AMERICAN LEGION (legion.org) an r
outstanding service to our Veterans, our military, our youth and patrig

values. The Legion was founded in March 1919 following the end
World War | on Armistice Day 11 Nov 1918 and formed to advocate\f
the needs of the thousands of veterans — the wounded, the families, W
Fallen and more benefits for those who sacrificed for our Nation. 1‘

This special ceremony will include guest speakers, USAF Honor @uand, &
the cadets of USAF JROTC and Civil Air Patrol, the Great Faﬁ
Symphonic Choir, Great Falls Pipe Band, Marine Corps Leagut
American Legion Posts 3 and 341 . [f inclement weather. ceremog

_ will be at the Centene Stadium lobby.:

'MONTANA VETERANS PO BOX 3524
 MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION  Great Falls, MT 59405 406-454-9070

 (MVMA) www. montanaveteransmemorial.org

(for further information contact the MVMA number or Lt. Col
(Ret, USA) Rich Liebert, 406-736-5791



Veterans Day Ceremony, 11 November 2019
11AM, Montana Veterans Memorial, Great Falls, MT, Monday

“100" Anniversary of the American Legion, 1919-2019 Legion.org

Welcome............. PR T .Dwayne Nelson, Chair, MT Veterans Memorial Association
Master of Ce'remonies’..; .................. ...Richard D. Liebert, Li. Col. (Ret, Army), MVMA

Presentation of the Colors.................. Maimstrom AFB Honor Guard, Veterans Groups
Invocation...............ccccereeereeenneennnne.Chaplain Heather Bodwell , Lt. Col, USAF, MAFB
National Anthem........... ................ ererenas _— R Great Falls Symphonic Choir

Pledge of Allegiance...JROTC Cadets, USAF, Great Falls High; Civil Air Patrol Cadets

Military Music........ . 5. - i R P Jesse Callender, Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band

Remarks.....representatives, U.S. Senate and Congress; American Legion Posts 3, 341

‘America the Béautiful’..............;.-....................................Great Falls Symphonic Choir
Benediction ......................... Rev. Marcia Lauzon, Episcopal Church-of the Incarnation
B - o =TSR Marine Corps League, Det. 688

The Montana Veterans Memorial Association established and maintains this
memorial to honor and recognize all veterans. A Veteran is defined as any man or
woman of any age who has served in any branch of the military of the United States of
America in any capacity, and to honor men and women living and deceased equally.
Memorial tiles are available for $225 and contact the MVMA with your requiest at:

Montana Veterans Memorial Association, PO Box 3524, Great Falls, M_onténa 59403-
3524 (406)454-9070, www.montanaveteransmemorial.org, Non-Profit Tax ID #0530543

u The American Legion was founded in March 1919 in Paris, France, by U.S. World War | military
personnel stationed there who were dedicated to four pillars of service and advocacy: veterans, military
personnel, youth and patriotic values and Legion membership open to veterans who have served at
least one day of active military duty since December 7, 1941 and were honorably discharged or

-stili serving honorably.



ry of the American Legioh

‘Great Falls celebrates a centu
' ° 1

o
Y g
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The 14th annual Veterans Day ceremony [V
&t the Montana Veterans Memorial was held 3
indoors at the neighboring Centene Stadium
lobby due to eold temperafures. '

Despite the change of venueand weather,
dozens of community members attended
the event to show support and remember
those who have courageously served the
United States of America. |

“We had great attendance despite the v 4
weather” said Richard Liebert with the ‘B bid
Montana Veterans Memorial Association, Bt ki
who served in the U.8. Atmy. “People braved F ..
the.we_o.then‘ndh:mgoutandalot' of great 4 !
mdp&ﬁm‘ - v H M ' ¥ A , | 7

Attendees of all ages packed into the lob- J R ST L
beverages and snacks from Starbucks be- mnwc.remonyattmdmmnmhwoﬂhevm of ways the organizatic
' supports veterans since its inception a century ago.

fembers of Malmstrom Al Force Base
mewﬁdﬁmm— Leglpnhusemdve@mn:gmceiwmeep- veterans.
extion before the Great Falls Symphonic tion a uty ago. He spoke passionately
"~ Members of the Junior ROTC Cadets and  done to provide support and be an sdvocate
lead the Pledge of Allegianc disorder following their service.
s o Tot to lok forward {6, I'm fust The s ekt e

and what it means to remember those wh













" InFebruary, 1865, he join the army of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, with which he took part in the battles of
§ Columbia, S. C, and Bentonville, N. C, and was present at its surrender to Gen. Sherman, in Apnl 1865. After

§ the énd of the war he returned to Sélma, where he resumed the practice of medicine and engaged in cotton -
raising. In September, 1871, Dr. Monroe determined to seek a new home in the far west and, as a reinforcément
-Fto his medical knowledge, he attended a special course of lecturés at Bellevue Hospital, NY, Medical College.

Selectmg Montana as his new home, he arrived at Helena June 13, 1872, and two months later was in
practlce m Bozeman Hls extensxve knowledge worth and attainments were soon recogmzed He was made

clected mayor of Bozeman and in 1886 was appointed by President Cleveland register of the United States land §. }

office in that city. In 1890 he moved to Butte, and was almost sunultaneously appointed assistant on the B
_Jmedical staff of St. James Hospital, where he rendered valuable service until he retired in 1896. In 1893 he was | |
county physician of Silver Bow county. He was the first vice-president and second president of the State
-§Medical Association. Dr. Monroe was united in marriage May 25, 1876, to Miss Carrie Evans, of Helena, a
native of Tennessee. .

MW Brother Monroe was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in Alabama. On arriving in
Bozeman, in 1872 Brother Monroe helped organize and became a Charter Member of Bozeman Lodge No. 18, |
serving as Worshipful Master in 1875, 1878, 1886, 1888 and 1889. He Served as Secretary of .Bozeman No. 18
in 1876 and 1877 and Treasurer in 1872 and in1885. He affiliated with Mount Moriah Lodge No. 24 and Butte.
Brother Monroe was elected Grand Master in 1880. Most Worshipful Brother Monroe died on Decétibér 22
1912 at the age of 75.
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Montana's Fallen Veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan
Army PFC Kristofer Stonesifer, Missoula
Army Reserve 1st L t. Edward Saltz, Big Fork
Army PFC Owen D. Witt, Sand Springs
Marine Cpl. Dean Pratt, Stevensville
Marine Lance Cpl. Kane Funke, Kaligpell
Army Staff Sgt. Aaron Holle man, Glasgow
Marine Ow__. m_cmw—_n. m:.:«.. Troy :
* Mt. Army NG Sgt. 1st Class Robbie z_nzmmr Lewistown
Marine Lance Corporal Nicholas Bloem, Belgrade
Army 1stLt. Josh Hyland, Missoula
Army Sgt. Travis Amdt, GreatFalls
Marine PFC Andrew Bedard, Missoula
Army Cpt. Michael MacKinnon, Helena
Marine Cpl. Phillip Baucus, Wolf Creek
Marine Lance Cpl. Jeremy Sandvick Monroe, Chinook
Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Charles Komppa, Absarokee
Army PFC Shawn Murphy, Butte
Marine Lance Cpl. Nicklas Palmer, Great Falis
Army Spc. Scott Dykman, Harrison
Army Spc. James Riekena, Missoula
Army PFC Matthew Zeimer, Glendive
Army Staff Sgt. Shane Becker, Helena
Army PFC :«_a Bohrnsen, Phillipsburg
Army Spc. Michael Frank, Great Falls
Army SSG Travis Atkins, Bozeman
Army Spc. Donald Young, Helena
Army Staff Sgt. Yance Gray, Ismay
Army Cpt. Andrew Pearson, Billings
Army wm. James A. McHale, Fairfield
Marine Sgt. Trevor Johnson, Forsyth
ArmyLt. Col. Garnet R. Derby, Missoula
Army StaffSgt. Terry Lynch, hepherd
Marine Cpl. Nicholas Uzenski, Bozeman
Army Sgt. Jeremiah Whittman, Darby
Army PFC, Nicholas S. Cook, Hungry Horse
Army Spc. JonathanA. Pilgeram, Eden
Army PFC, Michael A. Rogers, White Sulphur Springs
Marine Cpl, Stewart S. Trejo, Whitefish
Armmy PFC DarenA. Smith, Helena
Army PVT Timothy J. Hutton, Dillon
Ammy Spc. Antonio Bunside (Many Hides), Browning
Navy Tech Airman Andrew Secott Charpentier, Great Falls
Army Staff Sgt Thaddeus S. Montgomery, West Yellowstone
Army PFC Michael A. Rogers, White Sulphur Springs
Marine Cpl. Stewart S. Trejo, Whitefish

Montana Ties:
Marine Lance Cpl. Nathan Wood
Army SSG Patrick L. r«cm_._"
Armiy Sgt. Lucas T. White
Army Sgt. Michael Sturdivant
Army Sgt. John K. Daggett
Army Staff Sgt. Shane Barnard
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Due to public health dlrectlves (Dept ,
Defense, Montana COVID 19 Task Force ah'
local protocols) the ceremony will be conducted
WITHOUT THE TRADITIONAL AUDIENCE {0
protect public health at the Montana Veteran s
Memorial.

The ceremony will Honor our Fallen warriors and expected to be about 30 _.
min. The full ceremony program with all participants can be found an d W

downloaded at www.montanaveteransmemorial.org. The website also has i :
the ‘Tile Search’ feature to help locate the existing and new tiles installed. 4

The memorial is open to the public 24/7 and the public is asked to [

practice social distancing. A
25th St. and River Drive North, Great
(overlooking Black Eagle Dam)

1 PO BOX 3524
. Montana veterans Great Falls, MT 59405 406-454-
L memorial assoctation 9070
(MVMA) www.montanaveteransmemorial.org

(for further information contact the MVMA number or Lt. Col
(Ret, USA) Rich Liebert, 406-736-5791
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Brigadier Genieral (Retired) Rex W. Tanberg Jr. rose to be the
Assistant Adjutant General for Air, Joint Force Headquarters in 2005
and retired in 2006. His began his career upon enlistment into the
Montana Air National Guard (MANG) in 1966 and became an F-102
Avionics Crew Chief. In 1970 he was commissioned and graduated
from Undergraduate Pilot Training-and in 1972 became a combat-ready
fighter pilot in the 186" Fighter Squadron, and flew F-102 and F-106
jets through to 1986, attaining the rank of Lt. Colonel and served in

. numerous squadron staff assignments.

MANG converted to the F-16 aircraft in 1986 and then Lt. Colonel
Tanberg served as Deputy Commander for Operations and in 1994
became the 120" Fighter Wing's Vice Commander. in 1995 he served
on a 90-day tour at the National Guard Bureau and became the 120"
Fighter Wing Commander on 1 July 1998. After command, Colonel
Tanberg served as the MANG's Chief of Staff in October 2001 and was
promoted to Brigadier General 1 July 2002.

General Tanberg has flown over 5,000 hours in the F-102, C-131, F-106
and F-16. He is a graduate the Air War College in 1992 In-Residence
and the Air Command and Staff College in 1981. Some of his major
awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal with one
oak leaf cluster and Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with four oak leaf
clusters. The general is also a member of the Order of Daedalians,
99" Flight of Great Falls and is a fraternal and professional order of
American military pilots.

The WWII ‘Maid in the Shade’ B25J Mitchell bomber is owned by the
Arizona Base of the Commemorative Air Force (azcaf.org). Almost
10,000 Mitchelis were built, and this one rolled out of Kansas City, KS
on 8 June 1944, and flown by the 4" Ferry Group to Georgia for
overseas duty, It flew 15 combat missions over ltaly and Yugoslavia to
destroy railroad bridges. After the war, this veteran was one of only a
few hundred left in service to the US Air Force doing support and liaison
missions. She almost went to a Phoenix scrapyard in 1960 but was
saved to be a crop-duster in Alabama.

In 1975, This B25J was bought by WWII buffs and went to Minnesota
and later had a harrowing journey in 1981 to Mesa, Arizona when
donated to the CAF. It spent 27 years being restored to flight status.
The ‘Mitchell' (named after General Billy Mitchell, a famed Army Air
Corps aviatiori pioneer) first flew in 1940. It proved to be one of the
. most versatile aircraft of WWII, particularly only a few months after
Pearl Harbor. On18 April 1942, 16 ‘Mitchells’ flew .off the deck of the
USS Hornet carrier in the bold Doolittle Raid which revived US morale
and decisively disrupted Japan's war plans. 732 B25s went through

Great Falls to Russia under the WWII Lend Lease.

WWII B25J Bomber ‘Maid in the Shade’ Flyover and Welcome
Ceremony
11:00AM, 3 Aug 2020, Holman Aviation
Great Falls International Airport
Arizona Base Commemorative Air Force (CAF)

‘Maid in the Shade’ B25J Flyover, Landing and taxi to ceremony position
with patriotic music support

Welcome......... Richard Liebert, MT Veterans Memorial Assoc., Lt. Col (Ret.),

US Army -
Presentation of the Colors.......................... Malmstrom AFB Honor Guard
National Anthem...........................,.. vecerenennene ... Melissa Dascoulias
Invocation...............ooiiiiiii Chaplain Bill Mesaeh, Capt., USAF
Pledge of Allegiance.....................c.cccecee e v e Civil Aiir Patrol Cadets,
, Malmstrom Composite Squadron
Keynote Speaker.......... ....Rex W. Tanberg (Ret.) Brigadier General, MANG
‘Maid in the Shade’ B25J History...................Geéne Adkins, AZ Base CAF
wgm&n:o:::::...:....................:.:..o=mv_m5 Bill Mesaeh, Capt., USAF

The Montana Veterans Memorial Association established and
maintains this memorial to honor and recognize all veterans in this
-unigue Place of Honor.

Montana Veterans Memorial Association
PO Box 3524, Great Falls, Montana 59403-3524

(406)454-9070
pnaveteransmemori

Non-Profit Tax ID #0530543

Ny . . ’ -

The MVMA honors all our veterans, especially those of WWII, who brought victory
and the men and women of the Nation that made the Arsenal of Democracy
possible. The MVMA also thanks our local service teams: VFW Posts 1087 and
4669; American Legion Posts 3. and 341; the DAV; Marine Corps League Det. 688
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:"> US. Department
¢ of Veterans Affairs

Assistant Secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Affairs
Washington DC 20420

0CT. - 6 2020

Mr. Richard D. Liebert
Montana Veterans Memorial Association

P.O. Box 3524
Great Falls, MT 59403

Dear Mr. Liebertf

On behalf of the Veterans Day National Committee, | am pleased to announce
that Montana Veterans Memorial has been selected as a Regional ‘Site for the 2020

Veterans Day Commemoration.

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert L. Wilkie will notify your governor of this
selection and encourage support for your Veterans Day activities.- We will also ask the
Department of Defense to provide military liaison officers, where available, to help

support your event.

The 2020 Veterans Day Poster has been finalized and we will send your supply
-as soon as they are available.

Please contact Melissa Heintz at 202-461-7772 or by email at Vetsday@va.gov if
you have any further questions.

Congratulations again on your selection and best wishes for a successful event.

James E. Hutton

Assistant Secretary
‘Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs

Sincerely,

Enclosure
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wing's 4,000 service members to defend the USA with combat-ready
warriors and ::o_mm_, forces. Her responsibilities inciude base support,
maintenance, security and the operation of the Minuteman Il ICBM's, 15
missile alert posts and 150 launch sites throughout central Montana, She
was commissioned through the Air Force ROTC in 1994 at Indiana
University earing a Bachelor of Science degree in political science. She
then went on to operations with the Minuteman Il ICBM, Space and
Satellite Systems, missile combat crew assignments, including command,
operations, training and instruction and from 2016 to 2018 she was in the
341st Operations Group at Malmstrom.

Before returning to Malmstrom, Col. Feugate Opperman served as the
director in the Office of Security Cooperation at the U.S. Embassy in
Baghdad, Iraq. She held numerous joint and senior staff assignments at
United State Air Force Space Command and at the Pentagon involving
Strategic Deterrence, Congressional Relations and United States Air Force
Force Development. Cal. Fuegate Opperman eamed a Master's degree in
management science in 1998 from Lesley College, Mass, In 2006, she
graduated from the Air Command and Staff College and in 2014 from the Air
War College at Maxwell AFB, Ala. Her many awards and decorations
include the Legion of Merit, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, and the
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters.

JOE PARSETICH joined the Air Force in 1968 and served in combat at Tan
Son NhutAir Force Base, Vietnam with the 377th Security Police Squadron
from 1968-69. He was honorably discharged in 1972. Parsetich was
elected National 2nd Junior Vice Commander of more than 1 million
members of the DAV (Disabled American Veterans). He is very active
locally as a mentor coordinator and mentor for the Veterans Treatment
Court, he hosts the “On Point - Veterans Talk Radio” show on local KGPR
public radio 89.9 FM, and serves on boards fo help End Veteran
Homelessness in Great Falls. He also serves as a member of the Cascade
County Suicide Prevention Team and the Veterans Advisory Council for the
Great Falls Vet Center. Parsetich was also appointed by the Secretary of
~ Veterans Affairs to serve on the Veterans Rural Health Advisory Commiitiee.

Parsetich has received many local honors from service groups including
the Daughters of the American Revolution in 2017 and was the first ‘non-
Marine’ to earn the “Distinguished Citizens Award” from the Marine Corps
League in 2018. He has served as a DAV volunteer van driver and on the
Military Funeral Honor Guard. Parsetich and his wife, Meg live in Great
. ‘Falls and have seven children, three foster children, 32 grand-children and

six great-grand children.

MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL
Veterans Day Ceremony
11:00 a.m. - Wednesday - Nov. 11, 2020
Great Falls, Montana

As per public heath.quidance, the ceremony is limited to participants only and will be
broadcast iive to a ‘virtual audience’ thru Facebook Live and will be posted on the
Memorial’s website. (The media is welcome to cover the event. )

Welcome.......... President, Montana Veterans Memorial Assoc. (MVMA)

Master of Ceremonies......................... . Retired Army Command
Sgt. Maj. Starnell Darko

Presentation oftheColors .................. Malmstrom AFB Honor Guard

Invocation........................ Air Force Chaplain (Lt. Col.)Heather Bodwell

National Anthem.......... Retired Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Dana Darko

Pledge of Allegiance............................. Air Force Junior ROTC Cadets,
- Great Falls High School

Keynote Speaker............ 9855 ni e 02 T B 341st Missile Wing Comander
Col. Anita A. Feugate Opperman

‘Bagpipe Salute............ -Jesse Callender, Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band
100th Anniversary of DAV Recognition..................... seo ... . DAV
2nd Vice Commander Joe Parsetich

Benediction...................... Air Force Chaplain (Lt. Col.)Heather Bodwell
Taps.....o e Marine Corps League Detachment 688

MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION established
and maintains this memorial to honor and recognize all veterans. A
Veteran is defined as any man or woman of any age who has
served in any branch of the military of the United States of America
in any capacity, and to honor men and women living and deceased
equally. Memorial tiles are available at $250. Contact the MVMA
with your request at: .
Montana Veterans Memorial Committee, Inc., PO Box 3524,

Great Falls, Montana 59403-3524 - {(406) 454-9070,
www.montanaveteransmemorial.org - Non-Profit Tax ID #0530543
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MAJOR GENERAL JOHN P. HRONEK Il is the Adjutant General for the
State of Montana; serving as Commander of the Montana National
Guard and the Director of the Department of Military Affairs. He is
responsible to the Governor of Montana to provide Army and Air
National Guard military forces that are ready to deploy worldwide and
accomplish military missions in support of national %_“_._mm. homeland
security, natural disasters, domestic emergencies, and military support
to state and local governments. As the Adjutant General Maj. %m:.
Hronek serves on the Governor's cabinet as the principal military
advisor and is responsible to the Governor for State Disaster and
Emergency Pianagement, Homeland Security, Veteran Affairs,
Counter-Drug Support to Civilian Law Enforcement, the Montana
National Guard Youth Challenge Program and the STARBASE
Program. Prior to his appointment as the Adjutant General he served as
the Air National Guard Assistant to the Commander, Air Education and
Training Command. In this position he assisted with formulating,
developing, and coordinating policies and programs impacting more
.than 107,700 Air National Guard members.

The general is a command pilot with over 4,100 hours in the F-106, F-
16, F-15C, and C-130H. He served as the NGB Director of A5/8/9 Plans,
* Programs and Requirements, Air National Guard Readiness Center,

Joint Base Andrews, Md., Assistant Adjutant General, Montana Air
National Guard, Chief of Staff, Montana Air National Guard and
Commander of the 120th Airlift Wing in Great Falls, Mont., where he led
the Wing in two major aircraft conversions from the F-16C to the F-15C
and the F-15C to the C-130H. He has served three combat tours in

Prince Sultan Air Base, SaudiArabia, Kirkuk Air Base, iraq and Balad Air
Base, Iraq.

CHIEF EARL OLD PERSON became a member of the Blackfeet Tribal
Business Council in 1954 and served as tribal chairman from. 1964 to
2008. In July 1978, Old Person was appointed Honorary Lifetime Chief
of the Blackfeet Nation. Old Person holds an honorary doctorate from
the University of Montana. In 1998, he was awarded the Jeannette
Rankin Civil Liberties Award by the American Civil Liberties Union of
Montana. In 2007, he was inducted into the Montana Indian Hall of
Fame. Earl also played on the w_.oianm_._Wmmwmﬁm__ Team in 1963 and
competed for the State Championship Title in Great Falls, Mont. The
Chief has demonstrated his leadership in service on numerous national
and international organizations ranging from the USDA, Museum ofthe
Rockies, and the National Council of Indian opportunities to name a few.

PROFESSOR MARVIN WEATHERWAX Sr. teaches Blackfeet
language and culture studies at the Blackfeet Community College in
Browning, Mont. He is a U.S. Army Vietnam veteran and the
generations of the Weatherwax family have served the nation from

WWII, Korea, Vietnam and up through the present at home and
overseas.

TIMOTHY F. DAVIS is the Chairman of the Blackfeet Tribal Business
Council and has served on the council since 2016. He studied at MSUin

Bozeman, Mont. and has been Director of Indian Health Services in
Browning.

Memorial Day 31 May 2021

2 PM, Montana Veterans Memorial, Great Falls, MT
(The ceremony will be recorded to Facebook, website and KGPR local public radio)

Welcome.............coooooirme e, Michael Winters, President

Montana Veterans Memorial Assoc. (MVMA)
Master of Ceremonies............................ ................... Bill Bronson, MVMA
Presentation of the Colors....................... Malmstrom AFB Iozo__. Guard
Invocation...................Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Heather Bodwell, USAF, MAFB
National Anthem............................ Sound of the Falls Choral ¢ ilp
Pledge of Allegiance.........................Cuts Wood Academy, Jim McNeely
Keynote Speaker...............c..occceevvvrieiieeeee v Maj. Gen John P. Hronek,

Adjutant General, State of Montana
“Bagpipe Salute'............... ,_mmmerm__m:nmn Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band

Montana Veterans Memorial Blackfeet Tribal Blessing...Chief Earl Old
Person; Tim Davis; Maring Weatherwax, Blackfeet Veterans Honor Guard

‘God Bless America'................ccccoeunnn.n. Sound of the Falls Choral Group

Fallen Montana Veterans of iraq and Afghanistan Salute....U.S. Senate
. Reps; Lt. Col. Richard Liebert (Ret. USA) and Bell Detail

Benediction................cooocoeeioreeceeeeeeieeeeseerene Jim Porter, Chaplain, MVIMA
Taps............ Marine Corps League, Det. 688, Great Falls High School Band

The Montana Veterans Memorial Association established and maintains this
memorial to honor and recognize all veterans. A Veteran is defined as any man
or woman of any age who has served in any branch of the military of the United
States of America in any capacity, and to honor men and women living and
deceased equally. Memorial tiles are available for $250. Contactthe MVMA with
your request at:

Montana Veterans Memorial Association « PO Box 3524 « Great Falis, MT 53403-3524
Phone (406) 454-9070 ¢ www.montanaveteransmemorial.org
‘Non-Profit Tax ID #0530543
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The Story of the Montana Veterans Memorial ;
J

This memorial began in 1999 as a series of conversations with friends, associates and like-minded people.
As they talked, it became clear that Great Falls and its military community did not have a Veterans
memorial dedicated to those serving in the armed forces, past and present. The challenge was compelling.
A committee was formed and Michael J. Winters elected president. This memorial was his vision, albeit
Michael’s vision was not so grand a monument.

The committee met twice a month. Road trips around the state were made to garner ideas and there were
talks with city officials. As the weeks went by, Davidson & Kehr architects presented a rendering for the
beautiful monument you can experience now.

Months and more meetings brought an attorney and an accountant on board to help through the
paperwork maze. Contractors of all means and local businesses stepped forward to offer assistance. The
Montana Secretary of State recognized the group as a viable non-profit association. Officials from
- Malmstrom Air Force Base assisted with getting approval from the Pentagon and Secretary of the Air
Force which allowed the §19® Red Horse USAF and 219™ Red Horse squadrons to participate and join
with the 18® Mobile Bn of the US Navy Reserve Sea Bees of Helena. With the expertise and leadership
of Dwayne Nelson, Ron Meyers and a young captain named Peter Guibranson, the primary construction
was completed — two days before many of the men and women were deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Warrior Angel was placed atop the center pillar to watch over our new friends in active service and in
Guard and Reserve units.

The citizens of Montana came forward with labor, materials and enthusiasm and now thousands of
families of have donated tiles — and benches/trees - in the name of their beloved veterans. The
memorial’s volunteers have continued to improve and enhance the Place of Honor fof future generations.

Founding Members of the memorial: .

Michael J. Winters, Barbara Winters, Fran Keith, Harry Keith (RIP), Dolores and Robert Heinen
(RIP), Frank Tuss, David Bissonette (RIP)

Additional Members past and present who have made the Place of Honor possible:

Joe Fletcher, Sam Pappas (RIP), Rodger McConnell (RIP), Joe and Norma Olguin, Donna Burdette,
Dwayne Nelson, Ron Meyers, Larry Hannah, Marvin Brewster (RIP), Richard Liebert, Ted Lorenz
(RIP), Chris Christiaens, Ernie Matthews (RIP), Del Dieziger, Steve Hilton (RIP), J. Budd Hovey,
Robert Heinz, Alice Hendryz (RIP), Donna Halvorson (RIP), Jan Michaelson, Russ Jacques, Nicole
Gilcher, Gina Winters-McDermott, Bill Bronson, Star Darko, Eric Peterson, Rick English, Bill
Rodgers, Jim Porter, Herb Gilmore, Jim Benner, George Kynett, Terry Tobiness, Mike McCleary,
Janis McGregor, Duane Mechels, Larry Malby, Bill Rogers, Gene Davidson, Ed Olson, Bob Hames,
Wayne Kelly, Mark Reck, Roger Arntson



Ken Robison loves books, and he loves history and historic preservation. He is a
chronicler of neglected Western history and active in historical and preservation groups
in Fort Benton, Sun River and Great Falls. He was born and educated in Montana, and
after graduating from Great Falls High School and the University of Montana, Captain
Ken Robison served thirty years in Naval intelligence through many contingency
operations and the Vietnam War. Ken is author or co-author of twelve books including
Montanans in the Great War: Open Warfare Over There, the second and final of his
books on Montanans in World War l. His newest work is Cold War Montana which
highlights Montana'’s significant involvement in that struggle from the end of WW,
through the Korean and Vietnam Wars and ending with the collapse of the Soviet Union.

HN8-308

BELLS

OF PEACE

A WOI‘](] War R; mtmbranu_

Since the centennial of the WWI Amistice in 2018, Bells of Peace have been tolled
across the USA and Globe in remembrance of all those who served in WWI at 11am on
Veterans Day. Bells of Peace also commemorates the WWI Armistice of November 11,
1918, when the guns fell silent, and bells tolled on the Westem Front after four years of
brutal combat. The Bells are ‘tolled 21 times, and five seconds apart in honor of all who
have served and especially this year in honor of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
dedicated right after Worid War 1 on Armistice Day, 11 November 2021.

Veterans Day was fi ist established as Armmistice Day by President Woodrow Wilson in
1919. In 1938 Armmistice Day was enacted as an official American holiday. But
eventually after WWII, citizens felt that the veterans of all wars should be recognized,
not just those of WWI. In 1954, President Eisenhower and Congress changed the
name from Armistice Day to Veterans Day. In 1978 the observance of Veterans Day

" was returned to November 11t by popular sentiment and is why we honor it at the
11% hour, on the 11 day of the 11% month in remembrance of the original armistice day

Please visit to learn more about this haliowed place, the
history and how the U.S. Army’s Third infantry Regiment became Tomb Guardians.
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The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is Arlington National
Cemetery’s most iconic memorial.

The neoclassical, white
marble sarcophagus stands
atop a hill overlooking
Washington, D.C. Since
1921, it has provided a final
resting place for one of
America’s unidentified World
War | service members, and
i Unknowns from later wars
were added in 1958 and
1984. The Tomb has also

4 served as a place of

. mourning and a site for
reflection on military service.

World Wari and the Creation of the Tomb _

During World War |, U.S. service members received aluminum
identification discs, the precursors to “dog tags,” to aid the process of
identifying remains. The War Department created a new unit. in the
Quartermaster Corps, the Graves Registration Service, to oversee
burials. During and after World War 1, however, Americans debated
whether bpdies should be repatriated. With more than 100,000 U.S.
casualties (compared to fewer than 3,000 in the Spanish-American War),
repatriation was more challenging.

France and Great Britain, which suffered significantly higher casualties
and more unknown dead than did the United States, barred repatriation
of their citizens’ remains. To ease the grief of their citizens, France and
Great Britain each repatriated and buried one unknown soldier on
Armistice Day, November 11, 1920. Great Britain buried its Unknown
Warrior inside Westminster Abbey in London, and France buried its
Unknown Soldier at the base of the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. These
unknowns would stand in for other British and French service members
whose remains could not be identified.

The American policy, by contrast, gave options to families of the war
dead. If requested by the next of kin, the remains of service members
who died in Europe would be transported to anywhere in the United
States at no cost to the family. Or, families could choose to bury their
dead at permanent U.S. military cemeteries to be established in Europe.




In December 1920, New York Congressman and World War | veteran -
Hamilton Fish Jr. proposed legislation that provided for the interment of
one unknown American soldier at a special tomb to be built in. Arlington
National Cemetery. The purpose of the legislation was “to bring home
the body of an unknown American warrior who in himself represents

no section, creed, or race in the late war and who typifies, moreover,
the soul of America and the supreme sacrifice of her heroic dead.”

In October 1921, four bodies of unidentified U.S. military personnel were
exhumed from different American military cemeteries in France. On
October 23, 1921, the four caskets arrived at the city hall of Chéalons-sur-
Marne (now called Chéalons-en-Champagne), France. -

Town officials and members of the U.S.Army’s Quartermaster Corps had
prepared the city hall for the selection ceremony. Early on the morning of
October 24, 1921, Maj. Robert P. Harbold of the Quartermaster Corps,
aided by French and American soldiers, rearranged the caskets so that
each rested on a shipping case other than the one in which it had arrived.
Major Harbold then chose Sgt. Edward F. Younger of Headquarters
Company, 2nd Battalion, 50th Infantry, Amefican Forces in Germany, to
select the Unknown Soldier. Sgt. Younger selected the Unknown by
placing a spray of white roses on one of the caskets.

From Chélons-sur-Marne, the Unknown journeyed by caisson and rail to
the port town of Le Havre, France. From Le Havre, the USS Olympia
transported the Unknown Soldier's casket to Washington, D.C. The
Unknown atrived at the Washington Navy Yard on November 9, 1921.
After arriving in Washington, D.C. on November 9, 1921, the Unknown
lay in state in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda. About 90,000 visitors paid their
respects during the public visiting period on November 10, 1921.

On November 11, 1921, the Unknown was placed on a horse-drawn
caisson and carried in a procession through Washington, D.C. and
across the Potomac River. A state funeral ceremony was held atArlington
National Cemetery’s new Memorial Amphitheater, and the Unknown was
interred in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Nationwide, Americans
observed two minutes of silence at the beginning of the ceremony.
President Warren G. Harding officiated at the ceremony and placed the
Medai of Honor, the nation’s highest military decoration, on the casket.
Numerous foreign dignitaries presented their nations’ highest awards, as

well.

For the complete history of the Tomb, Arlington National Cemetery and the ‘Old
Guard’ Third Infantry Regiment, US Army, please visit

www.arlingtoncemetery.mil to learn about this hallowed place, its history, and
how the U.S. Army's Third Infantry Regiment became Tomb Guardians,
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Ken Robison loves books, history and historic preservation. He
is a chronicler of neglected Western history and active in
historical and preservation groups in Fort Benton, Sun River
and Great Falls. He was born and educated in Montana. After
graduating from Great Falls High School and the University of
Montana, Captain. Ken Robison served thirty years in Naval
Intelligence through many contingency operations and the
Vietnam ‘War. Ken is author or co-author of twelve books
including Montanans in the Great War: Open Warfare Over
There, the second and final of his books on Montanans in
World War I. His newest work is Cold War Montana which
highlights Montana’s significant involvement in that struggle
from the end of WWII, through the Korean and Vietnam Wars
and ending with the collapse of the Soviet Union.

A World War I Remembrance

Since the centennial of the WWI Armistice in 2018, Bells of
Peace have been tolled.at 11 a.m. on Veterans Day across the
USA in remembrance of all those who served in WW/1. Bells of
Peace also commemorates the WW1 Armistice of November
11, 1918 - when the guns fell silent and when belis tolled on the
Western Front after four years of brutal combat. They are tolled
21 times, five second apart in honor of all who have served.
Especially this year, it is in honor of the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, which was dedicated right after World War | on
Armistice Day, 11 November 1921.
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Please visit Atlin metery. to
leam more about this hallowed place, its
history, and how the U.S. Army’s third Infantry
Regiment became Tomb Guardians.

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
BELLS 11:00a.m. - November 11, 2021
OFPEACE  njontana Veterans Memorial

A World War [ Romembrance .
= Great Falls, Montana e
As per public health guidance, the ceremony is limitéd to participants only and will be [f «
broadcast live fo a ‘virtual audience’ thru Facebook Live and will be posted on the %
Memorial's website. (The mediia is weicome to cover the event.) —

Welcome..............ccooovirivmeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Star Darko, VicePresident,
Montana Veterans Memorial Assoc. (MVMA)

Bell of Peace Remembrance............. MVMA volunteers, JROTC Cadets
Master of Ceremonies...............cccccoecvmvveeecnnen Art Taft, Veteran, US Navy
Presentation of the Colors ................... Malmstrom AFB Honor O:m_.n
Invocation........................ Chaplain Sarah Bendele, Capt., USAF, MAFB
National Anthem............. Retired Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Dana Darko
Pledge of Allegiance............................... Air Force Junior ROTC Cadets,
Great Falls High School

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 100th Anniversary............ Ken Robison,
Captain (Ret) USN

‘Bagpipe Salute'............... Jesse Callender, Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band
Reflections of the Montana Veterans Memorial.......... e Bill Bronson,
MVMA Board Member

mou,m.mmmhim....nm..... ......... Members of the Great Falls Symphony Choir
Benediction............... Father Oliver Doyle, President, Univ. of Providence

.wmvm ................................................... Alex Smith, Great Falls High School
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MISSION, Kan. - Scheolboard candi-
.dates opposing mask mandatesandles-
sons about racism in U.$. history won in
red states and some politically divided
distriets but often eame up short in their
bids to shape poliey for scheol distriets. |

The mixed results cate the
picture for Remblfeans o are in- §
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BISHOP MARCUS L. COLLINS serves as the Senior Pastor at the
Alexander Temple Church of God in Christ in Great Falls, MT. He began
his ‘ministry in 2001 under the direction of Bishop Phillip H. Porter.
Bishop Designee Collins also served as Administrative Assistant for the
Montana Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Northern District since 2007. That
position enabled Bishop Collins to create innovative relationships with
the Blackfeet and Crow Tribes in regards to relationships with the
Church of God in Christ. He currently serves on the Great Falls
Chamber's Executive Board of Directors and also as a Use of Force
analyst for the Cascade County Sheriffs Department. Bishop Collins
has assisted Mayor Bob Kelly to create and moderate the Great Fails
Race Equity program which has become a mode! template for
improving race relations throughout Great Falls and its surrounding
areas.

Bishop Collins is a U.S. Air Force veteran and was stationed at
Malmstrom Air Force Base in 1992 after seiving in England for two
years. He is a graduate of Liberty University with an emphasis in
Religious Studies.  Marcus and his wife Antoinette have been married
30 years and have three wonderful children: Isaiah, Elijah, and Hannah.
In addition, they have two baby huskies Trinity and Quadro. Bishop
Collins truly loves the City of Great Falls and believes in his heart the
secrettotrue success is faith, family and ministry.

IN MEMORIAM CHIEF EARL OLD PERSON passed away on 13
October 2021 atthe age of 92. Hewasthe youngest ever elected to the
Blackfeet Tribal Business Council in 1954 and ten years later was
elected chairman for 16 terms until 2008, making him the longest
serving tribal leaderin U.S. history. In 1978 hewas appointed Honorary
Lifetime Chief of the Blackfeet Nation. Although the Chief was not a
veteran himself, his spiritual and moral leadership represented the
warrior values reflected with honor in the Blackfeet veterans and an
inspiration to all veterans in Indian Country who served.

His leadership was valued in numerous national and international

organizations from the USDA to the National Council of Indian’

‘opportunities. He received an honorary doctorate from the University of
Montana and he also played on the Browning Basketball Team in 1963
and competed for the state championship title. The Montana Veterans
Memorial was honored twice by Chief Old Person when he shared his

wisdom as a speaker at the Memorial Day ceremonies in 2015 and in
2021.

PROFESSOR MARVIN WEATHERWAX Sr. teaches Blackfeet

language and culture studies at the Blackfest Community College in

~ Browhing, Mont. He is a U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran and the

generations of the Weatherwax family have served our nation in WWII,
Korea, Vietnam and are currently serving at home and abroad.

Memorial Day, May 30, 2022, 2 p.m.
Montana Veterans Memorial, Great Falls, MT

Welcome........ President Star Darko, Montana Veterans Memorial Assoc.

Master of Ceremonies......................... United States Navy Veteran Art Taft
‘Presentation ofthe Colors..................... Maimstrom AFB Honor Guard
Invocation...................... Chaplain (Capt.) Christopher Pitts, USAF, MAFB
National Anthem.........................oooroeeeeererennn. The Vocal Patriots
Pledge of >__onmn=no......“ ...................................... Boy Scouts of >:,dmzom

Keynote Speaker........ Bishop Marcus Collins, The Church of God-in Christ

“Bagpipe Salute-'............... Jesse Callender, Great Falls Shrine Pipe Band
In Memoriam of Chief Old _umio:.......m_w %mm~<mﬁwm:___m QMMM_“M:QMM
Armed Forces _Ea&% ................................ -....Great Falls Municipal Band
Remembrance o;.:o:nmﬂ_,w Wars and theFallen......U.S. Mmum_wﬁm___u_wmﬂ _
‘God m_m.m.m America’...... (S —— O Baree® annsa s The Vocal Patriots
Benediction................... Chapilain (Capt.) Christopher Pitts, USAF, MAFB
Taps........coooivmvine Jackson Bautista, Great Falls High School Band

The Montana Veterans Memorial Association established and maintains this
memorial to honor and recognize all veterans. A Veteran is defined as any man
or woman of any age who has served in any branch of the military of the United
States of America in any capacity, and to honor men and women living and
deceased equally. Memorial tiles are available for $250. Contact the MVMA with
yourrequestat: = .

Montana Veterans Memorial Association « PO Box 3524 « Great Falls, MT 59403-3524

Phone (406) 454-9070 » www.montanaveteransmemorial.org
Non-Prafit Tax 1D #0530543

(The ceremony will be recorded to Facebook, website and KGPR local public radio)
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Michael J Winters
Montana Veterans Memorial
PO Box 3524

Great Falls, MT 59403

406 799-0179

January 14, 2014 )

Governor Bullock, et al

Montana Legislature

Helena, Montana

Sirs,

Please consider our request to name and designate Montana Veterans Memorial located in Great
Falls, Montana as an official Montana State Memorial. We invite you and all interested
Legislators to visit and tour this outstanding and unique Memorial dedicated to honoring all
Veterans. Thank you for your conmsideration. We may be contacted by email at

info@montanaveteransmemorial.org or by phone at 406 799-0179. - |

Sincerely,

U ’ m-(EB

Michael J Winters



May 30, 2013
To: Montana State Legislators
Ref: Montana State recognition of the Great Falls Veterans Memorial.

As aretired United States Army veteran of 23 years ( May 1959 to Jan 1982) I whole
heartedly support the ongoing efforts to have Great Falls Veteran’s Memorial
" recognized by the State’s legislative body.

This memorial recognizes all branches of the United States Military (I have a tile
placed there). In addition to our service members, it also recognizes other
individuals, under special circumstances, to be so honored.

This Memorial is of the highest caliber in respect to design, material used, layout
and landscaping, It is impeccably maintained and one feels honored to walk on these

grounds. It truly is a State treasure.

Recognition of this site would first and foremost honor the veterans named there.
Secondly, it would place this Memorial on the Montana State maps providing
information about the site and how to reach it’s destination. Both positive exposure

for Montana

It would benefit the community with additional visitors coming to Montana and to
-Great Falls specifically to experience this Memorial.

Positive consideration to this request would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

(v/vzie |?%g&3ergeant (E8), retired
1513 179 A% SW

Great Falls, MT 59404
406/761-0410 h
406/403-6812 c.



GREAT FALES MT TOURISM BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Michael J. Winters

Montana Veterans Memorial
P.O. Box 3524

Great Falls, MT 59403

July 19, 2013

Dear Mr. Winters,

As a member of the tourism industry | am in support of the Montana Veterans Memorial located at
River Road North and 26" Street in Great Falls, Montana becoming a Montana State Monument.

This designation would only enhance the number of visitors that are drawn to the majestic and peaceful
setting memorializing our honored Montana military veterans.

Great Fails saw over 423,000 visitors that spent one night in Great Falls in 2012. Those numbers would
only increase if this was honored as a Montana State Monument designation.

In support,

Karén S. Venetz
Administrative & Marketing Director

PO BOX 648, GREAT FALLS, MT 59403 « WWW.GFTOURISMBID.COM * 405.868.5989




MOULTONBELLINGHAM «c N S

orth 27th Stree
P. O.Box 255¢
= B Billings, Montana 591 3;—2§§5

Doug James Phone (406) 248-7731
Doug.James@moultonbellingham.com Fax (406) 248-788¢
406-238-1565

GERALD B. MURPHY

W. A. FORSYTHE ’ JUIy 15' 201 3 R E C E ' VE D

DOUG JAMES JUL 16 20‘]3
THOMAS E. SMITH ‘ Mayor Mike Winters
JOHN T.JONES | City of Great Falls CITY CLERK

P.O. Box 5021
Great Falls, MT 59403-5021

DUNCAN A, PEETE

GERRY P. FAGAN

MICLIIELE 1. BRAUKMANN R e . MO n t ana Ve t erans M.emon.a I
MICHAEL [, BEGLEY™
JEFFG. SORENSON Dear Mayor Winters:

KATHRYN ]. MAERL are . .
| am writing to you in order to express my support for making the

EMILY JONES % Montana Veterans Memorial a state monument.
CHRISTOPHER T. SWEENEY* **

The Montana Veterans Memorial is a unique and inspirational
Memorial. It is worthy of state designation.

ROSEW. McLINDEN =%
BRANDON T HOSKINS

SRIAN G Mafety The Montana Veterans Memorial was beautifully designed and
AFTON E. BALL landscaped. Touring the memorial is an emotional experience.

GFORGE T KIMMIET # #%#%

It is appropriate and necessary for us to both honor and remember
on our veterans. The Montana Veterans Memorial is a dignified monument to
AUL ] CHA H H H H
PAULJ. CHAC all of our veterans. | encourage our state leaders to give it designation as

a state memorial.

ADAM ] TUNNING *

Brent R. Cromley Sincerely,

Of Counsel

MOULTON BELLINGHAM PC

K. Kent Koolen \
Of Counsel

FREDRIC D. MOULTON
(1912-1989)

W.S/MATHER
{1922.1998)

WM. H. BELLINGHAM DJ:ilr
(1920-2002) DJ Jim

BERNARD E. LONGO
(1918-2011) : ON 4835-7119-2340, v. 1
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June 10, 2013

TO:  Mayor Michael Winters
2609 6™ Street NW
Great Falls, MT 59404-1361

RE: Montana Veterans Memorial

Dear Honorable Mayor Winters,

The Montana Veterans Memorial has become a statewide symbol of honor to those living and deceased
veterans from all branches of the United States military. Great Falls and Cascade County are privileged to have
become the site for this beautiful and powerful monument. ,

The Board of County Commissioners supports Montana Veterans Memorial, Inc. in their endeavor to
seek state monument status for this special commemorative site. The men and women who serve to protect and
keep our nation safe deserve recognition for their willingness to place themselves in harm’s way so that
Americans may live without fear. This monument pays tribute to their sacrifices.

We wish you well with your efforts to seek statewide monument status.

| 4 e 2030 Wir—
JOE BRIGGS BILL SALINA JANE WEBER

Chairman Commissioner Commissioner
Cascade County Commission




GREAT FALLS, MONTANA
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
GREAT FALLS DETACHMENT 688

May 19, 2013

Mr. Michael Winters

Founder, MT Veterans Memorial
2609 6th St.,, NW

Great Falls, MT 59404

Dear Mike,

As you know, the Great Falls Marine Corps League Detachment 688 has a large
role in managing the day to day activities at the Memorial. As Keepers of the
Flags, Detachment members care for the flags and the hardware needed to fly
them. They also fly the flags at 1/2 staff on designated days and fly the 11 flags
along Memorial Drive on designated days. As Keepers of the Kiosk, select
members unlock the Kiosk daily from May 1 to Veterans Day in November and
lock it in the evening. Members also look after the grounds by clearing debris
blown in by winds and water flowers during the growing season. While this
recitation states the obvious to you, it is intended to convey the fact that the
Great Falls Marine Corps League Detachment 688 has a large commitment to
the Memorial. That commitment is also symbolized by the fact that over 60
Detachment members, past and present, have had tiles installed at the

Memorial.

With that said, the members have requested me to urge you to take necessary
steps to expand the focus of the Memorial from a primarily Great Falls
perspective to a Montana-wide perspective. While the Great Falls perspective
has served the Memorial well from its humble beginnings, the huge growth has
been such that a much wider perspective would better reflect its current status.
Designating the Memorial as "MONTANA'S VETERANS MEMORIAL" would
achieve that purpose. To that end, we would urge you to petition the State
Government to officially designate our veterans memorial as MONTANA'S

VETERANS MEMORIAL

Semper Fi,

Bill "Gunny" Evans;
Commandant




Montana House of Representatives

Commitiees:
Ethics (Chairman)
Judiciary

BILL WILSON
Representative
22nd District

(406) 868-2384 ]
email:

€@ 3 bw1305@bresnan.net

11-10-06

bwl305@bres'na;nnet

Congratulations on your re election , we know when we have a good representative in
Helena !

As per our conversation at Perkins last week or so . Please take up the cause of the
Montana Veterans Memorial in Great Falls , for proper informational and directional
signage on the highway system in and around Great Falls .

I would appear before the house committee to present all pertinent data regarding our
request , should that be necessary .

Please keep me informed on progress

Thank you
Michael Winters
2609 6 st NW
Great Falls 59404 406-452-5679
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