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 07/01/2008 

 

Regular City Commission Meeting           Mayor Stebbins presiding 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 PM  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL: City Commissioners present: Dona Stebbins, Bill Bronson, Mary Jolley, Bill 

Beecher and John Rosenbaum.  Also present were the City Manager, Assistant City Manager, 

City Attorney, Directors of Community Development, Library, Planning and Public Works, 

Deputy Director of Park and Recreation, Assistant Director of Fiscal Services, the Police Chief, 

Fire Chief, and the City Clerk.  

 

PRESENTATION: Distinguished Budget and CAFR Awards were presented to Melissa 

Kinzler on behalf of the City of Great Falls Fiscal Services Department. 

 

PROCLAMATION:  Bluegrass on the Bay Week in Great Falls 

 

 

 

 

NC 7. 

 

 

 

NC 4. 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS 

 

1A.  Aaron Weissman, Chair NC 7, thanked the City for the left turn bay at 

6th Avenue South and 9th Street, and he requested additional patrols at night in 

the alleys behind Central Avenue. 

 

1B.  Sandra Guynn, Chair NC 4, reported that Commissioners Bronson and 

Jolly and Officer Noah Scott attended a recent NC meeting and explained the 

amended disorderly premises ordinance.  After listening to all the speakers, no 

one spoke in opposition to the amended ordinance.    Noah Scott also 

explained the zero tolerance policy regarding fireworks.  Up to that date, no 

one in the neighborhood complained about firework noise.  Ms. Guynn 

thanked the City for the traffic study on 10th Avenue North.  NC 4 would like 

to see that road annexed.  Ms. Guynn also reported that the County informed 

her that the Conservation Corps is supposed to be cleaning up the private 

property east of Bundi Gardens.  She inquired who would respond if there was 

a fire.  Fire Chief McCamley responded that he would meet with her for a 

more specific location.  Ms. Guynn reported that the Home Place is not in 

compliance with County ordinances and had spoke with County Attorney 

Steve Bolstad.  She learned that the property owner also owns property south 

of 5100 9th Avenue South.  NC 4 is concerned this property will become 

another Home Place situation.  She thanked Pat Halcro for a map he created for 

the council that set forth the city/county boundaries.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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Ord. 3009, Disorderly 

Premises.  Amended 

Ordinance 3009 and reset 

the second reading and 

public hearing for July 

15, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  ORDINANCE 3009, DISORDERLY PREMISES. 

 

City Manager Gregory T. Doyon reported that there are two, and possibly 

three, proposed amendments to this ordinance.  The first amendment adjusts 

the ordinance so that the premises becomes disorderly after the fifth call in a 

30 day period.  That mechanism allows the City to properly notify the owner 

after the third incident and gives them time to remedy and take care of issues 

on the property.  The second adjustment is in regard to the actual penalties.  

The recommendation is that the criminal aspect be removed and that it would 

be a civil fine in penalty only.  The third item is in regard to domestic violence 

calls.  Mr. Doyon offered the amendment be included under 8.48.020 

definitions, wherein police calls determined to be the result of a domestic 

violence incident shall be excluded from the provisions of this ordinance.   

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if the Commissioners had any questions or if City 

Attorney Dave Gliko had any comments.    

 

City Attorney Dave Gliko responded that he had no objection to what Mr. 

Doyon suggested regarding the domestic violence language change.   

 

Commissioner Jolley inquired about the notification requirements.  Mr. Gliko 

read the notice provisions and explained the requirements. 

 

Commissioner Bronson moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, that 

the City Commission amend Ordinance 3009 to require a warning notice 

after a premises has been visited three times within 30 days by the police 

and, after five such visits within 30 days, the premises may then be 

designated a disorderly premises.  Further, to amend Ordinance 3009 to 

provide the exclusion for domestic violence in Section 8.48.020 as 

discussed by the City Manager and, finally, to provide for a fine as a 

penalty for violating the ordinance with no incarceration.   

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any further discussion amongst the 

Commission.  No one responded. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there were any comments from the public.   

 

Aaron Weissman, Chair NC 7, 315 4th Avenue North, thanked City staff for 

this ordinance that addresses crime problems.  Mr. Weissman commented that 

the amendments make the ordinance better, but changing it to five visits in 30 

days doesn’t address the realtors’ or neighbors’ problems.   He believes 30 

days is too short a time frame.   

 

Jim Dea, Co-Chair of Political Affairs Committee for the Great Falls 

Association of Realtors, submitted proposed amendments for the record on 

behalf of Rhonda Wiggers.   
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Raye Lind, Upscale Properties Management, 1125 2nd Avenue North, Suite 9, 

commented that she is concerned about notification to owners who live in 

Canada or out of state.  She explained that, when she was considering taking 

over an apartment complex, she called the Police Department for general 

information about complaints at the property and was told she could not be 

told anything because it was a privacy violation.  Before the owner is fined, 

she is concerned about getting notice to the property manager.  Mayor Stebbins 

responded that one of the provisions of the ordinance is to notify the owner, 

owner’s agent or person responsible for the premises which would be the 

property manager.  Ms. Lind inquired how the City would find out who the 

property manager was.  Mr. Doyon responded there are various ways of 

finding out a property owner utilizing existing information.  If the property 

owner resides out of country the City will exercise discretion in tracking down 

that person and understands the process in terms of compliance.  There are a 

multitude of ways to find out the responsible party.             

  

Gary Hackett, 3912 18th Avenue South, landlord of three properties that 

include 24 apartments in those three locations.  One apartment is the Hastings 

Apartment on Central Avenue.  He would like to see additional police officers 

in the area.  Mr. Hackett has concerns about the penalty of the ordinance and 

believes the fines should go to the tenants.  He agrees with the provision of 

notifying the landlord.  He provided an example about a tenant selling drugs.  

From the time the landlord starts seeing problems with the tenant and the time 

it takes to get them out, the landlord will get a fine even working at the fastest 

rate possible.  Mr. Hackett suggested changing the Montana Landlord Act. 

 

Ron Gessaman, 1006 36th Avenue N.E., commented that the ordinance, as 

amended, still does not address sound emanating from within a structure that is 

audible outside a building.  He believes there is a problem with the wording 

that says “dispatched to said premises” and “after three visits.”  To him, those 

are two different things.  Mr. Gessaman inquired if a database would be 

created for the dispatches and visits and, if so, who would have access.   

 

Mr. Doyon responded to concerns regarding not allowing for due process.  

There is a process for notification, and a process for which the City will meet 

with the property owner to discuss what is going on at the property that 

provides an opportunity for the property owner to take action prior to the City 

even seeking the fines.  Even if it is a totally non-compliant situation and  

meets the threshold of disorderly, there is due process associated with being 

summoned to Court to make one’s case in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

This ordinance does not dismiss any potential criminal charges or issues that 

an officer may find when they go to a property.  The officer uses his discretion 

at the time of the incident whether or not to cite somebody.  The ordinance will 

take some time to get up and running to get the officers and dispatchers 

properly trained.  The police officers will keep a separate log.  Someone in the 

administration at the Police Department will review the log on a regular basis 

to see if the incidents meet the criteria and threshold, and then the City will 

send out a letter.  It is not the spirit of the ordinance to seek a civil fine against 
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Approved Amended Plat 

of Lots 1-5, Block 1, 

Taylor Addition, and Lot 

1A, Block 1, 3rd 

Supplement to Rice 

Tracts and Accompanying 

Findings of Fact, and 

Adopted Ordinance 3008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

someone that is actually cooperating with the City. 

 

John Hubbard, 615 7th Avenue South, commented that this ordinance is 

double jeopardy fining the tenant and the property owner.  The City is making 

a policeman out of the landlord.   

 

Mayor Stebbins closed the comment period and asked for the direction of the 

City Commission. 

 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Commissioner Beecher moved, seconded by Commissioner Bronson, that 

the City Commission reschedule the second reading on Ordinance 3009 

and the public hearing thereon for July 15, 2008.  

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commission or 

comments from the public.  No one responded.   

 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

3.  AMENDED PLAT AND ORDINANCE 3008, REZONES A 40’ WIDE  

     STRIP OF LAND BEING ADDED TO THE REAR OF LOTS 1-5,  

     BLOCK 1, TAYLOR ADDITION. 

 

Planning Director Ben Rangel reported that Taylor Land Partnership LLP and 

5 lot owners have submitted an amended plat and rezoning request.  Their 

interest is to add a 40 foot wide strip of land to the rear of 5 residential lots in 

Taylor Addition.  The additional strip of land will serve as a private access 

easement to the rear of the lots.  The lots are located in Southeast Great Falls 

along 13th Avenue South, between 39th and 43rd Streets.  

 

On June 3, 2008, the City Commission set a public hearing for this evening.  

After conducting a joint public hearing, Mr. Rangel requested that the City 

Commission approve the Amended Plat and Findings of Fact and to adopt 

Ordinance 3008, which would rezone the 40 foot wide strip of land from C-2 

General commercial to R-2 Single-family residential zoning.     

 

The City Planning Board/Zoning Commission unanimously recommends 

Commission approval.  

 

Commissioner Jolley moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, that the 

City Commission approve the Amended Plat of Lots 1-5, Block 1, Taylor 

Addition, and Lot 1A, Block 1, 3rd Supplement to Rice Tracts and 

accompanying Findings of Fact. 

 

Mayor Stebbins declared the public hearing open.  No one spoke in favor of or 

opposition to the Amended Plat and Ordinance 3008.  
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Sale of City Property, Lot 

3F of Amended Plat of 

Lot 3, Medical Tech Park.  

Approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Res. 9754, Adopted. 

 

Mayor Stebbins declared the public hearing closed and asked for the direction 

of the City Commission. 

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Commissioner Rosenbaum moved, seconded by Commissioner Bronson, 

that the City Commission adopt Ordinance 3008. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commission or 

comments from the public.  No one responded. 

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

4.  SALE OF CITY PROPERTY, LOT 3F OF AMENDED PLAT OF  

     LOT 3, MEDICAL TECH PARK. 

 

Community Development Director Mike Rattray reported that on June 4, 2008, 

City staff conducted a bid opening for the sale of Lot 3F of Medical Tech Park.  

One bid was received from SBC Archway in the amount of $242,615.  That 

equates to $4.25 per square foot and is the appraised value of the land.  Staff 

recommends approval of the sale. 

 

Commissioner Jolley moved, seconded by Commissioner Bronson, that the 

City Commission approve the sale of Lot 3F of Amended Plat of Lot 3, 

Medical Tech Park to SBC Archway IV, LLC, in the amount of $242,615. 

 

Mayor Stebbins declared the public hearing open.  No one spoke in favor of or 

opposition to the sale of City property, Lot 3F of Amended Plat of Lot 3, 

Medical Tech Park.  

  

Mayor Stebbins declared the public hearing closed and asked for the direction 

of the City Commission. 

 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

5.  RESOLUTION 9754, COST RECOVERY, 209 2ND AVENUE NORTH. 

 

Community Development Director Mike Rattray reported that approval of 

Resolution 9754 will place a lien in the amount of $28,700 on the property 

located at 209 2nd Avenue North as a result of a condemnation action taken by 

the City building official.   

 

Commissioner Rosenbaum moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, 

that the City Commission adopt Resolution 9754. 

 

Mayor Stebbins declared the public hearing open.  No one spoke in favor of or 

opposition to Resolution 9754.  
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Mayor Stebbins declared the public hearing closed and asked for the direction 

of the City Commission. 

Commissioner Bronson asked Mr. Rattray why Shumaker Trucking’s permit 

was revoked.  Mr. Rattray answered that the owner authorized Shumaker 

Trucking and Excavating to do the demolition work on their behalf.  Shumaker 

obtained a permit, but then the owner would never authorize them to proceed 

with the demolition.  After an extended period of time, City staff had to take 

over the project.  

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

 

 

Res. 9756 and 9757 and 

Ord. 3010, intents to  

annex and zoning for 

unincorporated portion of 

two utility corridors in 

Henderson Heights and 

North Riverview Terrace 

and utility corridor 

adjacent to Sacajawea 

School and Park.  

Adopted Res. 9756 and 

9757 and Accepted Ord. 

3010 on first reading and 

set public hearing for 

August 5, 2008. 

 

ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS 

 

6A. RESOLUTION 9756, INTENT TO ANNEX 92 SEPARATE  

       PARCELS OF LAND COMPRISING THE UNINCORPORATED  

       PORTION OF TWO UTILITY CORRIDORS.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6B. RESOLUTION 9757, INTENT TO ANNEX A PARCEL OF  

       GOVERNMENTAL LAND WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED  

       UTILITY CORRIDOR ADJACENT TO SACAJAWEA SCHOOL  

       AND SACAJAWEA PARK.  

 

6C. ORDINANCE 3010, ASSIGNS CITY ZONING OF R-2 SINGLE-   

       FAMILY MEDIUM DENSITY DISTRICT. 

 

Planning Director Ben Rangel reported that there are 93 separate parcels of 

land comprising two utility corridors within Henderson Heights and North 

Riverview Terrace Additions that are located outside the City limits and are 

entirely surrounded by the incorporated area of the City.  One of the parcels is 

owned by the City of Great Falls.  It has been City Commission interest, for 

some time, to annex these types of unincorporated enclaves into the City.   

 

Resolution 9756 is a resolution of intention that sets the public hearing for 

August 5, 2008, to consider annexation of 92 separate parcels of land 

comprising the unincorporated portion of two utility corridors. 

 

Resolution 9757 is a resolution of intention that sets the public hearing for 

August 5, 2008, to consider annexation of a parcel of governmental land within 

the unincorporated utility corridor adjacent to Sacajawea School and 

Sacajawea Park. 
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Ordinance 3010 is provided for first reading and for setting public hearing for 

August 5, 2008, to consider the assignment of City zoning on the referenced 

corridors.  

 

Commissioner Bronson recused himself from discussions or voting on matters 

pertaining to Resolution 9756 and Ordinance 3010 for the reason that he owns 

one of the 92 affected parcels.   

 

Commissioner Beecher moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosenbaum, 

that the City Commission adopt Resolution 9756 showing intent to annex 

92 separate parcels of land comprising the unincorporated portion of two 

utility corridors. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commission or 

comments from the public.  No one responded.   

 

Motion carried 4-0.  (Commissioner Bronson recused himself.) 

 

Commissioner Jolley moved, seconded by Commissioners Beecher and 

Rosenbaum, that the City Commission adopt Resolution 9757 showing 

intent to annex a parcel of governmental land within the unincorporated 

utility corridor adjacent to Sacajawea School and Sacajawea Park. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commission or 

comments from the public.  No one responded.   

   

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Commissioner Jolley moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, that the 

City Commission accept Ordinance 3010 on first reading and set a public 

hearing for August 5, 2008, to consider adoption of Ordinance 3010. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commission or 

comments from the public.  No one responded.   

 

Motion carried 4-0.  (Commissioner Bronson recused himself.) 

 

Consent Agenda.  

Approved as presented. 
 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

7.    Minutes, June 17, 2008, Commission meeting. 

8.    Total expenditures of $2,717,957 for the period of June 10 - 24,   

        2008, to include claims over $5,000, in the amount of $2,363,176. 

9.    Contracts list. 

10.  Lien Release list. 

11.  Set public hearing for July 15, 2008, on Resolution 9750, Intent to   

       Increase Property Tax, and Resolution 9751, Annual Budget Resolution. 

12.  Approve Amendment No. 1 to the Standard Agreement for Professional  

       Services with Morrison-Maierle, Inc. for Great Falls North Sanitary  
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       Sewer and Storm Drainage Master Plan. 

 

13.  Approve increase of current loan limits on Deferred Payment Loan and  

       Rental Improvement Loan Programs. 

 

Commissioner Jolley moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, with 

the exception of Item 8, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.   

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

With regard to Item 8, Commissioner Jolley opposes the monthly payment to 

SME. 

 

Commissioner Beecher moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosenbaum, 

to approve Item 8 as presented. 
 

Motion carried 4-1 (Commissioner Jolley dissenting.) 

 

 
 

Amended Plat, Findings 

of Fact and Agreement, 

all related to Lot 4A, 

Block 1, Benefis West 

Minor Subdivision, 

Findings of Fact and 

Agreement.  Approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

 

14.  AMENDED PLAT, FINDINGS OF FACT AND AGREEMENT,  

       ALL RELATED TO LOT 4A, BLOCK 1, BENEFIS WEST MINOR  

       SUBDIVISION, FINDINGS OF FACT AND AGREEMENT. 

  

Planning Director Ben Rangel reported that Cascade County has submitted an 

application to subdivide a three acre lot into two parcels.  The lot is located in 

South Great Falls near the intersection of 17th Avenue South and Benefis 

Court.  Aging Services of Cascade County proposes to build a six bay bus barn 

and offices on one of the parcels.  

 

Mr. Rangel requested the Commission approve the Amended Plat, Findings of 

Fact and Agreement.   

 

The Planning Board unanimously recommends Commission approval.   

 

Commissioner Beecher moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosenbaum, 

to approve the Amended Plat of Lot 4A, Block 1, Benefis West Minor 

Subdivision, Findings of Fact and Agreement.   

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commissioners.  

No one responded.   

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there were any inquiries from the public.  No one 

responded. 

 

Motion carried 5-0. 
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Mary Brinkley appointed 

and Bunny Albers 

reappointed to the 

Library Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Milford appointed to 

the Historic Preservation 

Advisory Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christina Barksy 

appointed to the Advisory 

Commission on 

International 

Relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Wood appointed 

to the Manfield Center for 

the Performing Arts 

Advisory Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.  APPOINTMENTS, LIBRARY BOARD. 

 

Commissioner Bronson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosenbaum, 

to appoint Mary Brinkley to the Library Board to fill the remainder of a 

five-year term through June 30, 2012, and reappoint Bunny Albers to a 

five-year term through June 30, 2013. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commissioners 

or any inquiries from the public.  No one responded.   

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

16.  APPOINTMENT, HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY  

       COMMISSION. 

 

Commissioner Bronson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosenbaum, 

to appoint Bob Milford to a three-year term through April 30, 2011, to 

the Historic Preservation Advisory Commission.  

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commissioners 

or any inquiries from the public.  No one responded.   

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

17.  APPOINTMENT, ADVISORY COMMISSION ON  

       INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS. 

 

Commissioner Jolley moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, to 

appoint Christina Barsky to the Advisory Commission on International 

Relationships for a three-year term through March 31, 2011. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commissioners 

or any inquiries from the public.  No one responded.   

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

18.  APPOINTMENT, MANSFIELD CENTER FOR THE  

       PERFORMING ARTS ADVISORY BOARD. 

 

Commissioner Jolley moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, to 

appoint Michelle Wood to the Mansfield Center for the Performing Arts 

Advisory Board to fill the remainder of a three-year term through 

December 31, 2010. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commissioners 

or any inquiries from the public.  No one responded.   

 

Motion carried 5-0. 
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John Chase reappointed 

to the Cascade County 

Conservation District 

Board of Supervisors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEMA Meeting, 

RiverFest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19.  REAPPOINTMENT, CASCADE COUNTY CONSERVATION  

       DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 

 

Commissioner Bronson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosenbaum, 

to reappoint John Chase to a three-year term through December 31, 

2010, to the Cascade County Conservation District Board of Supervisors. 

 

Mayor Stebbins asked if there was any discussion amongst the Commissioners 

or any inquiries from the public.  Richard Liebert, 289 Boston Coulee Road, 

highly endorsed John Chase.  He also asked the Commission to appoint more 

people to the Cable 7 Board in the future.   

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

20.  MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.   

 

CITY MANAGER 

 

21.   MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.   

 

City Manager Gregory T. Doyon commented that, at the next ribbon cutting at 

a pool, he will wear shorts so he can be thrown in, and that it was nice to see 

everyone having a good time.  He reminded everyone about a FEMA meeting 

scheduled July 2, 2008, from 11:00-1:00 regarding a discussion on the levies 

west of town.  Patty Rearden reminded everyone that Saturday, July 12, the 

City will host the fifth annual RiverFest.  She provided an overview of all the 

events.  It is free to the public with the exception of food and beverages.      

 

Mayor Stebbins commended City staff for planning RiverFest and reminded 

everyone to keep hydrated. 

 

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

22.   MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 

Mayor Stebbins opened the meeting to Petitions and Communications. 

 

22A.   Larry Rezentes, 2208 1st Avenue North, read his comments regarding 

ECP financials and violation of Ordinance 2925.  He asked why the City 

Manager, City Commission and Mayor have not released for publication by the 

Great Falls Tribune information relating to the losses by ECP.  He further 

asked if they requested a calculation by City finance staff of accumulative ECP 

losses, monthly financial statements to maintain awareness of the losses being 

sustained by the taxpayers as a result of the continued operation of this 

program, and forecasted financial results for the coming fiscal year.  He would 

appreciate a response to his questions.   
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SME, ECP Financials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Government, SME, 

ECP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SME, HGS. 

 

 

 

 

Growth, Water Rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Committee, 

Business Opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22B.  Ed McKnight, 906 3rd Avenue North, referred to a map provided by 

Tim Gregori at the last ECP meeting.  Mr. McKnight received a report from 

the WECC that breaks the regions into sub-regions.  The Northwest region, 

which includes Montana, has ample reserves of electricity, and that the 

shortages in the south are not due to generation and capacity coming from the 

north.  The shortages in the south are due to transmission constraints.  The 

actual report from WECC says there are have plenty of reserves past the year 

2016.  Mr. McKnight reviewed prior requests for an accounting of ECP 

financials and stated that he hasn’t received a response.  Mr. McKnight 

requested an update and requested the audited financial statements. 

 

22C.  Richard Liebert, 289 Boston Coulee Road, read a passage of the 

Declaration of Independence.  He thanked the City for funding the 4th of July 

fireworks.  Mr. Liebert discussed climate change, an article regarding a 

Georgia ruling on CO2 and the lawsuit filed June 30, 2008, asking for an 

injunction on construction from the DEQ.  Mr. Liebert reported that Grant 

County was selected to replace Yellowstone Valley.  Mr. Liebert asked when 

the City knew about the Grant County Public Utility District.  He applauded 

Commissioner Bronson for attending the SME meeting with Mr. Doyon.          

 

22D.  Aart Dolman, 3016 Central Avenue, commented that he was put out by 

the presentation by Mr. Gregori at a work session and that construction of the 

HGS plant would start by November, 2008.  Mr. Dolman read a summary of a 

letter he presented to the City Commission.      

 

22E. Kathleen Gessaman, 1006 36th Avenue N.E., commented that growth is 

coming to Great Falls.  She reminded the Commission that water is a critical 

factor and to work on the 1889 water rights that were cut from 53,000 to 

20,000 acre feet per year.  She thanked Brett Doney for hosting a series of 

water right working group sessions.   

 

22F.  Brett Doney, Great Falls Development Authority, commented that at the 

last Legislative Committee meeting Coleen Balzarini presented some issues 

with regard to tax increment financing and issues with the State and the 

Department of Revenue.  The GFDA will make that a priority in the coming 

year and clarify that TIF.  The Legislative Committee meets once per month.  

The next meeting is July 24, at MSU in room 274, at 4:30.  Mr. Doney 

discussed a draft of a data center competitive analysis.  The consultants will 

present that analysis to the Board at the monthly meeting on July 23, at the CM 

Russell Museum at 10 a.m.  Mr. Doney discussed the review of the consultant 

teams for the diversification project that they are launching with Sweetgrass 

Development and County.  He advised that he will be attending a meeting in 

Calgary to look at further opportunities, not only to bring investment to the 

Great Falls region, but to find business opportunities for existing companies 

that can provide support services.                   
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Ord. 2925, ECP By-Laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Taxes, 

Weissman Property, 

Lawsuit. 

 

 

HGS, SME, ECP, Water 

Rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

H.O.G. Rally. 

 

 

22G.   Ron Gessaman, 1006 36th Avenue N.E., provided an article from 

Hydrocarbon Processing.  Mr. Gessaman read portions of Ordinance 2925.   

He commented that the ECP Board is in violation of Title 69, MCA, and that 

ECP and the Commission are in violation of this ordinance requiring the 

electric utility to be self sustaining.  Mr. Gessaman commented that ECP 

doesn’t follow its by-laws and it has been eight weeks since he brought up the 

attendance issue.  He commented that he does not have an answer; that it looks 

to him that it takes 10 days to get rid of someone on the Board or have a 

hearing requested.          

 

22H.  John Hubbard,  615 7th Avenue South, read a poem written by his 

daughter.  Mr. Hubbard is opposed to increased property taxes.  He presented a 

map to the Fire Chief of Weissman’s toxic spilling and health hazards.  He 

discussed his lawsuit.   

 

22I.  Stuart Lewin, 615 3rd Avenue North, stated his opposition to HGS and 

his support for protection of the rivers.  Mr. Lewin asked what was SME under 

the new organization and what is the City’s liability and responsibility.  He 

wants to see a separate accounting for ECP and what is being spent for the coal 

plant so people know what was lost.  Mr. Lewin discussed water rights and the 

August deadline. 

 

22J.  Sam Steffan, 1060 55th Avenue South, on behalf of the Big Sky Chapter 

of H.O.G., extended a sincere thank you to the City of Great Falls for the 

hospitality shown to the 750+ Harley riders from all over the United States, 

New Zealand and Canada that attended the rally.  The Regional H.O.G. 

Director, John Smith, commented that he had never seen a community support 

a rally parade like he had seen in the City of Great Falls.  He commended 

Chief Grove’s department for the outstanding traffic management.  They 

moved 500 motorcycles 40 blocks in approximately 20 minutes.  The National 

H.O.G. statistics show that the average Harley owner group spends $270 per 

day for any rally he attends.  There were over 750 rally attendees and he 

estimated they spent $607,000 in this community.  Mr. Steffan presented a 

special thank you to Mayor Stebbins for being the grand marshal of the parade 

and provided her with a friendship coin.   

 

   CITY COMMISSION 

 

23.  MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 

Commissioner Jolley commented that she shares some of the concerns of the 

petitioners that spoke this evening.  She believed, for many years, that the City 

of Great Falls did not make it easy for the public to find out what was going on 

with the City’s involvement with ECP.  She believed the elections would have 

turned out differently if more information had been known.  She believes in 

open government.   
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Commissioner Beecher commented that he had not forgotten about Mr. 

McKnight’s comments and requests.  The time needed to put the new proposed 

budget together and get it here on time for consideration had priority.  The 

audited financial statement for FY June 30, 2007, is available.  It is an audited 

financial statement done according to accepted accounting rules for public 

accounting.  The new audit for the June 30, 2008, period will be available in 

approximately six months.  There is a section in the proposed budget that deals 

with Electric City Power and there will be a public hearing on that in two 

weeks.          

 

Commissioner Rosenbaum jokingly commented that he is devastated that the 

Tribune may have misquoted him.  Commissioner Rosenbaum commented on 

the City’s role or position either on the Board or how it participates with SME.   

 

Mayor Stebbins thanked Sam Steffan for bringing the H.O.G. rally to Great 

Falls.  She reminded everyone to be safe in the use of fireworks and to observe 

the City ordinances.  She also reminded everyone that Blue Grass on the Bay 

will be held next weekend, along with RiverFest.    

 

 

 

 

Adjourn. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, 

Commissioner Bronson moved, seconded by Commissioner Beecher, that 

the regular meeting of July 1, 2008, be adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  
 

Motion carried 5-0.    

 

                                               ______________________________ 

                                               Mayor Stebbins  

 

 

                                               City Clerk 

 

Minutes Approved:  July 15, 2008 
 


